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Baghdad rejects border mediation 

Mubarak claims success 

Hectic talks in Baghdad, Kuwait, Riyadh to defuse crisis 

Klibi rushes to Iraq; Assad, Hussein optimistic of a solution 


CAIRO, July 24, (Agencies): Egypt's President Hosni 

Mubarak ended talks in Kuwait and Baghdad today with 

a four-point plan aimed at narrowing differences bet- 
ween Iraq and Golf Arab states, Cairo radio reported. 

The state-owned radio described Mubarak’s wi ft [mj 

President Saddam Hussein and Kuwait’s HH the Amir Rh Jbh 
Jaber Ai Ahmed AJ Sabah as “soccessfiiL” But Iraq played down 
Arab mediation efforts. 

Tareq Aziz, the Iraqi foreign minister, told ENA: “With due 
respect to our Arab brothers, it has never happened in the past 
that such disputes were solved by Arab mediation committees.'* 
He called for direct tabes on the issue between Iraq and Kuwait, 
playing down Arab mediation efforts while not rejecting the efforts 
outright. : 

Mubarak later beaded for Saudi Arabia, where he held consultations 
with Saudi monarch King Fahd. The Egyptian leader was expected to 
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Iraqi Oil Minister Chaiabi talks to reporters in Gen- 
eva. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Opec Secretary-General Dr Subroto of Indonesia 
waves to reporters upon his arrival in Geneva. 



Saudi Arabian Oil Minister Hisham Nazer talks to 
reporters in Geneva. (Reuter wirephoto) 


UAE quota may rise 

Baghdad wants $25 base, eyes $30 


GENEVA July 24,( Agencies): Opec 
ministers gathered today Tor critical 
talks on new price and production 
guidelines but sidestepped the con- 
frontation between Iraq and Kuwait 
over oiL 

“We are here to solve oil 
problems,’' said Saudi Arabia's 
influential Oil Minister, Hisham 
Nazer, as he arrived for the mid-year 
meeting on Thursday of the Organ- 
isation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries. 

Opec Secretary -General, Subroto, 
said, "we are an economics organisa- 
tion. We talk about economics." 

Iraqi Oil Minister Issam Abdul 
Raheem AJ Chaiabi, surrounded by 
dozens of reporters as he entered the 
lobby of a luxury hotel where the 
talks are held, only discussed his 
plans to press for a much higher tar- 
get price For UtecnideoU.Tlrecurreni 
benchmark is SI 8 a barreL 

Chaiabi said in Baghdad, before 
leaving for Geneva, all Opec mem- 
bers supported Iraq on oil output 
and quotas. 

“The results of the recent contacts 
and meetings by Opec states showed 
unanimous support for Iraq's stand 
which calls for fixing producing ceil- 
ing and quotas until prices improve 
and a new minimum (ceiling) is set by 
the organisation.'' 


INA said Iraq had demanded a 
benchmark price of $25 a barrel with 
an eventual goal of $30 a barrel. 

Chaiabi did not specify the 
production ceiling and quotas 
sought by Iraq, but said: 

“Iraq has recently demanded that 
(oil) prices should not be under $25 a 
barrel this year which gives an indica- 
tion that the organisation, by limita- 
tion of production ceiling, discipline 
and adherence (to quotas), can 
achieve the prices it aims at. 

Saddam claimed his debt-ridden 
country has lost S14 biffion during 
the past year because a world oil glut 
has sent crude prices tumbling. 

Nazer told reporters he was “con- 
fident’ ' that Opec would reach an 
agreement at the summer meeting 
“along the lines” of the Gulf 
proposal, which would limit the 
production to about 22.5 million 
barrels a day in the next few months. 
Its cap for the first half of the year was 
22.1 million barrels. 

A confidential report prepared by 
Opec’s secretariat in Vienna gave the 

production as 23.5 million bands a 

day in the April- June quarter, accor- 
ding to sources familiar with the 
document. 

The “required production” — or 
demand — for Op«:’s oil was 
estimated at 21.8 million barrels a 


return to Cairo later tonight. 

Mubarak offered both sides in the dispute a four-point peace plan, 
which early editions of the Cairo daily Al Gbomhuiia described as 
follows: 

‘ H Ending the war of words and the threat of military force. 

■ Maintaining differences within the framework of Arab League 
consultations, and not to allow international bodies such as the United 
Nations to get involved. 

■ Staging a four-nation Arab summit with the participation of the 
leaders of Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, 
eiLher in Cairo or Riyadh, preceded by a meeting of the foreign 
ministers of the four Arab states. 

■ And the border dispute between Iraq and Kuwait should not be 
tackled at this stage. 

Arab diplomats in Baghdad told Reuters that Mubarak was striving to set up 
a meeting of senior Iraqi and Kuwaiti officials. 

Iraq, desperate for oil revenues to rebuild its war-damaged economy, is 
expected to push fora policy that will drive up oil pricesfrom the present average 

of$16a barreL It has set a price of S25 
as its target. 

' Mubarak told Egyptian reporters 
on his plane, his mission was to “dear 
the air in the Arab world and unify 
Arab ranks.’ 1 

Cairo wanted to set up a meeting, 
hopefully at foreign minister level, 
between Iraq, Kuwait, Egypt and 

New Council member 

KUWAIT, July 24, (Km): An 
Amiri order issued here today 
appointed Jason Ahmed Al Amir 
as member of the newly elected 
National Council in replacement 
of Misha! Abdnlatif Ai Hebesfai 
who has recently resigned. 

another Arab .country, probably 
Saadi Arabia, besdd. - - 

Tbe meeting would be to pave the 
way for a summit of tbe four coun- 
tries. 

Tbe Egyptian leader, the United 
States' closest Arab ally, said he bad 
spoken with Saudi Arabia's King 
Fahd before flying to Baghdad. 

Meanwhile, Arab League 
Secretary-General Chadli Klibi 
arrived in Baghdad today, apparen- 
tly to try and help defuse the crisis 
between Baghdad and Kuwait. 

He was greeted by Foreign Mini- 
ster Tareq Aziz, the Iraqi News 
Agency reported. 

The Arab League chief visited 
Kuwait last week and conferred with 
Kuwaiti leaders on the one-week-old 
row. 

Kuwait's Minister of Stale for 
Cabinet Affairs Abdul Rahman Al 
Awadi said todqy that Egyptian 
president’s brief visit to Kuwait is 
within the framework of a tour of 
Iraq, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia in an 
effort to contain tbe Kuwait- Iraqi 
dispute. 

Al Awadi said that during 
Mubarak’s visit be held a dose door 
meeting with HH tbe Amir in the 
presence of HH tbe Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah Al Sabah. 

He noted that the talks tackled the 
outcome ofMubarak's talks in Bagh- 
dad in addition to the details pertain- 
ing the dispute between Kuwait and 
Iraq which Kuwait is keen to keep it 
an Arab issue. 

Tbe minister also praised the out- 
come ofthe talks here and underlined 
the positive role which Egypt under- 
takes to contain inter-Arab differen- 
ces and to exert its utmosUo streng- 
then Arab solidarity. 

“Kuwait which appreciates tbe 
sincere efforts being exerted by the 
Saudi monarch King Fahd Bin 
Abdul Aziz and tbe other Arab 
leaders, considers Egypt's initiative a 
responsible brotherly step toward 
strengthening the Arab national 
security," said Al Awadi. 

Tbe Kuwaiti minister also hoped 
that all Arab efforts would succeed 
for tbe benefit of the Arab unity and 
strengthen stability and security in 
the Arab-world. 

In a statement to Kuna in Damas- 
cus, Awadi said that Kuwait would 
settle any dispute with any Arab 
country within the framework of the 
Arab family away from any foreign 
interference. 

He described the existing conflict 
between Kuwait and Iraq as tran- 
sient, adding there are more impor- 
tant issues threatening Arab national 
security. 

Awadi said his meeting with 
Syrian President Hafez Assad was 
positive. He said President Assad 
had expressed bis keenness on main- 
taining Arab solidarity and to refrain 
from stirring up ma rg inal issues that 

(Continued on Page 11) 



Mubarak (left) in talks with HH the Amir. 


Kuwaitis pin hopes on Arab efforts 

Britain urges peaceful settlement 


Iraqi threat 

Arens warns 
of a new 
Mideast war 

KUWAIT, Jdy 24, (Kona): Commee- 
tng on tbe recent threats by Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein, Israeli 
Defence Miniser Mode Areas said 
today that tbe possibilities of (he out- 
break of a new war in the Middle East 
b now greater than ever before. 

Addressing the Knesset's Security 
Committee, Arens ,abo warned 
against wfanf be claimed to be an 
e a c n hrt ioa of tbe wnr of words by Iraqi 
leader. 

On April 2, Saddam warned to des- 
troy half of Israel with binary weapons 
if it initiat ed an attack on Iraq. 


Iranian Oil Minister Gholamreza Aqazadeh is 
surrounded by reporters as he arrives in Geneva. 


day is the third quarter of the year, 
rising to 24.4 million barrels in tbe 
last three months of the year, said the 
sources, who demanded anonymity. 

Opec’s excess production sent 
prices tumbling in the spring. 

The average price of a basket of. 
seven crudes monitored by the Opec 
plummeted to S13.64 a band in June 
before climbing to S 1 6.25 a barrel last 
week. 

The Opec market report, accord- 
ing to the sources, said an overall 
production ceiling of 22 million 
barrels a day in the second half of the 
year would improve prices con- 
siderably. 

“For Opec to achieve its price tar- 
get of $18 a barrel on the average for 
the whole year 1990, an average price 
of more than S19 a barrel should be 
realised in the remaining part of this 
year," the sources quoted the report 
assaying. 

Several oQ ministers expressed 
support for the higher target price. 

Iran has proposed a reference price ' 
of S2Q a barrel while Iraq wants a S25 
goal. 

“Saudi Arabia is for a higher 
price,” said Nazer, without mention- 
ing a figure. 

Iraq’s Chaiabi said his country was 

(Continued on Page 11) 


By Lima Ai KhaJafawl 

Arab Times staff 

COMMENTING on the recent developments between Iraq and 
Kuwait a cross-section of the Kuwaiti people, including National 
Council members and dignitaries have expressed concern at the crisis 
and hoped that the situation will be defused amicably in brotherly 

the mediation of Arab countries 

to effectively contain this crisis. 

Describing this episode as 
temporary, Behbehani said that 
he believed in the wise policy of 
all Arab countries to defuse this 
issue. 

Another council member, 

TalaJ Al Ayar, said that theorists 
began with the initiation of the 
Iraqi memorandum which was 
received with total surprise by 
the Kuwaiti people. 

He termed reports attributed 
to US as baseless and said that 
these reports were intended to 
cause confusion and misunder- 
standing with all parties concer- 
ned. 

Essa Al Refai, said that he did 
not consider the demands tabled 
by Iraq to be legitimate as 
Kuwait was in the forefront in 
providing all needed assistance 
to Iraq during its 8-year-old war 
with Iran and added that he saw 
no logic in Iraq's present accusa- 
tions. 

Specifically addressing Iraq's 
claim that Kuwait had con- 
tributed to reduction in the oil 
prices, he said that Kuwaitis one 
of the members of tbe 13-mem- 
ber Opec. Pragmatically, speak- 
ing, he said, Iraq should have 
assisted Kuwait if it felt the need 
for increasing its oD production 
quota. 

Agencies add: Britain re-affir- 
med today that it was “following 
very closely” the current events 
in the Gulf, in the aftermath of 
the tensions between Iraq and 
Kuwait. 

Without identifying any coun- 
try by name, a Foreign Office 
spokesman in London said tha t 
the UK “would deplore any 
threat or use of force.” 

The spokesman went on to res- 
tate that the British government 
was hoping that the present dif- 
ferences “would be settled by dis- 
cussions and peaceful means.” 

The Soviet Union today 
regretted the dispute between 
Kuwait and Iraq and expressed 
hope the two Gulf neighbours 
would act in a way to prevent 
exacerbation of the situation. 

.The Kremlin's first official 
reaction to the recent crisis bet- 
ween Kuwait and Iraq over bor- 
der demarcation and oil produc- 
tion came from Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Yuri Grcmitskikh 
who said the two sides should, 
solve the issue as good neigh- 
bours. 

The spokesman, in a news 
briefing, voiced confidence that 

(Continued on Page 11) 


atmosphere. 

To gain an overall of the existing situation, this reporter interviewed 
several people from different walks of life. 

Ahmed Ismaeel Behbehani. a member of Kuwait's National Council 
commented that foreign reports are endeavouring to “Clare up” the 
situation. He added that we do believe in the capability of Kuwait and 


UN chief sees 
no escalation 

UNITED NATIONS, July 24, 
(Kuna): Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar said today it was 
unlikely that the trouble between 
Kuwait and Iraq over oil would 
escalate. 

Perez de Cuellar said in his opinion 
die situation was “containable” say- 
ing that Egypt is working on helping 
to reduce tensions “and 1 hope every- 
thing will be quiet” 



Hearing 

Christian Brando sits in L A. County 

Criminal Court during a preliminary 
hearing into the shooting death of 
his half-sister. Cheyenne’s, 
boyfriend. 
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Corruption charges: An investigator probing corruption char- 
ges against several aides and relatives of Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
has requested an extension of Wednesday's deadline for completing his 
work. 

Qasim Malik, chairman of the anti-corruption committee established 
by Benazir amidst an opposition clamour, told reporters Tuesday there 
was too much work remaining. (AP) 

* • • 

Bomb blast kills3: A huge bomb planted by guerrillas killed three 
policemen and a Roman Catholic nun in Northern Ireland on Tuesday. 

Tbe unmarked police car in which the officers were travelling on the 
outskirts of Armagh city was flung into the air by the force of the blast 
and landed on its roof. (Reuter) 

• * • 

PFLP-GC threatens: A radical, Damascus-based Palestinian 
group on Tuesday threatened to launch attacks against Israel from 
Jordanian territory. 

A spokesman for the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine- 
General Command said the attacks would be “to retaliate for the arrests 
of our groups' members everywhere in this country at the hands of 
Jordanian authorities." (AP) 

* • • 

Kremlin denies mass murder: The soviet union said on 
Tuesday more than 43,000 Germans died in internment camps in its post- 
war occupation zone of Germany. 

It denied allegations of deliberate maltreatment or mass murder but 
acknowledged that there were instances of brutality “which at times 
recalled the monstrous crimes of the fascists during the war.” ( Reuter) 

• • * 

Libyan envoy: Special envoy of Libyan leader Moammar Khad- 
dafi on Indo-Pak relations Dr Mohammad Ahmed AJ Sharif met Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto in Islamabad and delivered to her a message 
from his leader. 

According to the emissary, the message carries Khaddafi’s concern 
over the current tension between India and Pakistan and the need to 
resolve the Kashmir issue peacefully. (Kuna) 


Currency Rates 


Militiamen loyal to Syria launch pre-dawn assault on Hezbollah-held village 


NABATIYEH. July 24, (AP): Shiite Murita ' 
loyal to Syria staged a pre-dawn assault behind a rain of 
shellfire today to dislodge Iranian-backed nvafe from a 
strategic redoubt near lamer* enclave 

Police said by sundown fighting raged from bouse to 
bouse with automatic weapons, and 
hand grenades in the alleyways of the embattled town or 
Jariou, with no dear victor. 

A police spokesman said an estimated 
of ibemainstream Aral faction backed by 500 pn>Synan 


Baath Party militiamen launched the attack at 5.30 am 
(0230 GMT).' 

The attackers stormed through the defences of the 
fundamentalist Hezbollah on Jazjou's northwestern, 
southern and southeastern flanks in dose-quarter com bat, 
the spokesman said. 

‘‘Fighters of Amal and the Baath Party are pushing 
Hezbollah’s defenders toward the northern sector of 
Jaijou. which is under incessant artillery bombardment," 
the spokesman said. He cannot be named under standing 


rules. 

Flames, smoke and dust obscured the embattled town 
all day as thunderous shell blasts echoed across tbe rugged 
hills of Iqiiro Al Tuffah, or the apple region, the latest 
flashpoint in turbulent Lebanon. 

Police said 13 combatants were killed and 59 wounded 
on the ninth day of fighting for control of Jariou and a 
. duster of surrounding villages near Israel’s self-designated 
“security zone.” 

The casualties were evacuated to hospitals in the nearby 


market town ofNabatiyeh as well as south Lebanon ’s port 
cities of Sidon and Tyre, the spokesman added . 

Tbe new casualties raised the overall toll to 139 people 
killed and 427 wounded since July 16, when Hezbollah 
wrested Jaijou from Amal in a surprise attack, touching 
off the latest round in a three-year, on-and-off confronta- 
tion. 

The Baathistactrveintervention on Amal’ssidesuggests 

(Continued on Page 2) 


THE Central Bank of Kuwait currency rates against the Kuwaiti dinar 
on July 24, valued for July 27, 1990. 

Currency Baying Selling 

US dollar 289.24 290.34 

Sterling 526.42 528.S6 

Deutsche mark 177.77 17S.60 

Swiss franc 208.50 209.49 

French franc 052.97 053.21 


Italian lire 0002429 

Japanese yen 0019444 

Bahraini dinar 767.21 

UAE dirham 078.73 

Saudi riyal 077.11 

Qatari rival 079.42 

Omani nyal 751.07 


0002442 
0019539 
.. 770.47 
.. 079.80 
.. 077.44 
.. 079.82 
.. 754.56 


Asian currency exchange rates against Kuwaiti dinar 

Currency 


Hong 

Bang 


KD 

GOLD PRICES 

KD 

16.600 

One kg. 999 

.. 3.460.000 

13350 

One kg. 995 

.. 3,445.000 

7.220 

*” kL pergm.' 

3.550 

160.50 

21 kt. pergm 

3.500 

37.30 

18kt. pergm 

3.450 

9.670 

10 tola gold 

404.000 

12.600 

One ounce gold ... 

112.000 


Courtesy: Abdubuxz & AH Al Yanaf AJ Mmini Co. 

■ The US dollar fell against other major foreign currencies in cautious 
European trading Tuesday. Gold prices were higher. 

In Tokyo, tbe dollar rose to a closing 148.70 Japanese yen from I4S.S0 
yen at Monday's close. Later, in London, it fell to 148.35 yen. 

In London, the Britsih pound rose to SI. 8250 from Si. 82 1 5 late 
Monday. 

Other late dollar rates in Europe, compared with late Monday. 

■ 1 .6185 West German marks, down from 1 .6278 

■ 1.3750 Swiss francs, down from 1.3880 

■ 5.4270 French francs, down from 5.4598 

■ 1.8230 Dutch guilders, down from 1.8430 

■ 1,184.75 Italian lire, down from J ,192.00 

■ 1.1557 Canadian dollars, down from 1.1568 

Gold rose in London to a late bid price of $368.2 5 a trov ounce, up from 
S368. 1 5. bid late Monday. 

In Zurich, gold rose to a closing bid ofS368.35, up from S367.75 bid 
late Monday. 

Earlier, in Hong Kong, gold rose S6.97 to close at a bid $369.25. 
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Lanka wages war with command os on bicycles 

■ i r-»_i niii^trc mure ihuR in Jndis 5 Iasi convf 


COLOMBO, July 24, (Reuter): Sri Lankan 
security forces are using makeshift bombers 
and commandos on bicycles to drive Tamil 
separatist guerrillas back into the jungles and 
towards political concessions. 

“There's no point in having heavy bombers 
and fast planes/' Brigadier Lucky 
Wijayaratne said at the army's eastern Trin- 
■ coma lee headquarters. “This is a slow-mov- 
ing war.” 

An offensive by the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) last month prompted 
the government to unleash troops from the 

Lebanon 

(Continued from Page 1) 

the Syrian government of President 
Hafez Assad wants to curb Iran's 
growing influence through Hez- 
bollah's corrcligionista in Lebanon. 

The Syrians have 40,000 troops 
stationed in northern, eastern and 
central Lebanon under a 1976 Arab 
League mandate to smother Leban- 
on’s M uslim-Ch risdan civil war, now 
in its 16th year. 

But the Syrian army has refrained 
from entering south Lebanon to 
avert a collision with Israel. Israel 
considers south Lebanon a "red line’* 
across which it would not tolerate 
Syrian military presence. 

' The Lebanese Baath Party, which 
has a 1 .500- strong militia and is led 
by Abdulla A! Amin, a Shiite, dispat- 
ched fighters to the south last week. 

But they kept a low profile until 
today's atrack. 

At slake is the mastery of the 1 2 
million ShiiLes, who make up the lar- 
gest single sect in Lebanon, the only 
country outside Iran where 
Ayatollah Khomeini's brand of 
Shiite fundamentalism has taken 
root. 

"Jarjou must be taken from Hez- 
bollah and we shall take it.” the com- 
mander of the Baathist contingent, 
who goes by the nom dc guerre of 
Abu Rami, told reporters. 

Communiques from the Baathists 
and Amal claimed their fighters 
overran more than one halfof Jaijou. 

But Hezbollah contended the attack 
was repulsed in a “new bloodbath." 

Both Amal and Hezbollah put out 
fresh claims that Israeli border gun- 
ners pounded their positions in and 
around Jaijou. But the claim could 
not be independently verified. 

Amal attempted to recapture 
Jaijou with the support of Palestin- 
ian fighters last Friday. But the 
onslaught was crushed after twodays 
of dose-quarters combat 

The new assault scuttled efforts by 
the A 11 -Swiss International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross to arrange a 
mercy ceasefire to evacuate dozens of 
corpses rotting on the streets of 


barracks where they had been confined since 
peace talks between the two sides began more 
than a year ago. 

The security forces have driven the Tigere 
from major towns in the Tamil northeast, 
fighting mainly with thq, traditional weapon 
of the guerrillas, the AK-47 assault rifle. 

The army's most powerful arms on the 
jungle battlefields include two-seater, 
propeller-driven Sia Marchetti aircraft, 
bought for training and converted to carry a 
rocket undereach wing. 

Special Task Force commandos, trained by 


former British Speaal Air Services men, 
patrol the eastern bush on freshly painted 
bicycles. 

The war is not going in favour of the Tigers, 
who had effective control of the region where 
they are demanding a Tamil home until they 
broke the 14-month ceasefire six weeks ago. 

The army controls Trincoraalee with 
nervous soldiers manning roadblocks at most 
street comeis. 

The gunfire of rebel snipers still d isturbs the 
outskirts of the aAny’s northern frontier town 
ofVavuniya. 



Indian Prime Minister V.P. Singh (left) meets Soviet President Gorbachev in the Kremlin. (Reuter wirephoto) 

20 militants killed 


Gunbattle at Kashmir border 


SRINAGAR, July 24, (Agencies): Indian frontier 
guards killed 20 Muslim militants and arrested nine 
others who sneaked into India-held Kashmir from 
Pakistan, a senior official said today. 

“It was a major success.” the official said of the 
incident late yesterday. He said the militants died in 
a gunbattle with Indian border guards at Kupwara, 
90 kilometres (56 miles) north of Srinagar. 

At least five other Muslim separatists were killed 


Jaijou since Friday. 
It also shattered a 


it also shattered a one-day lull that 
was used by villagers to flee the apple 
region, which covers 50 square miles 
<129 square km) of rocky territory 
southeast of Sidon. 

Police said more thaii 56,000 of the 
region '4 ’ 75^000 popiilatfih) have 
escaped on foot or by car to safer 
areas at Sidon. Tyre and Nabatiyeh. 

The police spokesman said an 800- 
man force dispatched by Yasser 
Arafat's Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation to the embattled province last 
week apparently took no pan in 
today's attack. 

The PLO publicly maintains it 
intervened to stop the intra-Shiite 
bloodletting. But the PLO actually 
wants to block any Hezbollah expan- 
sion that would threaten its main 
bases at Sidon. 

A wounded Amal fighter 
evacuated from the frontlines said 
militia assault groups advanced 
about 200 metres into the village out- 
skirts where the offensive met tough 
resistance. 

He said Amal forces were battling 
from house-to-house to try to win 
more ground. 

Today’s fighting defied efforts by 
an Iranian embassy team to end the 
battles that forced thousands of peo- 
ple to nee from Iqlim AlTufTah. 


Sarwari detained 
in Indian capital 

NEW DELHI, July 24, (Kuna): 
Several Afghan groups in India 
urged the Indian government not to 
have mercy on former Afghan 
Deputy Prime Minister Assadullah 
Sarwari. who has been arrested by 
Delhi police for not having valid and 
relevant travel documents. 

Sarwari, who was arrested by the 
police on J une 1 2. is now languishing 
rnTihar jail oflbe capital and his case 
is pending in the district megistrate's 
court. 

Engineer Wazir Ahmed, represen- 
tative of Islamic unity of Islamic 
mujahedeens. and Abdul Basir of 
Jamait-E-Islami Afghanistan, said at 
a press conference here that Sarwari 
was one oft he main culprits, respon- 
sible for crimes and tyranical acts 
ogamsi innocent people. 

As a head of the Agsa, tbe secret 
police service of Afghanistan, he is 
alleged io have committed brutalities 
against sympathisers of muja- 
bedeeas. 


Singh in talks 
with Soviets 

Stress on co-operation 



MOSCOW. July 24, (Kuna): 
Indian Prime Minister Vishwan- 
ath Pratap Singh continued his 
second day of talks with his 
Soviet counterpart Nikolai Ryz- 
hkov today and other high rank- 
ing Soviet officials. 

During a dinner banquet given 
last night in honour of the Indian 
guest, Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev said that he was sure 
that Indo-Soviet political co- 
operation will continue to 
^develop for the interests of both 
countries and Asia. 

Gorbachev affirmed the 
solidarity or the Soviet Union 
with the Indian government's 
efforts to improve relations with 
its neighbours, expressing his 
hope that the disputes in the 
Asian sub-continent would be 
solved by political means on the 
basis of the principles embodied 
in the Delhi communique. 

V. P. Singh also said that lndo- 
Soviet friendship has withstood 
the elements of time because it is 
based on strong grounds tbat no 
change of government or party 
could affect. 

Singh expressed his support of 
efforts made by the Soviet Union 
to join the international econ- 
omic system. 

The Indian prime minister 
assured his country's inten tion to 
go ahead with its initiatives 
towards resolving all disputes 
with its neighbours by saying, "it 
is not appropriate for neighbours 
to violate the sovereignty of each 
other.” 

A joint Soviet-Indian 
statement signed by both leaders 
yesterday affirmed their support 
to a world, free of nuclear 
weapons and violence and to the 
belief that war can no longer be 
an instrument of politics. 

Singh discussed with his Soviet 
counterpan, bilateral relations, 
and joint co-operation in the 
fields of trade, economy, science 


and technology. 

The Soviet Union and India, 
locked for decades in centrally- 
negotiated agreements, are seek- 
ing ways to boost trade when 
Moscow opens its doors to 
market economics. 

Singh, paying the first visit to 
Moscow by an Indian prime min- 
ister since 1985, said perestroika 
economic reforms could spur 
new co-operation between the 
two countries. 

“Perestroika in the Soviet 
Union and the structural chan- 
ges that we are bringing about in 
our economy will provide new 
challenges and fresh opportun- 
ities for diversifying and expand- 
ing our economic relations,” 
Singh said. 

Indian sources said Singh, 
who held talks yesterday with 
Gorbachev and Ryzhkov, hoped 
to revise tbe basis of trade bet- 
ween the two countries, which in 
the past has rested on agreements 
between the two governments. 

India, probably theclosest and 
most powerful Soviet partner in 
the developing world, faces 
problems similar to other states 
heavily committed to trade with 
Moscow before perestroika. 

As the Soviet Union moves to 
abandon strict central control 
and change to a "regulated 
market economy/' long-term 
agreements must be made more 
flexible to accommodate links 
between Soviet state and co- 
operative enterprises and Indian 
companies. 

India and the Soviet Union 
also agreed on a need to change 
to convertible currency 
payments from the offset deals 
Favoured by Moscow in the past. 
This is not likely until after 1 995. 

“We have to deal with 
individual enterprises nowand in 
some cases with autonomous 
republics (within the Soviet 
Union). 


"You don't tell u s where the LTTE are but 
you tell the LTTE about the army/' said a 
plain-clothes soldier, speaking in Tamil to 


women who naa come ocgaiau aimj 
for the release of husbands and sons detained 
since the fighting erupted. . 

Rhetoric in Colombo about annihilating 
the guerrilla force diminishes to greater prag- 
ma usm among officers in the field who do not 
underestimate the Tigers’ skills, honed oyer 
20 years, in jungle warfare and in asserting 
their authority over villagers. 

"To give the devil his due, he's not going to 


be caught with his pants down,” said Colonel 
Parami Kulatunga in Vavuniya. • 

Sri Lanka’s army, which has not Ipugm a 

conventional war since independence in 1948. 
has at least trebled in strength in the past seven 
years to around 50.000 men trained 
specifically for counter-insurgency - 
Thirteen months of enforced co-operauon 
with the Tigers during peace talks gave it some 
insight into rebel logistics. 

It also learned from watching Indian 
troops, sent into Sri Lanka as peacekeepers, 
lose nearly 1,200 men in 30 months to Tiger 


attacks, more than in India* last conven- 
tional war with Pakistan in 1 97] . The Indus* 
left Sri Lanka in March. 

Sri Lankan forces noted that large army 
patrols working in conventional military for- 
mations took heavy casualties when confron*. 
led with landmines and Tiger snipers, who . 
targe i led the officers. 

The Sri Lankans are now advancing into 
the jungle in much smaller groups, aiming to - 
ficht with guerrilla tactics and lo -undermine 
Tamil confidence in ihe Tigers as a military t r 
force. ■■■ ; 



Troops capture rebel village 

200 Tamil rebels killed in two days fighting 


in three separate incidents across Kashmir today. 
The deaths brought the total number of people 
killed to at least 863 since Jan 20, when India 
la unebed a crackdown on the separatists. 

India, alarmed by increased Muslim separatist 
activity in the northern state of Jammu-Kashmir, 
has stepped up border patrols to stop alleged infil- 
tration of separatists from Pakistan. 

Eighty Muslim militants have 

■ ■ died in frontier violence in the 

I mW past week. 

■ PI Indian ^ officials claim Kash- 

m m m miri militants . regularly cross 

over’ to Pakistan • through the 
. ■ ‘ border and return by the same 

routd’afterTeceivfng'aTraFtrain- 
B ingin Pakistan. 

Pakistan denies it is training or 
_____ helping the militants, but says it 

supports the separatist 

0 M movement, which it calls a fight 

for self-determination . 

The Indian official, who spoke 
on condition of not being iden- 
lon and India, tified by name, said yesterday's 
s in centrally- fighting erupted when the 
ients. are seek- militants .fired at Indian border 
at trade when guards after crossing over from 
its doors to Pakistan. 

_ Indian guards seized 22 AK-47 
he first visit to rifles, three light machine guns 
lian prune min- and 1,425 rounds of ammuni- 

lid perestroika tions from the militants. 

18 New Delhi reacted to the 

1 between the development by deploying tens 

ofthousandsofsecurity forces to 
D the , ? VICt smother tbe separatist cam- 
ructural chan- paign, but the movement shows 
nging about in no sign of slowing. 

1 provide new _ . .. 

esh opportun- Today the government 

ig and expand- remained paralysed on the 

ic relations” second day of a three-day strike 

JC relauons ' by more than 150,000 Muslim 

s said Singh, state employees. The strike was 

-esterday with c f Ued - to Protest alleged 

yzhkov, hoped atrocities committal by security 

5 of trade CT forces against civilians, govern- 

itries, whichin l sources said- 

iin jomjiiTTuntc Indian security forces have 

overSS^ J**® acx ^ u f d of a wide range of 

theclosest and n abu9es m kastu ? ir ’ 

viet partner in mclud,Q S ^ 1 a 

world faces woman «n route to her wedding 

to other states “ d lh ? burnings of 

1 to trade with nearly 300 homes in two villages 

rrestroika. near Srinagar, 

nion moves to ■ Prune Minister of Azad 

entral control Kashmir Mumtaz Hussein 

a “regulated Rathore urged Soviet President 

r/’ long-term Mikhail Gorbachev to ask India 

be made more to honour its pledge and bold a 

unodate links plebiscite on Kashmir, 

state and co- The Premier of Azad Kashmir 

ses and Indian said that as the Indian Prime 
Minister Vishwanath Pratap 
Soviet Union Singh is in Moscow, the Soviet 
teed to change leadership should fully utilise 
- currency this opportunity to ensure peace 
ie offset deals between Pakistan and India, 
ow in the past. He said the situation in Kash- 

nUl after 1995. mir was posing a severe danger to 

> deal with the regional and international 
isesnowandin peace. He charged the Indians 
autonomous were perpetrating worst 

i the Soviet atrocities on innocent Kash- 

miris. 


COLOMBO, July 24. (AP): The Sn 
Lankan army has captured a key 
northern village that controls access 
to the rebel stronghold on the Jaffna 
peninsula, military officials said 
today. 

Soldiers took over the village of 
Pa ran than yesterday after fierce figh- 
ting in which at least 30 rebels were 
killed, said the officials.who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Paranthan is just south of Ele- 
phant Pass, a causeway that links tbe 
Jaffna peninsula with the mainlan d. 

Four soldiers died in the attack, in 
which helicopter-borne troops and 
commandos were dropped behind 
rebel defences, the officials said. 

The capture of Para than. 11 
kilometres (7 miles) south of the 
causeway, could provide a launching 
pad for an attack on Jaffna, which 
the rebels have held since they 
repudiated a ceasefire with govern- 
ment forces on June 11. 

The government holds four 
military installations on tbe penin- 
sula, which have been under a rebel 
siege for more than a month. 

At least 200 re be ls of the Libera- 
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam and 17 
soldiers were killed during the fight- 
ing, which began on Sunday after 
guerrillas attacked a military patrol, 
the official said. 

He said at least 60 rebels and 35 
soldiers were wounded during the 
two days of fighting. 

With the capture of Paranthan, 
security forces as of yesterday con- 
trolled all towns on tbe highway bet- 
ween Vavuniqa, 1 35 miles (215 km) 
north of the capital, and Elephant 
Pass. 

On Monday, Ranjan Wijeratne. 
the minister of state for defence, said 
security forces were still working to 
gain control of three areas in the 
eastern province. 

"In the next week or so we should 
be able to finalize things in the eas- 
tern province.” Wijeratne said. , . t 

The rebels blew up the Elephant 
Pass causeway last week in an effort 
to intensify their stranglehold on the 


Benazir • 
accused of 
‘insulting’ 
Islam 

LAHORE, July 24, (AP): A small 
refigions party has a c cuse d Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto of 
"insulting” the Islamic refigkm, a 
crime punishable by death or life 
in prison. 

The provincial Law Mfaistiy is 
considering whether to charge 
Benazir, bat a decision is not 
expected for several weeks. 

Tbe fundamentalist Jamaat-e- 
Islami, lodged two complaints 
against Benazir on Monday with 
the Lahore police. 

Benazir’s party spokesman has 
disputed the allegations, cla mi ng 
they are politically motivated. 

A police official, Raja Moham- 
mad Fayyaz, said the comptaiats 
were sent to die provincial 
advocate-general who wfil decide 
whether a case caa be brought 
against tbe prime minister. 

The accusations against Ben- 
azir resulted from a statement she 
reportedly made last Friday to 
reporters denouncing as 
"improper and unwritable” tbe 
Muslim punishment of entting off 
a person's hand for stealing. 

The comment was pobfisfaed in 
a front-page article in the Uidn- 
butgusge newspaper, daily Jang. 

Benazir’s spokesmen reined to 
confirm or deny whether she made 
the statement. 

Tbe charges being considered 
were drafted under sections of 
Pakistan’s criminal code that 
make it illegal to u defiberately 
and maliciously ... outrage 
religious feetiags of any class by 
insnftiag its religion or refisoas 
betiefe.” 

Benazir's comments were 
reportedly made while fielding 
questions on n controversial hH 
that would make Islamic law the 
rale of tbe land m Pakistan. 



A police commando inspects a burnt-out jeep in Tirrukovri town which was once m the hands. olTacmi T rgers. (Reuier 

wirephoto) 


peninsula, but military officials said 
it had been repaired. 

Tbe causeway is the only viable 
route for a large-scale crossing onto 
the peninsula, which hangs like a 
scorpion’s tail from the northern end 
of the island. 

At least 2,890 combatants have 
been killed in the fighting, the latest 
phase in the seven-year-old war for 


of TrincomaJee in a rebel ambush 
yesterday, military officials said. 

When the fighting began last 
month, the rebels held the Tamil- 
dominated areas on the north and 
east of the island. The army dislod- 
ged the rebels from most towns in the 
east, but the guerrillas retreated into 
jungles to fight what could be a 
protracted war. 


an .independent Tamil homeland. - - .—In. the, garth., the-anny Jsis.bccn 
Many civilians also have died. unable- lo make much., headway: 

The latest casualties included eight becanseoftfag difficult 

so Idicrsltilled near the east coast port • - — — — 


■miUH 


ambush Sn Lankan air force bombed 

aid. civilians indiscriminately around the 

(an last army outposts earlier in ihe cam- 

: Tamil- paign. 

mb and 

i dislod- ■ A PLO delegation led by deputy 
ns in the director of the PLO’s poixticai depa r- 

itedinto tment Abdul LaiifAbuHajlah,ooan 

Id be a official visit to Sri Lanka, said at a 

press briefing tbepurposc of the 
. xidpgalion,’ s vtsketo Sri Lanka austtv 
endways ^tjevotopgoodreb tions, betwrec, the 
.qounroes -foUogiag t hedgpor -, 
that the furedrtficisraiH^ 


Pakistanis risk prison 


Having a drink is crime 


ISLAMABAD. July 24, (Reuter): Risking prison, a 
whipping and maybe even eternal damnation, Pakis- 
tani businessman Farooq closes his eyes and gulps 
down a beer. 

“In tbe old days, we had a choice; beer, Scotch 
whisky, Irish whiskey, and also bourbon,” Farooq 
said wistfully. 

Now, Farooq, who asked not to be further iden- 
tified, is a criminal for having a drink. 

“Since 1977, Islamic Pakistan has been officially 
alcohol-free, obeying the teachings of the Prophet 
Mohammed (PBUH) who said that drinldng liquor 
was a mortal sin. 


But there are still plenty of Pakistanis willing to 
risk earthly and unearthly punishment for tbe 
pleasures of an evening cock taiL 

k There are some hard drinkers here.” said one 
bureaucrat. “Some people keep large stockpiles." 

Hie government forbade tbe sale of alcohol to ail 
Muslim Pakistanis in 1977 and the ban was under tbe 
“ Islamis ation” process launched by the country's 
late military ruler. General Mohammad Zia ul-Haq. 

From rough sailors' dubs in the southern port of 
Karachi to elegant diplomatic receptions in the 
federal capital or Islamabad to the north, tbe decree 
had its desired effect. 

Bars tbat used to cater to both Pakistanis and 
foreigners dosed their doors. Liquor stores shut 
down. And the country's distilleries were forced to 
limit sales to foreigners and tbe country’s non- 
Muslim minorities. 

Muslim Pakistanis caught drinking or m frying 
alcohol can now be fined or imprisoned. 

They can also be given eighty lashes with an oil- 
soaked leather whip, which is the punishment sugges- 
ted by Islam's holy book, the Holy Quran although 
local sources say this ranHy happens. 

One example of the turnaround in the fortunes or 
Pakistan's drinkers is the Murree brewery, home of 
“the most persecuted beer in the world.” 

Formerly located in an idyllic bill town famous as a 
pre-independence summer resort for the British Raj, 
the brewery once did a roaring business producing 
boCT,whisky and gin for the country’s finest watering 

The original brewery is now a ruin, torched by 
Islamic fundamentalists shortly alter Pakistan’s 
independence in 1947. Goats Mid mules meander 
through the rubble, which has become a temporary 
camp for families of Afghan refugees fleeing their 
war-tom homeland. 

Murree. Pakistan’s only brewery, now operates in 
the city of Rawalpindi. But Chief Executive M.P. 
Bhandara said tbe company’s best days were over. 

“We have a great past in front of us. “Bhandara 


said, sitting in an office where Victorian memorabilia 
from the brewery’s heyday shares wallspacc with 
plunging sales charts. 

“Murree beer is the world's most persecuted beer.” 
he said. “We sold about 180,000 bulk gallons of beer 
in 1989. We did ten times as much in 1945.” 
Bhandara, a non-Muslim whose family owns a 
controlling interest in Murree, said government 
regulation had hobbled his company and destroyed 
his market. 

Murree workers, most of whom are Muslim and 
cannot legally drink their own product, must con- 
stantly negotiate with government customs and 
mare men who hold the keys to storage and produc- 
tion facilities. 

i. J? C f bn T eiy cannot advertise and is subject to a 
host of rules and regulations designed to keep its 
products out ofthe bands of potential consumers. 

'" ,h “ mi “ 0 " 

Bhandara said the prohibition on alcohol has led 
to tragic consequences.” including Pakistan's high 
drug-addiction rate. ^ 

“Drugs have filled the vaccum, he said. “Young- 
sters m search of an innocent intoxicant have latched 
onto narcotics. ’ 

^5S istan J !l?f "! emanated three million drug 
addicts, and tbe mam jump in addiction has occurred 
ovCTjje past decade, according to the govenuSt 

r h foreign spirits flow into the country 
through the same smuggling routes that Pakistan's 
dhat exports, hashish, opium and other drugs, flow 

°L cf i a ™P agnc - vermouth and brandy all 
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“It is not terribly difficult,” said Farooq, robbing 
his fingers together to signify the accessary pav-offsf 
Lacking the cash for imported brew tinnier* ; n 

aiconoi, a frequently poisonous concoction ik«*t 
Smrt^ r ' Pr<5 ? ntativ “ ° r *= “ore 

^ ev “ ,u ™d Sitna- 


‘We are treated worse than dogs/ says an untouchable 


NEW DELHI. July 24, (AP): Mohan Lai 
fled his village 13 years ago to escape the 
insults that were part of life as an “untou- 
chable” — a Hindu without a caste. 

When he returned home last month, Lai 
found that his family and other castelcss 
people, or Harijans. still were pariahs in 
their village in Rajasthan state. 

“We are treated worse than dogs.” said 
LaL 28. now a construction supervisor in 
New Delhi. 

In the anonymity or a big city, Harijans 
can hide their background without anyone 
bothering them. Those who prosper can 
shed the stigma, as Lai is trying to do. 


Bui in rural areas, untouchables live 
separately in Harijan bastis (colonies) and 
have no opportunities to break out of the 
tradition. 

Mohandas K. Gandhi gave untouchables 
the Hindi name Harijans, or “children of 
God.” in hopes it would provide them some 
respectability. 

Untouchability was declared illegal after 
India gained independence from Britain in 
1947, but the ancient tradition continues 
unchecked. 

Even now, caste Hindus do not allow 
"ouicasies" to wear shoes or new clothes, 
ride bicycles, use umbrellas, drink from the 


main village well or hold their beads up wfaDe 
walking in Ihe street. 

Kail as h Satyarthi. a soda! activist, said 
that “Harijans are beaten up for this, their 
women raped and men sometimes killed.” 

Caste Hindus even believe they are defiled 
if they touch a Harijan and that water 
becomes polluted if an untouchable walks 
past tihe well. 

Dozens of other rules ostracise tbe 100 
million people m this nation of 880 million 
who do not belong to any of the four Hindu 
castes. Brahmins, or priests; Kshatriyas, or 
soldiers, governors and landowners; Yai- 
shyas, or tradespeople and menial workers. 


Each caste has many subdivisions. 

Such beliefs took root about 2^00 years 
ago and remain widespread in Indian 
villages, where 75 percent ofthe people live, 
according to sociologists. 

Oppression of the Harijans is compoun- 
ded by poverty and illiteracy. Most are 
agricultural labourers who are lucky to cant 
enough for two a day. 

“There is a lack of awareness and co- 
ordination among (be Harijans,” said T.K. 
Oomen, a sociologist. “There is no mass 
consciousness. Harijans are a group by 
itself, but they are not a group for itself. ” 
Sociologists and social activists say the 


subjugation of Harijans is perpetuated by 
politicians because tbe untouchables 
provide useful “vote banks” during elec- 
tions. 

Politicians rarely talk about tbe problems 
of untouchables. Welfare Minister Ram 
VOas Paswan, himself a Maryan, ackn- 
owledged in Parliament in May that be did 
not know bow many Harijans victimised by 
violence had been aided by the government. 

Paswan said authorities had been “asked 
to take appropriate action both to punish 
the perpetrator^ or crimes and to provide 
appropriate relief and rehabilitation to the 
victims.” 
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v Van Gogh suffered from Meniere’s 


ARAB TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 1990 



CHICAGO, July 24, (Reuier): Vincent van 
Gogh was neither a lunatic nor an epileptic 
but suffered from a common inner ear disor- 
der that led him to cut off his ear and even- 
tually kill himself, medical experts said. 

They said the Dutch painter, who commit- 
ted suicide 100 years ago this month at the age 
of 37, had Meniere's disease, characterised by 
a painful ringing or buzzing in the ear and 
vertigo — attacks 'of disab ling riminws , 


disease: experts 


The report from the Swedish Medical Cen- 
tre in Colourado was based on an examina- 
tion of medical records and Van Gogh's own 
letters and was published in this week's Jour- 
nal of the American Medical Association. 

Meniere's disease has been described in 
France's medical literature during Van 
Gogh's lifetime but poor communications 
kept the information from reaching the 
provinces, the researchers said. 


An examination of 796 of Van Gogh's 
personal letters “reveals a man constantly in 
control of his reason and suffering from 
severe repeated attacks of disabling vertigo, 
not a seizure disorder,” the study said. 

Van Gogh admitted himself to an asylum at 
St Remy, France, in 1889 where he was 
diagnosed as suffering from epilepsy. He 
killed himself on July 29, 1 890. 

"Van Gogh's handwritten statements des- 


cribing his attacks and his illness are compell- 
ing evidence for a diagnosis of Meniere's 
disease and not epilepsy,” said the study. 

“His voluntary admission to the asylum at 
St Remy hoping to find help for his attacks of 
vertigo that everyone else thought was a form 
of epilepsy and his rational behaviour at the 
asylum as well as before and after attacks as 
described in his voluminous correspondence 
should forever banish the notion that he was 


an epileptic or ‘mad’," the report said. 

I. Kaufman Aren berg, the principal author 
of the study, became interested in Lhe subject 
while a medical student, an aide told Reuters. 

During an art history class he recognised 
that Van Gogh's symptoms were similar to 
those of an acquaintance who had been diag- 
nosed with Meniere's disease, the aide said. 

When Van Gogh cut off pari of his left .ear 
and sent it to a prostitute two days before 
Christmas in 1888 he was “assailed by 


auditory hallucinations,'' the physician who 
attended him reported, the study said. 

The incident suggests that the tinnitus or 
ringing in the ear characteristic of Meniere's 
“had become intolerable and that he felt he 
might alleviate the ‘auditory hallucinations* 
by eliminating their source,” the study said. 

Other victims of the disease have been 
known to sever their ears or poke holes in 
them with ice picks to end the noise, the study 
said. 


Designers’ tastes revealed 




From sumptuous gowns to Persian-rug fantasies 

l PV IV C.I , ... 


PARIS, July 24, (AP): From Dior’s fabulous gowns 
m lame, satin, lace and taffeta to Scherrer's Persian- 
rug fantasies, yesterday’s couture shows were more 
revealing about designers’ taste than what next fall’s 
fashion in the streets will be. 

But the clothes do show tendencies women 
dream about an even emulate, if they are handy with 
a needle. 

Ferre 

Gianfranco Ferre, starting his second year as 
Dior’s couturier, got a big hand for turning out a 
gorgeous line of elegant suits and sumptuous even- 
ing gowns. The talented Italian seems to have fond a 
fine cruising speed for himself as creator for this 
grand old house after a somewhat shaky start last 
> year. 

He concentrated on a palette of blue* — indigo, 
violet, slate, midnight — with some lively shades of 
ruby, cerise or deep coral thrown in. The day wear 
glamorously skimmed the body in slim lines, but 
skirts, were somewhat longer than the cro tch -high 
models being seen nearly everywhere else. 

There was a lot of opulence here even in daytime 
wear, with an a- line coat ornamennted with fancy 
braid buttons, a low-keyed dress and coat belted 
firmly with big bands of taffeta. 

Other cover-ups were Ferre’s invention for Dior’s 
fur collection, dyed sable lined with sparkly lace. It 
made one want to be very rich indeed — and have a 
good party to show off at. 

Sdierrer 

Jean-Loms Schemer didn't skimp on wealthy 
looks either. Most the audience seemed to love his 
Persian-carpet styles, although the feathered even- 
ing wear was greeted sceptically. ' 

There was lots of leg showing here in these minis 
under their nicely-fitted jackets with big lapels 
sometimes worn under soft, big hooded burnoose- 
style coats — in autumn colours tike burnt orange, 
terra-cotta, ochre, gold with some prune and burni- 
shed reds thrown in. 

Lots of shiny folklore prints cropped up in lus- 
cious lame evening wear, often short but also good 
in very tight sexy decoUetes overfull long skirts. And 
Schemer played around with variations of the 
“smoking” or tuxedo — one with nothing under- 
neath but a lacy slip of a dress. 

Cardin 

Pierre Cardin celebrated his forty years in 
couture,, thirty years-in ready -- 1 o-wear, -twenty years, 
in theatre and ten years in- the Maxim’s restaurant 
business with a couture show featuring inqre of the 
same Cardin fav ourites.' ‘ • i ; 

There were the terrific little coats — dozerisljf 
them, marked by the Cardin structured approach 
with high funnel collars, accordion-pleated sleeves, 
petal sleeves, pointed panel fronts in a rainbow of 
colours, plaids and tweeds. 

He also did a series of long mid-calf outfits, which 
may be restful for those who would rather cover up. 
But in this series of leggy shows they tend to look 
rather stuffy grande dame. 

But there was as usual lots of invention and fim in 
late-day wear, with a few of the stand-out hoola- 
hooped skirts, bright dresses garnished with enor- 
mous sunflowers and gala confections of stiffened 
flounces for a puffy effect. 

Balmain 

Erik Mortensen at Balmain brought out some 
interesting textured knits in soft autumn colours 
along with a few of his shorts outfits, and slightly 
weird evening wear like the sparkly gold and silver- 
embroidered clinging black catsuit. 

More glamorous was the silk sheath slashed in 
snaky patterns to reveal flesh-coloured chiffon, but 
not flesh underneath. 

And he topped some lean leather jumpsuits with 
intriguing bigcoals with colourful outsized stitched 
patchwork effects all over them. 

Mori 

Another dream world for rich fashion devotees 
was turned out by Hanae Mori. The Japanese 
couturiere, who won the Legion of Honour last 
year, also is the only Japanese officially accepted as a 

member of the French haute couture group, the 
Charabre Syndicale. 

At her show. Mori concentrated on exquisite 
drapes and flowers as a theme for her dressier 
clothes. Her rose-fastened satin gowns with draping 
and sparkling embroidery were luscious for 
debutantes or women a bit older. 

Mori did some wonderful short suits in smooth 
wools, easily- fitted with flaring I on g pep hnn jackets, 
and luxuriant short cashmere or smooth- wool capes 
in colours raspberry or mustard. 

But her show-stoppers were the slithery sequined 
gowns embroidered to look like Van Gogh paint- 
ings, with all the swirls and cypresses right out of the 
Aries masterpieces. 

New talent 

Among the sproutng new talent, Dutch-born 
Paul B. Rise n, 27, gave a promising offering of truly 
couture-finished styles. He reportedly sewed all 32 
garments himself. 

His long fitted redingote-style jackets with their 
jaunty riders' top hats were well made, as were some 
o the terrific pants suits, often with as interesting 
bolero flared with sharp pleats at the back. 

To amuse Lhe jaded fashion crowd and launch a 
new watch collection called “Mademoiselle,” the 
Chanel company is opening up the Chanel Suite at 
the Riiz for the week. The rooms are reconstituted 
exactly as when Coco Chanel lived there before 
World War'll- 

■ The Ted Lapdus fashion house, whose founder 
made his nam e in the swinging 1960s, has been 
bought by a French financial holding company with 
a taste for luxury. 


Ivana T rump, wife ot the beleaguered American billionaire 
Donald Trump, is seen sealed at the Iront row at Christian 
Dior's fali/winter haute couture fashion show in Paris on 
Sunday. (Reuter wirephoto) 



A Christian Dior model presents a violet and blue toned 
cock feather during the autumn/winter 1990-91 High 
Fashion collection on Monday. (Reuter wirephoto) 





At the end of Balmain's I all/winter haute couture collection 
on Sunday, Swedish designer Mortensen kisses one of the 
models wearing a creation resembling a nun's habil. 
(Reuier wirephoto) 


Royal bread gives new meaning to upper crust 


.ONDON, July 24. ( AP): The ultimate 
5 now on sale, an organic bread named after Praoe 
Charles' Highgrove estate and containing wheat 
irganically grown at his home farm. 

The Tesco supermarket chain began selling 
wholemeal Highgrove for 59 pence (SI. 07) a loaf 
esterday. as part of a 12- week trial at 23 Tesco 
tores in ute southeast of England. 

The bread is made from wheat grown witiiout 
esticides at Prince Charles’ home farm at High- 

rove. 160 kilometres (lOOmiles) westof London, as 


well as Canadian organic wheat. 

The prince agreed to the product to promote 
oiganic farming. Eighteen months ago he denoun- 
ced what he called the excessive use of chemicals in 
modem agriculture, and in 1985, he partly conver- 
ted home farm to organic fanning methods. 

The secretary of the prince's Duchy of Cornwall, 
David Landale, said Prince Charles regarded the 
loaf as “an ideal opportunity to tiy to show that 
organic farming can produce financially profitable, 
good quality crops.” 


SARATOGA SPRINGS, New 
York; Donnie Wahlbcsg wasn't 
seriously bun when he fell through 
a stage trapdoor. But the singing 
star of New Kids oa The Block was 
admitted to the Intensive Care Unit 

to keep his admiring fans away. 

More than 100 fans gathered 

Monday outside Saratoga Hospital 

where the 20-year-old Wahl berg 
was listed as stable. He was being 
held in in tensive care for security 
reasons, said hospital spokeswoman 

Helen Edetmaa. 

Wahl berg suffered bruises to his 
chest and cuts to his arms and lowcr 
Iip when be crashed through an 
unsealed trap door late in Sunday 
night's concert at the Saratoga 
Raceway, said Skip Carlson, 
Raceway spokesman. 

“1 was told the door jusl gave way 
and he went down through it.” he 
said. (AP) 

* * * 

LOS ANCELES: It's a boy for 
actress Kelly Lebrock and her actor- 
husband Steven SeagaL 

Deal nic Saa Rocco Seagal 
weighed 7 pounds (3 kilogrammes) 
when he was born last Thursday at 
Cedan-Sinaj Medical Centre, said 
Paul Bloch, publicist for the couple. 

“Mother and child are in 
excellent health.” Bloch said 
Monday. The couple and their 
newborn have returned to their 
home near San (a Barbara, be said. 

The Seagals also have a 3-year- 
old daughter, Ah —»Rt« 

Miss Lebrock may be best known 
for her role in the movie “Woman in 
Red.” Seagal won acclaim for his 
role in the film “Above The Law." 
(AP) 

* • * 

OSLO, Norway; A Norwegian 
solider swam Tor 50 boors in an 
Arctic Fjord this past weekend in a 
bet with a buddy who rode a bicycle 
for 78 hours straight, a report said 
Monday. 

Per Chririan So&erg, a 24-year- 
okl marine, swam 60 kilometres (37 
miles) in north Norway’s Ramsund 
Fjord, completing the non-stop 
Marathon Sunday evening, reported 
Oslo’s Verdens Gang newspaper. 

He wore a wetsuit and scuba 
diving flippers. • 

The otter soldier. W bo' was not 
named in the report had fulfilled - 
their gentlemen’s bet by ‘bicycli hg 

morcTh an 1, 0 0 0 kil ometre s ( 620 

miles) from Ramsund to Oslo in 78 
hours. (AP) 


‘I didn’t mean to shoot him’ 

Officer testifies in Brando case 


LOS ANGELES. July 24. (Reuter): 
Christian Brando, the son of actor 
Marlon Brando, told a police officer 
be shot his half-sister’s boyfriend 
during an argument but that the 
shooting was an accident, the officer 
testified yesterday. 

Patrolman Sieve Cunningham 
said the younger Brando’s first words 
t to him. less than 30 minutes after the 
incident, were, “I didn’t mean to 
shoot him.” 

Brando, 32. is charged with mur- 
dering 26-year-old Tahitian Dag 
Drollet at his father's Hollywood 
mansion on March 16. 

Christian's 20- year-old half-sister 
Cheyenne gave birth to DroUet’s 
child on June 30. linking the two 
families. 

The defence said at yesterday's 
bearing Cheyenne would not be able 
to give evidence because she was in 
hospital in Tahiti where she was 
under sedation for menial and 
physical problems. 

Deputy District Attorney Steven 
Barshop had hoped to use Cheyenne 
as his star witness against Christian, 
but defence lawyer Robert Shapiro 
read a cablegram from the US consul 
in Tahiti which said she was “men- 
tally and physically unable to 
travel.” 

As the court drama unfolded, it 
was closely watched by Marlon 
Brando, who sat in the front row of 
the spectators’ gallery in a light grey, 
pin-striped suit with Cheyenne’s 
brother Miko. 

Christian Brando, an unemployed 
wdder and part-time actor, sat next 

BATON ROUGE, Louisian: One 
works with an electric guitar, the 
other with an acoustic, but brothers 
Tim and Travis Spines* are tops in 
their fields. 

They won first place in both . 

, divisions or the guitar thr o w ing ; 
contest sponsored by a Baton 
Rouge music store. ■ 

1 ••“We-practicedthrowmg'wttha- '■» 
tyre jack for the last two days," Tim 
said. (AP) 

* • * 



f * 
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Actor Marlon Brando and his son Mikosit in LA County Criminal Courr, during a preliminary hearing for his son Christian 
on Monday Christian is accused in the murder of Dag Droilet. boyfriend of his sister Cheyenne (Reuter wirephoto) 



to his lawyer with his back to his 
father. The only time their eyes met 
was when he was brought into the 
courtroom from the adjacent hold- 
ing ceils. 

The prosecution suffered a second 
major setback at the preliminary 
hearing when the judge refused to 
admit as evidence a key one-hour 
tape-recorded confession made to a 
detective by Christian Brando. 

BEVERLY HILLS, CaGfonda: 
Hollywood actress Zsa Zsa Gabor 
says the prosecutor who successfully 
pressed charges against ter for 
slapping a Beverly Hills cop 
c»qjferrcdUlpgallyjp private with 

tbetrial judge. 

The complaint against deputy 
district attorney EMcn Fox was 
under iifktstiguio«t<by the state bar.n 
said spokeswoman Sssau Scott in 
San Francisco. (AP) 


Judge Larry Fidler barred the con- 
fession because Detective Steven Osti 
had failed to advise Brando fully of 
his constitutional rights before ques- 
tioning him. 

The judge said Osti had told 
Brando he had the right to remain 
silent, that anything he said could be 
used against him ina court of law and 
that he had the right to have a lawyer 
present during questioning. But Osti 

MONTEREY, California: Two 
small Soviet research submarines are 
expected to explore a deep 
underwater canyon off the 
California coast later this year, one 
of the US organisers of the 
expedition said on Monday. 

Under the visit organised by the 
US Geological Survey, the Soviet 
scientists willspeodabont a. week a 
diving into the Monterey Canyon, 
about 100 miles (160 km") south of 
San Francisco. (Reuier) 


failed to inform Brando that ir he 
could not afford a lawyer one would 
be appointed for him, the judge said. 

Also present at the hearing, which 
will decide if Brando has a case to 
answer at a full trial, were Drollet's 
father, Jacques Drollet. and his 
mother, Lizctte Lecaiil. who sat hol- 
ding the hand of the dead man's four- 
year-old daughter, Tarita, whom he 
had had by a previous girlfriend. 

RICHLAND HILLS, Texas: When 
police got the call about a “big” 
snake frightening residents of this 
Texas neighbourhood, they didn’t 
really believe it — until they saw the 
giant python. 

But that indeed was the stranger 
who showed up at dinnertime at the 
home of Jana Klarich. She said her 
, 4-year-pJd daughter spotted the 
snake at their front door Sunday 
evening, while she was cooking 
sausage. (AP) 


Salads in space and perhaps in your apartment closet too! 


WASHINGTON, July 24, (Reuter): US scient- 
ists want to grow salads in space — and maybe 
under theses, in California's Death Valley or in 
your apartment doset. 

The greens are growing now in a refrigerator- 
sized mirrored box in California, but ultimately 
the so-called salad machine is des ti ned for Space 
Station Freedom, where astronauts will be able 
to harvest their own vegetables every two days. 

“It is definitely the next generation of life 
support equipment, Mark Kliss, who manages 
the salad project for the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASAj, said in a 


telephone interview. “It certainly has potential 
applications on Earth.” 

Salad m a chin es could produce fresh vegeta- 
bles in deserts like Death Valley, on submarines, 
in the closets of big-city flats or in the Arctic, 
Kliss said. 

Kltss’s device, developed at the Ames 
Research Centre south of San Francisco, tsa big 
step forward in space cuisine. 

For years, astronauts groused about the 
quality of food they were given on space flights, 
including such questionable delights as pulver- 
ised pot roast in a plastic tube and granulated. 


freeze-dried ice cream . 

Leaf lettuce, carrots, radishes, onions, 
sprouts, tomatoes, peppers and cucumbers 
would be good candidates for the machine 
because they share similar requirements for 
light, humidity, temperature and nutrients. 

The only fuel required would be about one 
kilowatt of electricity, Kliss said. 

The plants would provide oxygen and water 
in addition to food and would absorb carbon 
dioxide — key functions in the confines o fa long 
space mission. 


Tending the crops would also give the astron- 
auts IS to 20 minutes of diversion a day as a 
relief from the button-pushing and scientific 
monitoring of a long-duration mission. Kliss 
said. 

But farming in microgravity is a bit different 
from gardening on Earth, he noted. 

The salad machine is pan of NASA’s drive 
toward making the space station and sub- 
sequent long missions to the Moon and Mars 
self-sustaining, instead of having to bring all 
supplies from Earth and return all wastes after 
missions are completed. 



EA IN THE AIR 


FLY THE ONLY 
AIRLINE THAT 
JETS YOU DIRECT 
TO SEOUL 

FROM SAUDI ARABIA 
AND BAHRAIN 

with good connections to Japan 

Korean Air hospitality is yours to enjoy 
during your flight from the Middle East. 
From Seoul, you can get good connections 
to all major Japanese cities: 

Tokyo, Osaka, Fukuoka, Nagoya, Niigata, 
Nagasaki, Sapporo and Kagoshima. 
Welcome aboard, 

feel the true Korean spirit. kAA . . 


WEEKLY FLIGHT FROM JEDDAH 
AND BAHRAIN TO KOREA 


KE-801 1 

Every Friday 
From Seoul 

KE-802 

Every Saturday 
from Jeddah 

Effective 08 Jun. '90 


DEP. Seoul 21:00 
ARR. Bahrain 01:15 (Saturday) 
DEP. Bahrain 02:30 {Saturday} 
ARR. Jeddah 04 35 (Saturday) 

DEP. Jeddah 18:05 
ARR. Bahrain 2{fc00 
DEP. Bahrain 21:20 
ARR. Seoul 13:55 (Sunday) 

I • All times are local 
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INTERNATIONAL 




Spanish Ambassador to Cuba 
Antonio Sarrano de Haro refuses to 
talk lo reporters as he arrives in 
Madrid on Monday, alter being 
recalled by (he Spanish government. 
A (oral ol 18 Cubans have sought 
reluge in the Spanish embassy in 
Havana, causing the worst crisis bet- 
ween Spain and Cuba in recent 
years. (Reuter wirephoto) 

3 more 
Cubans 
seek 
asylum 

HAVANA. July 24, (Reuter): 
Three Cubans seeking to leave 
theco untry ha vesought refuge at 
the Swiss embassy in Havana, 
bringing to 25 the number of 
Cubans sheltering at foreign 
embassies in a rash of asylum 
bids that has embarrassed 
Cuba's communist government. 

Cuba has said it will not allow 
any of the asylum seekers at 
foreign embassies to leave the 
country, adding they must either 
surrender unconditionally or 
Stay there forever. 

Swiss diplomats in Havana 
said yesterday the three men 
entered the embassy in the city's 
Miramar diplomatic district on 
Sunday afternoon. 

They asked for Swiss govern- 
ment protection to be able to 
leave the country, the diplomats 
added. 

A Swiss Foreign Ministry 
statement released in Berne said , 
the three had entered the 
embassy “despite strong military 
and police protection from the 
local authorities." 

A ministry spokeswoman said 
the three would be allowed to 
slay only until the embassy 
received assurances from the 
Cuban authorities that their lives 
were not in danger. 

Cuban police on Saturday 
sealed off the Spanish, Canadian 
and West German embassies and 
the Italian ambassador's 
residence, where four Cubans 
were sheltering. 

In Washington, the Stale 
Depa rtment said yesterday it was 
displeased with the barricade 
erected by Cuban police around 
three sides of the US Interests 
Section in Havana. 

The barrier — a four-and-a- 
half-Foot (1.5 metre) fence — is 
more extensive than those 
usually erected by authorities at 
the start of the annual Revolu- 
tion Carnival, spokeswoman 
Margaret Tutwiler said. 

“Obviously, the United States 
government does not like it," she 
told reporters. 

There were 18 Cubans at the 
Spanish embassy, which yester- 
day doubled its security by 
deploying five more members of 
an elite Spanish police unit as 
Madrid and Havana stepped up 
cfTorts to defuse a week-old row 
over the asylum seekers. 

Rebels kill 20 
militiamen in 
Peruvian Andes 

HUARAZ, Peru. July 24, (AP): 
Maoist Shining Path guerrillas 
killed 20 militiamen in attacks on 
two Andean towns last week, 
police said yesterday. 

There were no reports of rebel 
casualties in the fighting, police 
said. The clashes took place July 
17 in the towns of Jaujin ana 
Chichipon. near the Maranon 
river, 330 kilometres (210 miles) 
north of Lima. 

Police did not arrive in the 
isolated towns until July 20. The 
bodies of the militiamen had 
been left unburied and were 
badly decomposed, according lo 
police. 

Police gave the following des- 
cription of the attacks. 

The 30-odd rebels killed 17 of 
dte militiamen in a long Firelight 
in Jaujin, after earlier killing 
three soldiers in an attack on 
Chichipon. 

The rebels were armed with 
assault rifles and machine guns 
while the militiamen had a few 
old rifles but were armed mainly 
with sticks and machetes. 

Drug traffickers are active in 
the area around Chichipon and 
Jaujin. police said. 


Planaltina valley 
of the mystifying 

Home of religious sects 

PLANALTINA. Brazil, July 24, (Reuter): “Welcome to the 
Valley of the Dawn," smiled Valdemar Adjunto Japuaci gestur- 
ing towards-a straggling collection of single-storey huts laid out 
across a plateau of bleached scrubland. _ - 

At first sight an ordinary rural town, the community of 3,500 
mostly illiterate former peasants on the edge ofPlanaltina village 
is the home of one of Brazil's strangest religious sects. 

Best known abroad for its striking Modern Movement 
architecture, Brazil's futuristic capital Brasilia, about half an 
hour's drive away, has attracted dozens of offbeat religious cults 
during its 30-year life. 

The valley is among the most mystifying. 

Blending Christianity, African paganism. Karma theory, 
science fiction' and Amerindian myth, the Valley of the Dawn 
claims 90,000 believers in more than 50 temples across Brazil but 
the Planaltina community is where it began. 

“Our founding figure was Aunt Neiva,” Valdemar explained, 
pointing to a picture of a buxom, heavily-made up woman 
staring out from a poster on one of the buildings. “She began to 
hear the spirits talking to her.” _ ... 

Neiva's second husband Mario Sassi, sitting behind a desk in a 
small dusty office, took up the story. 

“Back in 1959 Neiva was an ordinary woman, a 33-year-old 
widow with four children," he explained. 

“But then she began to experience strange, paranormal phen- 
omena, extra-sensory perceptions which neither science nor local 
religion could explai n ." 

The basis of Neiva’s experience, he continued, was direct 
communication with a spirit called Seta Branca (White Arrow). 

Guided by Seta Branca, whom the valley believes is a reincar- 
nation of St Francis of Assisi, she laid down the basic doctrine of 
the community and ran it until an untimely death from chronic 
respiratory disease on November 1 6, 1985. 

“But now our work is beginning.'' Sassi said. “You must go 
down to the temple and witness it for yourself." 

The entrance to the valley's temple is guarded by a large yellow 
six-pointed star on a concrete slab with an arrow pointing down 
into an inscription which reads: 

“Sons! The man who tries to escape from his Karmic destiny or 
his transcendental vows will be devoured or will be lost iikea bird 
trying to fly in the darkness of the night — Seta Branca." 

Inside, the temple explodes into a primitive confusion of signs, 
symbols, and figures in five colours. 

Photographsof Aunt Neiva hang from the ceiling, along with a 
Star of David with an illuminated picture of Jesus Christ in the 
centre of it. 

“Our religion is basically a Christian one but we work through 
mediums as well." Valdemar said. 

As he spoke, a procession of men and women in black and 
white costumes Filed into the temple and started to take their seats 
around a white plastic covered table. 

The back of their robes showed an imag e of a cross wit h a white 
robe draped over it. “Christians use the image of Christ on the 
cross but our Christ is somewhere else," explained Valdemar. 

Sassi said the community's main aim was to instruct new 
mediums and to provide faith healing for people who had gone 
astray in the outside world. 


Cubans preparing 
fo r worst of time s 

Additional belt tightening 


HAVANA, July 24. (AP): In some 
areas of Cuba, oxenjiave been rein- 
troduced to replace gas- guzzling 
tractors. In Havana, office workers 
are being asked now and then to do 
without air conditioning. The fuel 
quotas at most state enterprises have 
been cut back 10 per cent. - 

And this could be only the begin- 
ning. Cubans, taking note of the 
upheaval in Eastern Europe, are 
preparing for the worst of times. 

For years. Cuba has suffered from 
a US trade and financial embargo. 

Now, Cubans are being warned at 
town meetings that additional belt 
tightening may be around the comer 
if Soviet oil supplies, averaging about 
1 3 million tons annually, are cut ofT 
and there is no money to tap alternate 
sources. 

The Soviets already have slowed 
oil deliveries to Cuba. President Fidel 
Castro alluded to the problem in a 
speech last month. 

“Stubborn realities are there. We 
constantly have to think in terms of 
less and less fuel. We have to tell the 
truth.” 

An added concern is that Soviet 
officials have spoken publicly about 


the possibility of a phased reduction 
of overall Soviet economic assistance 
to Cuba, a windfall estimated by 
some at $4 billion each year. 

US President George Bush has 
been appealing to the Soviets to cut 
Castro off. The United States resists 
providing direct aid to the troubled 
Soviet economy as long as Moscow 
sends billions of roubles to Cuba. 

“Special period in peacetime'' is 
the euphemism for the draconian 
measures Castro has in mind in the 
event Cuba has to go it alone. 

To show that he means business, 
dress rehearsals are being held 
around the island to give Cubans a 
taste of what may lie ahead. 

Oxen are being tried out on farms 
in western Cuba. 

Military recruits are beingasked to 
extend their tours of duty by two 
months to help the armed services 
become self-suffident in food. 

Under the most extreme austerity 
measures, thousands could be thr- 
own out of work in Havana, partly 
because a suspension of most bus 
service would make it impossible for ' 
many to commute. 


ARAB TrMES .WEDNtSDAY.JrT-V g. »«, 
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KHI Stealth 

Les Aspin, chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, recommended that Congress kill all production funding for B-2 ‘Stealth 1 bomber. Fifteen 8-2 bombers 
are in various stages of production. Picture shows a Stealth B-2 bomber taking off. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Bu sh nominates Sou ter 

May succeed Brennan as Supreme Court judge 


WASHINGTON, July 24, ( AP): President George Bush said yesterday 

: David H. Souter to the 
questioning Souter on 



President confers 

Argentine President Carlos Menem confers with Mana Julia Alsogaray during an official ceremony ai the Casa Rosada. 
(government house) in August 1989. The Peronist leader, 60, denied on Monday that he was having an affair with 
Alsogaray. president of the ENTel telephone company. Alsogaray. 47, posed a la Marilyn Monroe for a local magazine 
which ran a pictorial under the headline 'Maria Julia and her romance with the president' 


he would nominate federal appeals court judge David H. Souter to the 
Supreme Court. Bush said he acted without questioning Sout 
abortion or other delicate judicial issues. 

LT confirmed by a majority of the senate, Souter. a 50-year-old 
bachelor, would succeed William J. Brennan, who retired last Friday. 

Bush's quick decision took Washington by surprise and shifted the 
nation's attention to the Senate Judiciary Committee, which is certain 
to examine Souter's record and explore his views on abortion and other 
Americans have been alive. 

Liberals are concerned about 
the court because under Chief 
Justice William H. Rehnquist’s 
leadership, its drift toward con- 
servatism over the past two 
decades has accelerated in the 
past three years. 

Conservatives hoped Bush 
would give them a nominee who 
would overthrow the Supreme 
Court's 1973 Roe-vs-Wade 
derision that legalised abortion. 

Most legal experts believe the 
court' is becoming more con- 
servative and that some past 
liberal victories may be conver- 
ted into Conservative rulings. 

Liberals and Conservatives 
differ on abortion rights, prayer 
in public schools, the interpreta- 
tion of civil rights and many 
other issues. 

Bush tried lo reassure 
Americans that his selection was 
not geared to any political issue. 

“It is not appropriate ... to use 
any litmus test," Bush said . 

Souter has been on the federal 
appeals court for such a short 
period of time he has not yet 
penned an opinion. 

Gordon Tiffany, like Souter a 
former New Hampshire attorney 
general, said it is hard to classify 
Souter's judicial philosophy. 

“Whether it's liberal or con- 
servative, it’s not the issue in his 
mind. The issue in his mind is 
what was intended in the con- 
stitution," Tiffany said. 

The nomination appeared to 
underscore the influence exer- 
cised by John Sununu. Bush's 
chief of staff, who as governor of 
New Hampshire had put Souter 
on that slate's Supreme Court in 
1983. Like Bush, Sununu is an 
outspoken opponent of abor- 
tion. 

But Andrew Card, Sununu’s 
deputy, said Sununu did not sug- 
gest Souter to Bush. 

At a news conference, a ques- Barry price, bead of Britain's 
tioner noted that Bush and Sun- National Drugs latefiigesce Unit, 

unu both have widely known Gibraltar police chief Joe Camps, 
views against abortion. Sco tland Yard detectives, the dtree- 

tor-general of Spain’s Investigative 
Police, Pedro Nicolas, Spanish 
diplomats and Coload Aiaeaki Aynso 
of the Orfl Guard took part in tbe 
talks. 

Spain, Britain and Gibraltar dis- 
agree on how tbe Rock Egons in drag 
trafficking. 

The Spaniards told tbe British that 
traffickers based in Gibraltar ased 
high-speed lanncfaes to 
especially hashish, Iron North Africa 
and drop it off on Spanub beaches. 

When spotted by Spanish easterns 
boats they ditch the dregs in (he sea 
tfld speed into Gibraltar oat of reach 
of the Spanish authorities, tbe officials 
said. 

They repeated Spain’s contention 
that Gibraltar had become a money- 
bHadcring centre for profits of drug- 
auggti&g and other crises — a 

dtar ge rr hi efa Gibraltar offi ci als de ny . 

Spain, which has a bog-standing 
data to the colony ceded to Britain 
under the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713, 
has asked it to tighten its tanking 
controls and anti-drag polking. Brit- 
ish officials, however, say Gibraltar 
already has toogber financial legisla- 
tion and anti-drag smuggling laws 
than Spain. 

Bankers in Gibraltar fear that 
Spain’s insistence that the colony is a 
nMaey-hmderiag centre is damaging 
Hs reputation as a budding offshore 
financial centre. 


issues. 

With Souter standing at his side, Bush described his announced 
nominee as “a remarkable judge of keen intellect and the highest 
ability." He chose Souter after meeting him for the first time earlier in 
the day. 

Bush also praised Brennan, calling the court’s long-term leading 
liberal, “one of the greatest figures of his age." 

The 84-year-old Brennan, in frail health, resigned Friday. Appointed 
by President Dwight D. Eisenhower, he had served longer than most 



President George -Bush answers questions after-announcing at ‘the*White House on Monday that Tie'is hominairhg' 
Federal Appeals Court Judge David Souter (left) to replace retiring Judge William Brennan on the US Supreme Court 

(Reuter wirephoto) 


Britain, 
Spain to 
co-ordinate 
on drugs 

MADRID, July 24. (Renter): Britan 
and Spain agreed yesterday to co- 
ordinate action against drag snog- 
gfiag around the British colony of 
Gibraltar, (he Spanish barter Minis- 
try said. 

It said they agreed dming a meeting 
b Madrid to setup joint bodies to co- 
ordinate action against ding snug- 
gling centred on the disputed colony, a 
problem which Spate has called a 
‘‘canceroas tumour” on its sooth 


Quebec offers 
to resume talks 

Mohawks demand met 


OKA, Quebec. July 24, (AP): 
Canada's Quebec province 
offered yesterday to resume talks 
with Oka Mohawks regarding a 
violent dispute over a golf course 
addition planned on land 
claimed as ancestral territory. 

The provincial government 
also agreed that observers from 
human rights organisations 
could attend. 

John Ciacda, Quebec's native 
affairs minister, said the 
province wants the talks held 
away from the barricades, where 
Indians and police have faced 
each other for nearly two weeks. 
A shootout July 1 1 resulted in the 
death of a Quebec police officer. 

The Red Cross, one of the few 
oups allowed beyond the 
cades by police, would be 
itted to continue providing 
ooc and supplies, according to a 
Quebec statement. That meets 
another Mohawk demand for 
free movement of food and 
medicine. 

Ciaccia’s proposals were seen 
by some Mohawks as a “step in 
the right direction," said Peter 
Diome, spokesman for the Moh- 
awk nation office in Kahnawake. 
“At least they are now making an 
effort to reopen the lines of com- 
munication that they previously 
dosed." 

But Diome said progress will 
be limited until the federal go 1 
nment gets involved. 

“We’re still talking about 
nation-to-nation and where is 
the federal government?” he 
asked. 

Ciacda said in an interview he 
wants talks held outside the 
barricades “not for security 
reasons but to create an almos- 


[gover- 


phere of calm .... We must accept 
that the only way to resolve this is 
through peaceful negotiations. 
There is no question of armed 
violence.” 

In Ottawa, a senior Indian 
affairs official told reporters yes- 
terday a “gang of criminals" 
have taken over negotiations in 
Oka, located west of Montreal. 

The federal official, who spoke 
atan off-the-record briefing, said 
a radical element in the Mohawk 
community “has hijacked the 
land claims negotiations and is 
holding the Mohawk commun- 
ity in a state of armed insurrec- 
tion.” 

He was talking about reports 
that the Militant Warrior Society 
is controlling events at Oka. 

Mohawks from nearby Kahn- 
awake reserve have blockaded 
the Merrier bridge into Montreal 
in support of the Oka Mohawks. 
Some commuters have to spend 
an extra two hours in travel daily, 
and an anti-Indian backlash has 
developed. 

Ciacda wants only Mohawk 
representatives from Kahn- 
awake and Kahnesetake 
involved in new negotiations. 
Kahn esa take is the Mohawk set- 
tlement at Oka. 

This would exclude Militant 
Warriors from the Akwesasne 
reserve near Cornwall, Ontario, 
who moved into Oka to join the 
others. 

Indians in Canada's western- 
most British Columbia province 
also erected barricades in sym- 
pathy and to press their own 
claims 


Fraud, embezzlement in Venezuela, who do you call: publishers of Corruption Dictionary 


CARACAS, Venezuela. July 24, (AP): The credit union is 
stealing your money, bureaucrats are pocketing your taxes 
and a dozen officials are extorting kickbacks from your 
business. 

What's an honest Venezuelan to do? 

He can go to court, and pay another bribe, or shoot the 
guilty party and risk being shot in return. 

If he knows it's hopeless, but doesn’t want to give up in 
silence, he can call the publishers of the corruption diction- 
ary. 

The new boot, issued by Caracas newspaper publisher 
Carlos Capri les. documents 68 of the most celebrated 
corruption cases from 1959 through 1979, the first 20 years 


of Venezuelan democracy. 

Readers are invited to call in with tales for tbe next 
edition, which will bring the record up to the present. 

Telling a story of corruption might be expensive, since 
the whistleblower often is the first to be punished, but at 
least the Capriies staff offers a sympathetic ear. 

In the corruption dictionary are tales of building con- 
tracts awarded by public officials to friends who did not 
even own construction companies, and of a single building 
contract let to 42 different people. The “contractor” in one 
deal allegedly took off for Mexico with a $325,000 
advance. 

Readers learn of credit union directors who raided 


workers' accounts to buy bouses and cars for themselves. 
What of the immigration office? Ithas long been accused 
of extorting bribes for residency visas, the size depending 


on nationality. A Chinese had to pay $5,000, for example, 
but a Portuguese could get in for Jl ,600. 

It is taken for granted in Venezuela that the political 
party in power will finance its campaigns with state funds. 

Tbe Corruption Dictionary is 309 pa^s long, compiled 
from newspapers, court reports and interviews. Current 
events indicate there will be plenty of material for volume 
II. . 

In 17 months of the administration of President Carlos 
Andres Perez, stories of corruption have turned up 


frequently on I 
There was the case of the theft and misuse of $6 billion in 
government export subsidies. 

■ Vice Transportation Minister Jose Luis Bruzual step, 
ped into his boss’ job yesterday three days after Minister 
Augusto Faria Vi so quit to face conniption charges. 

Bruzual was sworn in as acting minister of transporta- 
tion and communications in Miraflores Palace by met. 

Faria Viso resigned last Friday, after two congressmen 
of his own Aodon Democratica Party accused him e f 
sobciting a $3.5 million kickback in exchange for awarding 
SI 00 million communications contract to the French com- 
pany Thomson. (AP) 


BUFFALO, New \ ork, July 24. 
(AP): In the dark ol nighL smug- 
elere lead illegal immigrants over 
the spidery underside of a 
railroad bridge hundreds of feet 
above the raging Niagara River 
that separates the United Slates 
and Canada. .. 

Others paddle their cltfnls 
across the river in flimsy rubber 
rafts and then drive them hun- 
dreds of miles so they ran vanish 
anonymously into the teeming 

city. 

Upscale aliens who can pay 
520.000 or more ride in chartered 
planes and boats. But the less 
well-heeled arc packed like lug- 
gage into the trunks of cars or 
secret compartments, not much 
larger than beds, in the backs of 
tractor-trailers. 

In the desert southwest, these 
smugglers are called “coyotes, 
ruthless operators notorious for 
the callousness with which they 
treat their customers. 

Along the US-Caaadian bor- 
der. they are just as ruthless and 
they are becoming one of the 
biggest problems of the US 
Immigration and Naturalisation 
Service. 

Entry 

“We obviously don't have the 
hordes of people that you have in 
Mexico," says John J. Ingham, 
INS District Director in Buffalo. 
“Canadians enjoy a high stan- 
dard of living that's comparable 
with the United States, so we 
don’t have Canadians coming 
across the borderin the same way 
Mexicans seek entry.” 

- What Ingham and his 
colleagues do have is a stream of 
refugees from around the globe, 
who enter Canada on tourist 
visas — real or faked — and then 
pay ■ smugglers thousands of 
dollars to be ferried across the 
world's longest unfortified bor- 
der. 

That stream appears to be 
swelling at a rapid rale. By one 
measure — seizures of vehicles 
used in smuggling attempts — 
alien-smuggling into New York 
State alone has risen 150 percent 
since 1985. In 1985. 220 vehicles 
were seized, in 1989 the number 
was 560 and the projected figure 
for J 990 isjVQl? *ban70Q. f „ 
-White Mex-, 

‘ ican border typically wade the 
Rio Grande or cross the desert 
far from border stations, INS 
officials subject that most illegal 
aliens coining in from Canada 
use established ports of entry. 

Although much of the US- 
Canadian border is unfenced, it 
is guarded by hidden cameras 
and suspicious natives who are 
quick to report strangers to the 
authorities. Ingham says. At 
official border crossings, 
however, it is all too easy lor 
aliens to blend in with the 
crowds. 

Backups 

“It's easier to cross the bridges 
in some ways because of the 
volumes of traffic,'’ Ingham 
says. “With the backups we’re 
having because of the large num- 
ber of shoppers coming in, 
everyone knows we can’t open 
every tr unk ” 

Jerry Maffre, a spokesman for 
Employment and Immigration 
Ca n ada, says his agency, the 
Canadian equivalent of the INS, 
does “have a concern about peo- 
ple who come here for the sole 
purpose of trying to arrange a 
southbound smuggle.” 

However, Canadian immigra- 
tion officials can take no action 
against them if they have entered 
Canada legally, Maffre said in a 
telephone interview from Ott- 
awa. 

The Royal Canadian Moun- 
ted Police has jurisdiction over 
attempts to smuggle aliens into 
^United States, Maffre said. 
KCMP officials did sot return 
several telephone calls seeking 
comment. 

A husband and wife ebs 
with heading separate smuj_ 
nngs are typical of the operators 
who deaJ m human lives, INS 
officials say. 
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Swiss, Italians investigating allegations made by ex-operatives 

CIA denies reported ties to Italy terror, Palme killing 


WASHINGTON, July 24, (Reuter): The US 
Central Intelligence Agency yesterday denied 
involvement in Italian terrorism in the 1970s 
and the 1986 assassination of Swedish Prime 
Minister Olaf Palme, as investigations of 
allegations of its complicity got under way in 
Sweden and Italy. 

“The allegations ... regarding involvement 
in terrorist activities in Italy or the Palm* 
assassination are absolute nonsense,'* CIA 
spokesman Peter Earnest said in a telephone 


call to Reuters. 

The CIA denied claims made by an Oregon 
businessman named Dick Brenneke. who said 
on Italian state television this month that the 
US spy agency backed the P-2 Masonic Lodge 
in committing terrorist acts in Italy. 

The television reports said another purpor- 
ted ex-CIA operative maintained P-2 got CIA 
support for the Palme assassination. 

“The agency flatly denies that Mr Brenneke 
was ever an agent for the CIA or had any 


association with the CIA,” Earnest said. "We 
repeat this public denial because of the 
outrageous nature of his claims. 

The CIA generally does not comment on 
any claims of affiliation with the spy agency, 
but a CIA source said the agency felt it had 
been hurt by Brenneke before. 

Brenneke has claimed in the past that he 
worked for the CIA in the 1970s and was a 
CIA contract agent in the 1980s. saying he 


flew secret missions to Europe and brokered 
multi-million-dollar international arms deal. 

Brenneke was tried and acquitted of 
perjury this year for testifying in another 
alleged former CIA agent's criminal case that 
US Republican Party oflTcials made a deal 
with Iran in 1980 not to release 52 American 
hostages until Ronald Reagan was 
inaugurated as president. 

Both Italy and Sweden have announced 
investigations into allegations made on 


Italian state television. 

“The statements that someone linked with 
P-2 was involved in the murder (of Palme) are 
not new," said Hans Qlvebro. head of the 
Swedish jwlice task force investigating the 
assassination. 

Olvebro said in Stockholm the statement 
made on Italian television was one of 
thousands of tips to be considered in the 
assassination probe. 

Meanwhile. Italian President Francesco 


Greece ratifies 

accord with US 

Bases to remain for 8 years 

ATHENS, Greece, July 24, (AP): The Greek parliament ratified a defence agreement today allowing two 
major US military bases to remain in the country for at least eight years. 

While parliament was debating, three policemen in Crete were shot and slightly injured by demonstrators 
opposed to the bases presence on the island, the public order ministry said. 

The treaty with the United States guarantees defence of Greek territory against any hostile count o'- It was 
signed by representatives of the two countries earlier this month. 

It comes after 1 9 rounds of negotiations and three changes of government in Greece, continuing a defence 
relationship between the two Nato countries that began in 1953. 

The US Congress will now be asked to ratify an aid package to Greece which includes S345 million to buy 
US military equipment, as well as surplus planes and four destroyers worth about a billion dollars. The 
United States is also expected to write off $50 million in past debts. 
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Folsom family 
‘hangs tough’ 

Struggles with Aids, suicide 

DUXBURY, Vermont, July 24, (AP): Doug Folsom bought a 
gun, left a recorded message telling his wife to “hang tough," 
climbed into the hammock outside his family's Duxbury home 
and pulled the trigger. 

The June 6 suicide followed two years of watching his young 
wife and 3-year -old daughter Angela wither from acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome. HcJive d - w i tb ■ t h &feag. thai4- year-. 


through this deterioration. 'This forded him to kill himself,' 
something he said he'd never do. So he was forced to leave me," 
said Jennifer Folsom, her body /rail from figb ting the disease and 
struggling to keep her family together. 


She studied a framed photograph of the couple taken years 
earlier. Both are smiling, Doug's arm is tossed over her shoul- 
ders. The picture rests on a table within easy reach of Jennifer’s 
chair. 

“I have a very strong attitude of ‘try me.' His whole attitude 
was 'why roe?' He danced as long as he could. The wind was just 
taken out of his sails. I fed bad for him. He didn't deserve that." 

Aids has been a relentless enemy since Jennifer was diagnosed 
in February 1 988. The doctor gave her the test results in his empty 
office after closing: he was concerned, she said, about how his 
staff would react to an .Aids patienL 

"I drove home. It was a long ride,” Jennier recalled. “All 1 
could see was gloom and doom and death. I thought of suicide. I 
went into my’room and I didn’t ever want to come out.” 

A blood transfusion during an emergency appendectomy in a 
Massachusetts hospital in 1979 — before blood supplies were 
tested and purged of the virus — probably carried the Aids virus 
into her body. 

Angie probably contracted the virus during the pregnancy. 
Nkoietlc is tested every six months, and Jennifer prays her 
healthy, older daughter will remain free from Aids. 

“Here 1 am. this white, middle-class housewife living in Ver- 
mont, trying to make a living. How dare this disease come into 
my home? It’s Aids. I eat and drink and sleep Aids. But I'm not 
afraid of it anymore,” Jennifer said. 

Jennifer told her parents she was suffering from Aids, but told 
others that she had cancer. “We weren’t sure how people were 
going to read,” she said. , . . .. , , 

Jennifer relies on her family. Her parents visit daily to help care 
for the children, her brother has taken a leave of absence from his 
Washington job to help Jennifer wade through the red tape of 
locating financial assistance. Other sisters and brothers also help 

out. . . 

A visiting nurse stops by the home to supplement Jennifer and 
Angie's weekly trips to the university health centre in Burlington. 
Two community fund-raisers have planned to help raise money 
to cover the mortgage and medical bills. 

Jennifer also attends a support group — one woman, 10 
homosexual men. 

Doug Folsom knew all of this, and he could not bear it. 
Nicole tie, who says her mother and sister have “buggies, 
understands as well: she one drew a picture of the blue sky with a 
rope hanging down to the house, telling Jennifer it was God 
sending a rope for Angie. 

But Nicolette recently amended the caption. 

“It was for daddy,’’ she said. 

First prostate surgery by robot 

LONDON. Julv 24, (Kuna): The first patients arc to undergo prosuite gland 
surgery at the hands of a British robot in trials planned for the end of the year, it 
was disclosed in London today. ... . . 

The trials, to be run in conjunction with the institute or urology m London. 
Will testa specially designed mechanical surgeon built by the Imperial College in 
London.the British media said. . . , . . 

Encouraging pilot studies have befn supervised by Anthony Timoney. a 
surgeon and research fellow at the institute, who has assessed the accuracy, 
speed and safety of robot-assisted surgery in operations in which a potato was 

used as the prostate gland. ... , . , , 

The Times newspaper said that tests indicate that a robot, supervised by a 
human surgeon could cut theatre rime from a hour to five minutes, and extend 
the working lives of surgeons, many of whom in their 50s suffer hand shakes that 
force the m to retire. _ 
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The defence agreement was 
passed with the necessary simple 
majority in the 300-member 
parliament at the end of a three- 
day debate. All 151 members of 
the ruling Conservative Party 
voted in favour, and 144deputies 
of the socialist, communist and 
environmentalist parties voted 
against. 

Three Socialist deputies and | 
an independent were absent, and 
another independent abstained i 
in the roll call. 

The agreement will become 
law as soon as it is signed by j 
President Constantive 

Caramanlis and is published in I 
the government gazette. I 

The treaty covers two major 
military bases on the southern 
island ofCrete — a naval support 
facility at Souda Bay and lrak- 
. Jionairsiation near.the village of. 
Goumes. 

-. A. naval communications sta- 
tional Nea Makri, and Heilen- 
tttoirAir Base, both near Athens: 
have been slated for closure for 
cost-cutting. Numerous relay 
stations throughout Greece will 
also close. 

Foreign Minister Antonis 
Samaras said at the signing of the 
agreement that the Souda Bay 
facility will provide refuelling for 
some surveillance aircraft 
previously stationed at Hellen- 
ikon. He said the aircraft will be 
stationed outside Greece. 

Demonstrators demanding 
that the bases be removed from 
Crete clashed with police in the 
island city of Khania. after police 
fired tear-gas to prevent them 
from entering the prefecture buil- 


ding to deliver a petition. 

The public order ministry said 
late Monday night that three 


policemen had been slightly 
injured by gunfire from demon- 
strators. Another five officers 
were hurt by gasoline bombs and 
stones. 

A hospital source said 10 
civilians were admitted with res- 
piratory problems brought on by 
tear-gas and about another 40 
people were treated for minor 
injuries. 

Demonstrators torched three 
police vehicles and part of the 
prefecture building with gasoline 
bombs, lit fires in central Khania 
and skirmished with police late 
into the night, witnesses said. 

A previous five-year defence 
agreement between Greece and 
the United States expired in 
December 1988. Seventeen 
rounds of negotiations between 
the socialist government of 
Andreis Papandreou were fruit- 
less. Coalition government last 
year put the issue on hold. 

The conservative government, 
elected April 8, and the United 
States reached agreement in 
principle on May 30 after two 
rounds of talks. 

The defence agreement 
guarantees the current seven-to- 
ten ratio in US military aid to 
Greece and fellow Nato ally 
Turkey respectively. 

Greece and Turkey have been 
divided for decades over the 
Turkish presence on the indepen- 
dent island of Cyprus, control of 
airspace in the Aegean Sea area, 
the extent of territorial waters 
and defence of the Greek islands 
facing Turkey. 



Aerial view of a mysterious crop circle that appeared in a field 20 miles (32 km) north of Salisbury, southern England, recently. Experts from Japan. US. Wesi Germany 
and Britain on Monday began high technology investigation into the source of the circles, hundreds of which appear each year. jReuier wirephoioj 

‘Operation Blackbird’ run by BBC, Japanese network 

UK to probe crop circles 


LONDON. July 24, (UPI): A major inves- 
tigation began yesterday to discover whether 
aliens, whirlwinds or practical jokes are the 
cause of mysterious symmetrical circles that 
appear in crops across southern England. 

“Operation Blackbird" involves the con- 
tinuous operation of more than £1 million 
(S 1.8 million) worth of heat, light and sound 
detectors during the next three weeks to try to 
record the circles being created. 

Experts have not been able to explain the 
.circles, which for the past dorade have been 


appearing mostly in the southern English 
counties of Wiltshire and Hampshire at mid- 
summer. ‘ 


' ‘ “We want to-show that it is not a hoax," 
said David Morgenstein, a member of the 
investigation being run by the British Broad- 


casting Corp. and a Japanese television net- 
work. “Crop circles are caused by something 
else than young farmers turning out of the pub 
or little green men in spaceships." 

_ Organisers ha ve tried to deploy equipment 
over as wide an area as possible, but concede 
that it will be random chance if the infrared 
cameras and spectrum sensors record a circle 
being created. 

The phenomena appear as a flattened sec- 
tion in crops, usually wheat, and are very 
symmetrical with precise boundaries. -The 
appearances have been getting increasingly 
complex, some now involving bar-shapes and 
..complex loops, and can be hundreds of feet 
long. 

Numerous witnesses have reported seeing 


airborne orange lights in locations where cir- 
cles have appeared, fuelling theories that 
spaceships from an alien planet have landed 
and crushed the crops. 

Ideas that the circles are caused by local 
pranksters have been largely rejected because 
there are never any signs of a tractor or person 
going to the location, with surrounding crop 
areas being untouched. 

A conference last month of various experts 
concluded that the circles were probably the 
result of freak melding of hot and cold air, 
• creating vortexes of energy (hat spun around 
at ground level, causing patterns in the crops 
before dissipating. 

But Colin Andrews, an author ofa book on 
the subject and the organiser of Operation 
Blackbird, rejected the whirlwind theory. 


Cossiga. in a letter released on Sunday, called 
for an investigation into Brenneke's allega- 
tions in the televised reports. 

The reports also quoted another purported 
ex-CIA agent as saying the CIA and P-2 were 
linked to Palme's death. 

A parliamentary inquiry branded P-2 a 
“state within a state" which included top 
Italian businessmen, politicians and members 
of the military establishment. 


Shuttle 
to fly in 
few weeks, 
says Nasa 

TOKYO. July 24. (UPI): A sen- 
ior Nasa official said today the 
grounded space shuttle fleet 
could be ready to lakeolTin a few 
weeks. 

“If we're lucky, wc should be 
flying in the next few weeks.” 
said Adm. Richard Truly, a Nasa 
administrator on a lour of Japan. 

Hydrogen tests at the Nasa 
launch centre in Florida Wednes- 
day could determine which shut- 
tle’will be first to resume flight*. 
Truly said. 

The space shuttle fleet was 
grounded early this month when 
hydrogen leaks in the fuel lines 
were discovered. 

It was just one ofa recent str- 
ing of problems for ihe National 
Aero n a utics and Space Adm inis- 
tratioit. 

Two days before ihe shuttle 
fleet was grounded. Nasa 
announced a defect in i he 
primary mirror on the $1.5 
billion Hubble space telescope. 

This week, the launch of the 
Allas rocket was pushed back 
three times in four days because 
of technical malfunctions and 
bad weather. 

“The shuttle (hydrogen) leaks 
and the problems with the Atlas 
are just normal space business." 
saioTruly. 


Thatcher Distributor to fight ban 


drops 7 
ministers, 
appoints 2 

LONDON, July 24, (AP): Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, in a 
sbakeapof the nridfle and jnnior ranks 
ofber government, dropped seven min- 
isters yesterday aad appointed two 
dose aides to posts is the foreign 
'office., 

The' shuffle followed the Jaly 14 
resignation of Trade and Indnstry 
Secretary Nicholas Ridley, who quit 
after making anti-German remarks. 

Ridley was replaced oa the same 
day by a former Treasury official, 
Peter Lffley, and Monday’s mores 
involved no farther changes in That- 
cher’s 22-member cabinet. 

Thatcher moved or replaced 20 
ahnntnae- 

fiftb of the gowmnent members wbo 
hold jobs outside the cabinet — « the 
sixth sfaakesp in a year. 

In the most senior appointment, 
Thatcher named Francis Maude, 
currently the foreign office minister 
responsible for Asian affairs, as the 
new financial secretary to the 
Treasury, replacing USey. 

Maude, 37, a rapidly rising 
politician wbo shares Thatcher’s views 
on the right of the government Con- 
servative Party, was in Hong, Kong 
yesterday and was to travel to China 
for talks about the colony, which is dae 
to be handed over to Be^ng in 1997. 

Thatcher named three new appoio- 
tees at the Foreign Office, and another 
stanch loyalist, Tristan Garel-J ones, 
wbo was a depety whip in the Honse of 
Commons. 

The thud new Foreign Office mini- 
ster named was Lord Caithness, 
currently t Treasury olfidaL 

However, Thatcher also appointed 
a rank-and-file legislator who is a 
prime critic. Sir George Young, as a 
deputy whip in the Commons. It was 
seen as an attempt to balance the 
government jobs between party right- 
wingers and liberals. 

Young has been a leading rebel in 
the party an unpopular new 

local government tax, the so-called 


Licence refused for Rushdie film 


LONDON. July 24, (AP): The distributor of a 
Pakistani film that depicts author Salman Rushdie 
as the murderous agent of an international cons- 

g iracy says he will fight a ban on its showing in 
ritain. 

Mohammed Fayyaz said yesterday he will appeal 
the ban by the British Board of Film Classification, 
on grounds that the film is merely a work of fiction, 
and go to the courts if necessary. 



People crowd at a cinema to see Pakistani film "international Guerrillas," 
depicting the relentless struggle to punish Salman Rushdie for his book "The 

Satanic Verses." The picture is banned in UK due to the late Iranian leader 
Ayatollah Khomeini's condemnation oi the author and award of death sen- 
‘ tence to him. (Reuter wirephoto) 


The board has refused to licence distribution of 
“International Guerrillas” because police had adv- 
ised that it could be criminally libelous. 

Fayyaz, in an interview at his southern London 
video shop, said be will increase efforts to distribute 
“International Guerrillas" in Europe and North 
America. 

The 3-1 /2-hour film portrays Rushdie as the agent 
ofa Jewish conspiracy against Islam. The film shows 

the author torturing and killing 
Muslims, until at last the Rush- 
die character is killed by a bolt of 
lightning. 

Rushdie's novel “The Satanic 
Verses" was harshly criticised as 
blasphemous by some Muslims 
and prompted Lhe (ate Ayatollah 
Khomeini of Iran to call for the 
auLhor'sdeathin February 1989. 
Rushdie has been hiding ever 
since. 

Fayyaz, speaking in a shop 
crammed with thousands of 
videos, called the Rushdie film a 
purely imaginative thriller. 

*‘it is like a James Bond 
thriller. If you drop the name 
Salman Rushdie then it is just 
like James Bond," he said, refer- 
ring to the popular, fictional spy 
character. 

But James Ferro an. chairman 
of the Film Oassification Board, 
said the board had been advised 
it “could be cited as an accessory 
if we were irresponsibly to pass 
this video." 

Rushdie himself said the film 
deserves the same rights as his 
book, an associate said. 

“The Satanic Verses" was 
accused of being blasphemous, it 
had a judicial review and went 
through the British courts which 
decided it wasn’t blasphemous." 
said Frances D’Souza, who 
spoke to Rushdie yesterday- 

SJASSK “The film should be treated in 
te Iranian leader the same way. If it does actually 
rd of death sen- infringe British law then action 
can be taken,” she added. 


Former Greek minister Athanasopoulos accuses EC of ‘orgy of illegal acts’ 


ATHENS, July 24, (Reuter): A former 
Greek government minister said yesterday 
criminal charges against him in an EC 
grain scandal were insignificant compared 
to “the orgy of illegal acts committed by 
other EuropeanyCommunity countries." 

Former deputy economy minister 
Nikos Athanasopoulos, in his final plea 
before being judged by a special 13-mem- 
ber court, said the charges were a political 
plot to wreck the Socialist Pasok Party. 

“The purpose of my persecution is to 
defame the party to which I belong,” he 


said, referring to Pasok (the Panhellenic 
Socialist Movement) which ruled from 
1981 to 1989. 

Athanaopoulos said in court that along 
with other Pasok ministers he decided to 
cover up an illegal $9 million sale of 
Yugoslav com to the EC in 1986. Greece 
was fined $2.5million by the ECin 1987 for 
trying to pass off the com as Greek. 

Athanasopoulos could face a jail sen- 
tence of up to 20 years if convicted of 
covering up the fraud, which occurred 
before he became deputy economy mini- 


ster. There has never been any suggestion 
that he made money out of the deal. 

A siring of former Socialist ministers 
have testified that such illegal sales, to 
avoid EC tariffs and claim EC subsidies, 
were normal practice in the 1 2-nation bloc. 

“Thecharges against us are insignificant 
when compared to the orgy of illegal acts 
committed by other EC countries,” 
Athanasopoulos. who is also a former 
stale prosecutor, told lhe court. 

He said the decision to cover up the 


scandal was taken during three meetings 
involving seven ministers for the sake of 
the national interest. 

He is the first of six former ministers (o 
stand trial on corruption charges stem- 
ming from the eight years of Pasok rule. 
Former prime minister Andreas Papan- 
dreou, 7 1 . is among those charged. 

Papandreou, accused of complicity in a 
$200 million bank embezzlemenl scandal 
and illegal telephone wire-tapping, is due 
to stand trial after the Athanasopoulos 
case ends. 


“If a piece of aircraft is not 
ready to fly. we don't fly until it's 
fixed,” he said. 


“The Hubble is totally fixable 
and by Lhe end of its mission, it 
will receiveall the scientific infor- 
mation that it set out to get," he 
said. 

The launching of the faulty 
telescope has led lo an investiga- 
tion into the project's prepara- 
tion. 

Reports show that the blurri- 
ness in the telescope’s mirror 
could have been detected by 
more tests in the early 1980s. 

Truly is currently touring 
facilities of the Japanese space 
programme to assess possible 
collaboration in space between 
the United States and Japan. 

Japan is loco-operale with the 
United Stales in Lhe assembly of a 
space station to begin in 1995. 

Truly said lhe delay in the 
space shuttle programme will not 
affect Lhe start of the space sta- 
tion project. 

■ An electrical problem forced 
postponement of the third 
attempt to launch an unmanned 
A Lias rocket carrying a govern- 
ment satellite. 

The third try came yesterday, 
when launch was called off after 
Lhe $65 million rocket failed to 
transfer lo internal power just 
before liftoff. The problem lies in 
a switch to shift electrical power 
from the ground to batteries on 
the booster. 

“Obviously, it’s always disap- 
pointing when you can't launch, 
but one of these days everything 
will go right and we’ll have a 
success," said Jack Isabel, spok- 
esman for rocket builder General 
Dynamics. 

Isabel said there will be no 
attempt to launch the rocket 
today. He said another launch 
date will not be set until the 
switch is repaired or replaced. 

General Dynamics and Nasa's 
first attempt to launch the 
rocket, on Friday, was halted 
because of a helium leak caused 
by a loose vent duct. The entire 
set of four liquid helium vent 
ducts was replaced in time for 
another try on Sunday, but the 
threat of thunderstorms forced 
postponement again. 

The rocket’s payload, the $1 89 
million combined release and 
radiation effects satellite, is a 
joint programme of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Adminis- 
tration and the Defence Depart- 
ment. 

The 2-ton satellite, known as 
Crres, is lo be boosted into an 
elliptical orbit ranging from 217 
miles (350 kms) to 22,236 miles 
(35.784 kms) high. Twenty-four 
canisters filled with barium, lith- 
ium and other chemicals will be 
ejected from the spacecraft at 
various altitudes over the next 
year. 

The sun's ultroviolel rays will 
ionize the released chemicals, 
creating large, glowing clouds 
that mil spread along eanh’s 
magnetic field lines. The displays 
will be visible to the naked eye 
and. in some cases, resemble the 
Aurora Borealis, or the northern 
lights. 
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An elderly Mongolian lady holds her grandchild in the dim interior of a yurt in the town of Housgol Mongolia began multi- 
party elections on July 22. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Landslide victory 

Mongolian reds appear assured 

ULAN BATOR, July 24, (Reuter): The ruling Com- nalists the number of non-communist candidates 
munist Party appeared ass ured of a landslide victory who would contest the communists' 69-year-old 
in Mongolia’s first free elections after preliminary monopoly on power in this Sunday's main election 
results from Sunday’s first-round voting were had been whittled down to less than 20 per cent of the 
announced today. total. 

Prime Minister Sharavyn Guajaadorj told jour- A staggering 92.4 percent of all voters cast ballots 
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No dissolution of assembly 


SEOUL, July 24, (Agencies): 
North and South Korea rejected 
today each other's proposals for 
discussions on a limited opening 
next month of their heavily for- 
tified border. 

In an increasingly ocmplicated 
propaganda pas de deux, Pyon- 
gyang. according to Yonhap 
news agency, termed “unneces- 
sary" a Southern proposal for 
talks on the North’s conditions 
for a temporary opening of the 
border at Panmunjom. 

South Korean Prime Minister 
Kang Young-hoon, in turn, 
rejected a North Korean 
proposal for a higher-level meet- 
ing on Lhe same subjects. 

Pyongyang. Kang said, “was 
trying to use the issue of free 
exchanges for political pur- 
poses." Seoul has turned down 
similar Northern proposals in 
the past on the grounds that such 
a meeting would merely provide 
Pyongyang with a propaganda 
forum. 

The controversy centres on a 
proposal last week by South 
Korean President RohTae-woo 
to open the Panmunjom border 
crossing for five days beginning 
August 13 in celebration of 
Korean Independence Day two 
days later. 

North Korea made a similar 
proposal two weeks ago. which 
at tnat time was rebuffed by the 
South. Eight hours after Roh 
made his counter-offer on 
Friday, the North turned a cold 
shoulder, imposing stringent 
conditions for their co-opera- 
tion. 

Roh. however, told his cabinet 
to proceed with his border-open- 


ing plan and officials said all 
South Koreans, including 
political dissidents, would be all- 
owed to attend a Pyongyang 
unification rally on August 1 5 in 
Panmunjom. 

Yonhap news agency quoted 
the official (North ) Korean Cen- 
tral News Agency today as criti- 
cising this decision. A North 
Korean official said Pyongyang 
as host should be able to select 
lhe participants. 

South Korean dissident 
groups on Tuesday met senior 
Unification Ministry officials to 
discuss the border issue. Seoul in 
the past has jailed South Koreans 
who participated in pro-Pyon- 
gyang activities. 

In a statement, Lee Chang- 
bok, head of the 20-group Chon- 
minyon dissident coalition, 
praised Seoul's border plan, call- 
ing it "a step Forward in 
improvement of relations bet- 
ween North and South." 

■ President Roh Tae-Woo 
made it clear today he will not 
accept opposition demands for 
the dissolution of the current 
national assembly and new 
parliamentary elections. 

Roh met with leading mem- 
bers of his ruling Democratic 
Liberal Party to review the 
political situation strained by the 
resignation of 80 opposition law- 
makers. 

The president said opposition 
efforts to force the current 
National Assembly to be dis- 
solved and replaced through 
elections were unconstitutional, 
presidential spokesman Lee Soo- 
Jung. 


nalists the number of non-communist candidates 
who would contest the communists' 69-year-old 
monopoly on power in this Sunday's main election 
had been whittled down to less than 20 percent of the 
total. 

A staggering 92.4 percent of all voters cast ballots 

last Sunday, with nomadic herd- 
I ■ smen riding vast distances on 

horseback to ballot boxes scat- 
tered across the land. Only two 
1 ■ m million people live in Mongolia, 

a country the size of Western 

t _m Europe. 

“It has been a comparatively 
free and fair (election),” Gun- 
jaadorj told Mongolian and 
foreign journalists in a news con- 
ference. 

“But because we are doing this 

jKlw for the first time, there have been 

1 y some shortcomings and bumps. 

But still we hope there will be no 

conflicts,” he added. 


Sunday's voting was the first 
stage in electing representatives 
to the 430-seat parliament, or 
Great People's Hural. That body 
will pass legislation generated 
from the 5 3 -seat Small Hural. 
which is to be elected this Sun- 
day. 

Mongolia began a rapid tran- 
sition toward democracy at the 
end of last yearwben opposition 
groups emerged, taking heart 
from democratic revolutions in 
Eastern Europe. 

Glasnost in the Soviet Union 
meant that Mongolia's northern 
neighbour did not order the sup- 
pression of anti -communist dis- 
sent here as it had done consis- 
tently since 1921 when the Soviet 
Red Army installed Moscow as 
Mongolia’s overlord. 

The Communist Party gave up 
its constitutionally guaranteed 
monopoly on power in March 
this year. But democracy 
remains an unfamiliar concept. 

Foreign observers invited to 
last Sunday's election said they 
saw some people queueing at 
polling stations with three ballot 
tickets in their hands, a mistake 
Lhe observers said seemed to stem 
from misunderstanding rather 
than mischief. 

In the capital, Ulan Bator, 
where hour-long voting queues 
built up on Sunday, residents 
said their first taste of free elec- 
tions was delicious. 

"It was a wonderful feeling to 
be able to vote against the Com- 
munist Pany for the first time. It 
was like swearing at them.” said 
one young man who voted for 
one of the six opposition parties. 


Quake toll surpassesl ,600 

New tremor hits Negros island, no casualties 


MANILA, July 24, (Agencies): The death toll from last week’s earthquake surpassed 
1,600 today as search teams reported finding more bodies in devastated mountain 
communities. 

A new tremor, measuring 6 on the Richter scale, hit the central Island of Negros earlier 
today, butthere were no reports of damage or casualties. 

President Corazon Aquino inspected damage in her home province of Tarlac, where 
numerous churches, schools and highways were damaged by the July 16 quake, which 
measured 7.7 on the Richter scale. 

Yesterday, she asked Congress to approve 10 billion pesos (S500 million) to rebufld 
damaged areas. Many Congressmen also want to stop making paymen ts on the country's 


Khmer 
rebels 
appeal 
for help 


BANGKOK, July 24, (AP): 
Cambodia's Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas, in their first reaction to 
a US attempt to isolate them, 
appealed today for international 
help to allow them a role in the 
settlement of the war. 

Widespread backing for the 
guerrilla coalition’s United 
Nations seat has ensured that the 
UN charter and international law 
“prevail over the law of the jungle 
and the nse of force,” Khmer 
Rouge leader Khie a Samphan said 
in a statement over the guerrilla 
radio. 

Khieu Samphaa was reacting to 
the US decision, announced last 
Wednesday, to withdraw its 
recognition of the UN seat held by 
the guerrilla coalition. The United 
States, citing its opposition to tbe 
Khmer Rouge, said It win instead 
open talks with Vietnam on ending 
the Cambodian war. • 

Tbe coalition ind odes the Com- 
m imis t Khmer Rouge with two 
weaker guerrilla groups fighting 
the Vietnamese-installed govern- 
ment in the capital of Phnom 
Penh. Tbe other two members are 
the non-communist forces of 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk and of 
Son Sana’s Khmer People’s 
National Liberation Front. 
Opposes 

The US opposes • the^ Kinder 
Rouge because of tbe hundreds of 
thousands ‘ of* Cambdfikifi ‘they 
killed from April 1975 until 1978 
while trying to turn the coonfry 
into a system of primitive agrarian 
communes. 

Vietnam ended tbe carnage in 
late 1978 by invading, ousting die 
Khmer Ronge and installing a new 
communist government led by 
Khmer Ronge defectors. 

The key issues to settling the 
current Cambodian war, accord- 
ing to Kbien Samphan are a 
verified pullout of Vietnamese 
troops, a comprehensive UN role > 
in a settlement, and tiw participa- 
tion of all four Cambodian fac- 
tions in a settlement 

Vietnam said it withdrew aD its I 
troops last September, bat there 
was no independent confirmation. 

“Only with the participation of 
afl four parties can there be gen- 
uine national reconciliation and 
can we correctly implement inter- 
national law and the UN charter 
which says that the people of each 
country have the right to decide 
their own destiny,” Khieu Sam- 
phan said. 

Settlement 

Tbe Khmer Rouge have called 
for a four-party coalition govern- 
ment in the period before elec- 
tions. The Vietnamese-installed 
government, however, wants the 
interim power, and says any set- 
tlement most include measures to 
prevent a Khmer Rouge return to 
power. 

■ A US military delegation 
arrived in Phnom Penh today to 
inspect remains believed to be 
Americans missing from the Viet- 
nam war, marking the first official 

United States contact with the 
Vietnamese-installed Cambodian 
government. 

“This is a good ago for rela- 
tions between the United States 
and Cambodia, even though we do 
not have diplomatic relations,” 
said Foreign Ministry spokesman 
ChomBtmRong. 

The six-person delegation 
headed by Lt Col Joe Harvey, 
commander of tbe US military's 
joint casualty resolution centre, 
was scheduled to meet Cambodian 
officials to discuss efforts to 
account for 83 Americans still lis- 
ted as Mssiiig in Action m Cam- 
bodia and to view remains believed 

to be some of the misang. (UPI) 


lacovou expresses thanks to China 

NICOSIA, July 24. ( AP): Foreign Minister George lacovou yesterday thanked 
his Chinese counterpart Qian Qichcn for China’s support of a just settlement of 
the problem of the divided island. 

Addressing the visiting Chinese minister during a dinner in his honour, 
lacovou said: “l wish to express our gratitude for the principled support of the 
People's Republic of China to Cyprus.” 

He added he was confident that China “will continue exercising her great 
influence and using her international standing for a just and lasting solution to 
the Cyprus problem based on UN resolutions and principles.” 

Cyprus has been divided since a 1974 Turkish invasion seized the northern 40 
per cent of the east Mediterranean island. 

UN Security Council resolutions supported by China call for the withdrawal 
of the estimated 3 5,000 Turkish troops and 50.000 mainland settlers from north 
Cyprus and the return there of 200,000 Greek Cypriot refugees who fled or were 
forcibly expelled from their homes at the time of the invasion. 


Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen delivers a message from Deng 
to Cypnot President George Vassiliou during a visit to Nicosia on Monaay. 
Qichen is the first Chinese foreign minister to visit Cyprus. (Reuter wirephoto) 






A lone resident of Baguio carrying his belongings walks on foot to leave the city on Jufy 1 9. Thousands of people Wed the 
quake-hit town in fears of aftershocks and food shortage. (Reuter wirephoto) 


UK minister 
visits China 

Whitlam meets Li 


BEUING, July 24, (AP): The 
first senior British official to visit 
China since Beijing crushed last 
'year’s , democracy movement 
arrived today, extending a pat- 


year's , democracy movement j responsibility for promoting- 
arrived today, extending a pat- . 'stabijjtyand prosperity of Hong. _ 
7&rn‘6y offidr W«ti**ranations - of Ivong, Maude told reporters at 


526-billion national debt to f«e money for wonstroc i n. ^ least 1 .6: 1 people 

listed as trussing. ~ 

Defence Secretary Fidel Ramos, chairman of the National Disaster Co-ordinating 

Council said nearly 90,000 people were left homeless. 

Rescuers con Luzoir' ^ 

wheremorcthan 370 people died, and in remoteareas bodies, one of them a 

In Baguio, 130 miles (210 kilometres) north of Manila, tnrec dou««s 

6 — — woman, were dug from me rub- 

blc of the Hyali H old today . The 
luxury hotel collapsed during the 
quake. 

Aftershocks continued _ to nc 
felt in the area. Seismologist 
said the tremor on Negros was 
actuallv an aftershock of a June 
14 quake that killed seven people 
on the central island ot Panay. 

The Philippines sils astride 10 
major faults or tremor tracks and 
is among the most earthquake- 
prone country' on earth. 

In a speech yesterday to Con- 
gress' summer recess, Aquino 
rejected proposals to divert 
foreign debt payments to finance 
recovery. 

She thanked foreign rescuers m 
but omitted any reference to an 
American serviceman. Marine 
Capt. Michael Shannon, who 
was killed Friday when his plane 
crash ed near Baguio on a rescue 
mission. Aquino's spokesmen 
said the government was grateful 
for the American aid, but the 
Filipinos did most of the work. 

Aquino also did not cite cadets 
of the Philippine Military 
Academy in Baguio, who were 
the first to launch rescue opera- 
>ot to leave the city on July 1 9. Thousands ot people fled the tions in t h a t mountain resort foll- 

ind food shortage. (Reuter wirephoto) owhlg ^ quakc Graduates of 
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Baker to 
set off on 
marathon 
Asian trip 

WASHINGTON, July 24. 
(Reuter): US Secretary of State 
James Baker sets out tomorrow 
on a marathon trip through Asia 
focused on resolving long-stand- 
ing conflicts iq: Cambodia and 
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gradually resuming normal 
government ties. 

Foreign Office Minister Fran- 
cis Maude, in opening a three- 
day visit, became toe highest ran- 
king official from Western 
Europe to visit China since toe 
June 3-4, 1989, army crackdown. 

“As permanent members of 
the (United Nations) Security 
Council, we have many shared 
interests and common respon- 
sibilities in toe world. It’s essen- 
tia] that we work together on 
these,” Maude said on arrivaL 

His visit coincided with that of 
former Australian prime mini- 
ster Gough Whitlam, who met 
on Monday with Chinese 
Premier Li Peng. 

The official Xinhua news 
agency said Li told Whitlam, 
“toe clouds or attempting to 
isolate China are dispersing as 
more and more countries are res- 
ponding to China's sincere desire 
for friendly co-existence with 
other countries.” 

Most Western nations banned 
high-level governmental exchan- 
ges after the military crushed the 
pro-democracy movement. But 
the European Community gran- 
ted exceptions to Britain because 
of its links with Hong Kong and 
to Portugal, because of Macao. 

The British colony of Hong 
Kong reverts to Chinese rule in 
1997 and toe Portuguese colony 
of Macao is to be returned two 
years later. 

Maude’s chief mission is to 
advance discussions on Hong 
Kong, which have stalled since 
last year's bloody crackdown in 
which hundreds and possibly 


the airport. 

“During my visit here, I shall 
be emphasising to my hosts the 
British government's wish to 
work constructively and 
positively with the Chinese to 
ensure toe future of Hong Kong 
based on the joint declaration 
and the basic law,” be added. 

Maude was referring to the 
1984 Sino-British agreement to 
return Hong Kong to Chinese 
rule, and to the mini-constitution 
that is to govern the island begin- 
ning in 1997. 

Maude, who was met at the 
airport by Deputy Foreign Mini- 
ster Tian Zengpei, is scheduled to 
meet with Premier Li Peng 
tomorrow. 

Observers said Maude’s visit 
could pave the way for other 
Western countries to resume 
normal diplomatic contacts. 

Some signs emerged earlier 
this month at the annual econ- 
omic summit of the seven indus- 
trialised powers that their stand 
on China was softening. China, 
now isolated for more than a 
year, is eager for such a move. 

In recent weeks, China has 
hosted Japan and Canada's 
highest-level government visitor 
since last year. 

Maude is likely to raise a 
variety of issues with Chinese 
leaders beyond -toe subject of 
Hong Kong. Regional issues, 
including Cambodia and North 
Korea, as well as bilateral ties 
and East- West relations proba- 
bly will also be on toe agenda. 

Maude is expected to discuss 
Hong Kong's recently drafted 
bill of rights. 


in the past six months as a key 
player in toe historic remaking of 
Europe. His tour through Indon- 
esia, Singapore, Irkutsk — deep 
in Soviet Asia — and Mongolia is 
unlikely to offer much respite. 

In Irkutsk, Baker and Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze will make a new 
attempt to solve the Afghanistan 
conflict. 

The central cpiestion is whatto 
do with Afghan President 
Najibuilah in an interim period 
leading to elections. The united 
States says he must go, toe Soviet 
Union disagrees but both say 
their views are inching closer 
together. 

In Jakarta and Singapore, the 
Association of South East Asian 
Nations (Asean) is likely to pres- 
sure Baker to explain why 
Washington last week abruptly 
withdrew its support for the 
guerrilla alliance, dominated by 
the Khmer-Rouge, fighting to 
topple the Cambodian govern- 
ment 

Alarmed by reports of the 
group’s battlefield advances in 
toe ! 1-year civil war and under 
fire from its own Congress for 
supporting the Khmer Rouge, 
Washington offered to open 
talks with Vietnam, the Cam- 
bodian government’s main sup- 
porter. 

The administration also said it 
could withdraw recognition 
within the United Nations of the 
Khmer Rouge, blamed for kill- 
ing over a million Cambodians 
during a four-year reign until 
1979. 


In Manila, tbe House of 
Representatives swiftly 
approved a S434 million fund to 
rehabilitate areas ruined by toe 
July 16 tremor. The approval 
came only hours after Corazon 
Aquino presented toe measure 
yesterday. 

The Senate was also expected 
to approve toe Fund shortly. 

In another development. Press 
Undersecretary Horacio Paredes 
told reporters 200 troops were 
sent to secure buildings, gas sta- 
tions and other facilities after 
looting broke out Monday night 
in some parts of the hard-hit 
mountain resort city of Baguio. 

Paredes did not elaborate, but 
residents of remote villages bad 
complained about the slow dis- 
tribution of relief goods. He said 
the governament had airlifted 
96,000 tons of relief supplies to 
towns surrounding Baguio. 

The military office of civil 
defence put toe quake death toll 


as missing and feared dead, and 
2,935 others injured. The social 
welfare department said 
1,080,160 were left homeless by 
Lhe tremor. 

OCD said workers recovered 
698 bodies from landsli des in 
towns near Bagnio, and the 
nearby provinces of A bra. 
Nueva Vizcaya and Nueva Edja. 

In the hillside town ofCarran- 

glan in Nueva Ecija, 95 miles ( 1 52 
km) north of Manila, Mayor 
Lu zvimindo Otik said 2,946 
touses were crushed by land- 
slides and rescuers still were 
looking for hundreds of missing 
villagers. 


Asean threatens to push off boat people 

Lashes out at USA for hampering efforts in Cambodia 


JAKARTA, July 24, (UPI): Southeast Asian 
foreign ministers threatened today to forcibly 
turn back boat people landing on their shores 
if the United Slates does not agree to forced 
repatriations or set upholding centres for toe 
torrents of unwanted arrivals. 

Bristling over the passage of the July 1 
deadline for resolution of the problem with- 
out any action, dignitaries attending the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(Asean) ministerial meeting said the first- 
asylum countries have “the sovereign right to 
take such actions as they deem necessary, 
including the abandonment of temporary 
refuge.” 

In a double-barrelled attack on the United 
Slates, toe offirials also warned Washington’s 
decision to withdraw diplomatic recognition 
of the Cambodia guerrilla coalition could 
result in a Khmer Rouge military victory. 

They lashed out at their long time ally for 
hampering their efforts at finding a solution 
to the 1 1-year-old Cambodian conflict and 
jeaving them with unwanted refugees stream- 
ing out of Vietnam 15 years after toe com- 


munist victory. 

The Asean ministers representing Indon- 
esia, Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines, Sin- 
gapore and Brunei issued a joint statement 
noting toe ultimatum from a Manila meeting 
in May threatening to push boat people back 
to sea if the United Stales and Vietnam didnot 
act by July ! had passed “without any resolu- 
tion of this problem.” 

* The delegates said there will be no purpose 
in the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) convening another 
meeting on the problem “unless there are 
dear indications of political willingness by the 
two countries concerned to effectively 
address and deal with involuntary repatria- 
tion,” 

International . refugee workers estimate 
Malaysia, has pushed off boatloads contain- 
ing about 8,500 people fleeing Vietnam in the 
past year, directing them to go to Indonesia 
Instead. The Philippines has embarked on a 
policy of refusing to allow boat people to 
disembark unless a resettlement, country 


promises to eventually accept tb 
immigrants. r 

host 151,000 Indochinese boat people 
mg rttettonent in the West. mSSK 
refugees are straining their n-i-m r-n • _ 
xl the initial deadline to allow the 1 
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Jaruzelski may resign: report 

Controversy over the pace of reform causes split 


WARSAW, July 34, (UPI) : Polish telev- 
ision reported yesterday President Wqi- 
dech Jaruzelski may consider resi gning , 
and said the general was ready to ask the 
public what it t hinks of his performance in 
office. 

The report was based on an article 
carried by the weekly newspaper 
Poprostu, which — supporting Solidarity 
leader Lech Walesa — said, “Jaruzelski is 


going to take a decision on the resigna- 
tion.” 

Jaruzelski, the communist president, 
was elected for a six-year term by 
Parliament last July. 

Walesa has said Jaruzelslri's tenure has 
not been effective, and the Solidarity foun- 
der’s party, Centre Alliance, urged the 
Presrden t to step down. The party also said 
the only candidate who would sweep away 


the remnants of communists from many 
managerial jobs is Walesa. 

The alliance has demanded presidential 
elections be held this fall, while Solidarity 
Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecid — 
and advocate of slower pace of political 
reforms — advocated having an election 
next year. 

Ryszard Turski, the editor-Ln-duef of 
Poprostu, said the review of Jaruzelslri’s 


statements since March prompted his new- 
spaper to conclude that the President will 
give up his job soon under growing social 
pressure against him. 

According to the television broadcast. 
Waldemar Lozinski, Jaruzelslri's ’spokes- 
man, did not flatly deny the report carried 
by Poprostu but said the President was 
ready to ask the public what it thinksabout 
his presidency. 


Pla n runs into trou ble 

Shevardnadze opposes Gorbachev 

MOSCOW, July 24, (UFI): Mi kh ail Gorbachev’s p lan to restructure 
the Soviet federation has run into trouble within lus closest cp rfe of 


advisers, drawing opposition from Foreign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze, a witness to the dispute said. 

. Shevardnadze complained Gorbachev's vision of a looser associa- 
tion of Soviet states ignores local interests, said Andrcjs Krastins, 
deputy chairman of the Latvian Parliament, who watched the two 
quarrel at a meeting last Friday. 

Gorbachev has since decided to reassemble both the presidential 
council and the council of the federation to discuss his plan to accelerate 



Invading 
Soviets 
killed 82 
in Prague 


PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia, 
July 24, (AP): At least 82 people 
were shot by invading soldiers 
during the first four weeks of the 
Soviet-led military intervention 
that crushed reforms in 1968, 
according to new figures publi- 
shed today. 

According to a declassified 
Interior Ministry report, the first 
six victims were shot at 3.30am 
on Aug 21, 1968 — the night the 
Warsaw Pact troops and tanks 
rolled in. 

The report was carried in the 
Obcansky Denik daily today, 
which said only five top Com- 
munist Party officials had been 
privy to it immediately after the 
invasion. 

The first shootings occurred 
near the city of Liberec, some 100 
kms (65 mite) north of Prague, 
the newspaper reported. 

“During the occupation of 
Czechoslovakia by the armies of 
the five stales of the Warsaw 
treaty ... its members used 
various weapons against Cze- 
choslovak citizens likemachine- 
guns, submachine guns and 
artillery ... killing 82 people, 
seriously wounding 302 and 
causing light wounds to more 
than 500," the daily said. 

Romania -waS the only War- 
saw Pact country that refused to 
take part in the invasion. 

“The killing and injuries 
occurred both in direct shoot/ — 


nsl groups of people an 
riduals, as well as in shooting 
qsi buildings and in the air, 
i people were shot in their 
tments. or balconies . . . and 
•me cases even by deflected 
ts,” the daily said, 
le report is the first in a senes 
ished ahead of the 22nd 
versary of the invasion. 
le 1968 invasion restored 
lline communism in Cze- 
lovakia, which was sus- 
d for more than two decades 
iustav Husak, who replaced 
•minis! reformer Alexander 
cek as party leader in April 

:mocratic changes which 
•t communists from power in 
rhoslovakia last year 
ight dissident playwright 
av Havel to the office of 
deni, saw the resignation of 
ik and elected Dubosk to the 
ion of parliament speaker. 


US to move chemical 
arms from Germany 


To Pacific island 


WASHINGTON, July 24, (AP): 
The Defence Department yester- 
day said it was ready to begin 
moving US chemical weapons 
stored in West Germany to a 
remote Pacific island where the 
army is testing an incinerator for 
the first large-scale destruction 
of the arms. 

The weaponsat Clausen muni- 
tions depot in West Germany 
represent about two per cent of 
the total US chemical weapons 
stockpile, said Maj. Joe Padilla, 
an army spokesman. 

The size of the stockpile is kept 
secret but private experts 
estimate that it is about 30.000 
tons. 

Padilla said the removal of 
weapons from West Germany 
could begin this week. They will 
be put in storage on Johnston 
Atoll, he said. Full-scale destruc- 
tion of chemical weapons is not * 
set to start until testing is com- 
pleted late next year. 

Deputy Secretary of Defence 
Donald J. Atwood Jr said in a 
statement that he certified to 
congress that the Johnston Atoll 


economic reforms and push forward with a fundamental redistribu- 
tion or power within the country. 

Krastins said yesterday that Shevardnadze was the only person at the 
meeting of the two advisory panels last week who objected when 
Gorbachev presented the eight basic principles of his new national 
compact. 

“I am afraid of a union treaty,” Krastins quoted Shevardnadze as 
raying about Gorbachev's idea of a looser federation of states with wide 
independence rather than the current union of 1 S republics controlled 
from the centre. 

Shevardnadze, Krastins said, 
believes that the central govern- 
ment should hold separate 
negotiations at the highest level 
with each republic, similar to the 
forthcoming talks “with our 
friends the Lithuanians." 

In another indication of high- 
level dissension in the Gorbachev 
camp, senior economic adviser 
Abel Aganbegyan chafed over 
the Aug IS deadline given his 
commission for choosing the 
best plan for a transition to a 
market economy. 

Gorbachev last week called a 
new union treaty and the 
movement away from rigid cen- 
tral planning “two sides of the 
same coin.” 

Any hesitancy by Shevard- 
nadze about the new national 
compact could hamper Gorba- 
chev's plan for a decentralised 
union. Others would likely take 
such reluctance seriously 
because of Shevardnadze’s 
reputation as a brilliant 
negotiator and his penchant for 
compromise. 

Gorbachev's difficulties as he 
tries to restructure his huge coun- 
try were evident at the meeting 
' Friday: which the presidents of 
.Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 
did not attend in another man- 
ifestation of the Baltic region's 
growing aloofness from Mos- 
cow. 

Krastins, who attended the 
high-level conclave only as an 
observer, said Gorbachev noted 
that he had personally invited the 
Baltic leaders to the meeting and 
sharply criticised their absence. 

“The directives of the centre 
are being ignored,” Krastins 
quoted Gorbachev as saying. 

Krastins, in a statement 
released to Western news organ- 
isations in Moscow by the 
Latvian government, provided 
the first detailed account of Gor- 
bachev's vision for a new Soviet 
Union. 

Gorbachev, who chaired the 
meeting Friday, outlined eight 
spheres to be reserved for the 
central- government, some of 
which are sure to meet with 
opposition from republics strain- 
ing for greater sovereignty or 
outright secession. 

Lithuanian President 

Vytautas Landsbergjs said in 
published remarks today his 
republic will not accept “an 
atmosphere of warnings, pres- 
sure and threats” during talks 
with the Kremlin this week. 

In an interview with the 
independent Polish newspaper 
Zycie Warszawy, Landsbergjs 
said he will demand the withdr- 
awal of Soviet troops from Lith- 
uania, which was annexed in 
1940 along with Estonia and 
Latvia. 


chemical agent destruction sys- 
tem has destroyed chemical 
munitions during initial testing, 
and that the site has enough 
storage capacity to handle muni- 
tions transported from West 
Germany. 

The Defence Department was 
required by congress to make the 
certification before it began 
moving the munitions from West 
Germany. 

James Boyle, a spokesman for 
the US army in Germany, said he 
could not confirm a German 
Defence Military statement that 
the 100,000 artillery shells at 
Clausen would begin moving on 
Thursday. 

Each convoy will include 20 
flatbed trucks loaded with the 
chemical weapons stored in two 
air-tight steel containers and 60 
other escort trucks, including 
German.and US security forces, 
emergency response crews and 
decontamination teams, he said. 

Boyle said there would be' 
about 30 convoys, running one a 
day. 


Search for Ukraine gold records 

Bank of England delves into dusty archives 


LONDON, July 24, (Reuter): The Bank of 
England has started searching its dusty 
archives to trace a barrel of gold supposedly 
deposited by a Ukrainian soldier 270 years ago 
and which the Soviet republic’s new parliament 
now would like back. 

One Ukrainian lawmaker has estimated the 
gold’s worth today in trillions of pounds 
(dollars). 

“We have established -that m our current 
banking operations and in our safe deposit 
account we have no record of a claim of that 
kind.” a Bank of England spokesman said. 

“Now we’re digging in our archives to see if 
we can trace the relevant account relationship.” 


The bank has not received an official request 
for the gold from the new parliament in the 
Ukraine. But VladimirYavorivsky, head of the 
parliament’s co mmissi on on the 1986 Cher- 
nobyl nuclear disaster, told the chamber claims 
bad already been launched for the return of the 
treasure, willed by military leader Pavel 
Polubotok to a sovereign and independent 
Ukraine. 

Ukrainian deputy Roman Ivanychuk said on 
Saturday that the gold was lodged with the 
Bank of England by Polubotok before he set 
out for St Petersburg for talks with the Russian 
imperial government. 


German 

unity 

process 

slows 


EAST BERLIN, July 24, (AP): 
The juggernaut of German rarity 
has suddenly been slowed by what 
would appear to be a petty 
political dash, but which in fad 
could determine who runs the 
unified nation. 

Politicians in both Germauys 
were pointing fingers yesterday 
while many of their constituents 
were shaking their heads over Ifie 

am«ying, wwwin g lytrii i ri Af 

whether unification should take 
place Dec lor Dec 2. 

German newspapers have 
derided the partisan slngfest as 
“sleazy” and “pointless”, 
especially since East Germans are 
struggling with mounting jobless- 
ness and soaring prices. 

In the past week, the issue has 
t h reat e ned to collapse East Ger- 
many's fragile coaBtioa govern- 
ment of prime minister Lothar de 
Maiziere and laid bare intense, 
behind-the-scenes political man- 
oeuvring. 

The infighting intensified last 
night, when two parties in the 
government refused to attend a 
meeting of coalition leaders. They 
cited De Maiziere's oncom- 
promising stance that unification 
most follow elections planned for 
Dec 2. 

The outcome could help deter- 
mine who wfll control the new Ger- 
man government, and which par- 
ties have a voice. 

“It would be decisive for the 
composition of dm parliament and 
the government,” said Klans 
Becher, an analyst of German 
politics for the German society for 
foreign politics. The centre is 
located in Bonn, West Germany. 

East Germany's left-leaning 
Social Democrats — the nation’s 
second-largest party — and a 
liberal alliance have demanded 
that unity occar a day before Ger- 
man elections. 

They are demanding that all of 
Germany act as a single electorate 
that chooses a united parliament. 

De Maiziere and several 
smaller parties — ranging from 
the former communists to the 
activists who overthrew them — 
want the two nations to formally 
nify immediately after elections 
are held. 

Under this proposal, szmnttan- 
eons elections would be held in 
each nation. The votes would be 
coasted separately and political 
rep res en tation would be based on 
how each party did in its own coan- 
try. 

■ A political party left East Ger- 
many's coalition government 
today and another group 
threatened to follow suit in a 
political crisis over German unity. 

A liberal political alliance that 
amtrob 21 Mate rathe 400Hnen»- 
ber parfiament said it was leaving 
the seven-party g o v e rni n g coali- 
tion of Prune Minister Lothar de 
Maiziere. 

Anti-Jews man 
goes on trial 

MOSCOW. July 24. (AP): A Mos- 
cow man weal on trial in a packed 
and raucous courtroom today for 
allegedly inciting intolerance of Jews 
in a case highlighting fears of grow- 
ing Russian anti-Semitism. 

But Judge A. 1. Muratov adjour- 
ned the trial of Konstantin Smirnov- 
Oslashvili. 64, for a day after only a 
few minutes of procedural work and 
two long breaks. 


Muratov announced the delay as a 
crush of reporters hemmed the 
docket and noisy spectators 
interrupted the case by shouting 
“shame” at the court. 

Srairaov-Ostashvili was arrested 
for allegedly organising protesters 
who broke up a meeting Jan IS at the 
Central House of Literature in Mos- 
cow and insulted Jewish writers. 
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Dialogue 
will go 
ahead: 
De Klerk 


A Liberian soldier uses a bicycle tor transportation in Monrovia. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 




fe- 




. ?y 





A hungry Liberian family returns lo their village near Monrovia after a 
rice ration was issued by rebels. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Troops repel 
rebel attack 

Doe’s mansion fired at 


MONROVIA, July 24. (AP): 
Government soldiers patrolled 
the streets of downtown Mon- 
rovia today after they apparently 
repelled a surprise rebel attack 
the day before. 

On Monday, a splinter rebel 
group waded across a swamp lo 
shoot their way into the capital’s 
centre, surprising government 
troops who had been defending 
two key bridges leading into 
town. 

The downtown area rever- 
berated with machine gun and 
rocketfireas the two sides fought 
yesterday. But today, there were 
no reports of fighting in the city 
centre, and civilians filled the 
streets in a vain search for food. 

A rebel gunboat fired at 
President Samuel Doe’s ocean- 
front executive mansion before 
dawn today and then sped away, 
witnesses said. 

The ship, shrouded in the early 
morning darkness, could not be 
clearly seen from the shore. It 
fired at least six rounds at the 
heavily fortified command post 
where Doe was holed up with his 
remaining loyal troops. 

Flashes could be seen from the 


sea as the ship fired. 

The mansion returned the fire, 
and the booming sound of can- 
non shots echoed through the 
sleeping city. After the boat had 
disappeared, one shot from the 
mansion was observed falling 
into the sea. only a few hundred 
yards (metres) offshore. 

The extent of damage at the 
mansion could not be 
immediately determined. Repor- 
ters who tried to go there and to 
the adjacent Ministry of Infor- 
mation were turned back by 
troops. 

The rebels began their offen- 
sive in December and effectively 
control two-thirds of the coun- 
try. They have accused Doe, who 
took power in a 1980 coup, of 
corruption, mismanagement and 
human rights abuses. 

At least nine male bodies, most 
of them stripped of their cloth- 
ing. were found on a beach not 
far from the beleagured city’s 
embassy districL Other bodies 
were scattered nearby. 

Witnesses told a photographer 
that soldiers had brought the 
people there during die night and 
summarily executed them. 


Rebellion in Indonesian province of Aceh gains support as resentment of military grows 

. ... ■ . - . j. . i. i ■ fladtinn sHwrtinns tn Itvral honnlp thr flip nt RinTiittd had killed Indonesian soldiers and ibeir spies us part of a 


BANDA ACEH. Indonesia, July 24. (Reuter): A rebellion 
in the Indonesian province of Aceh, probably initiated by 
vengeful ex-soldiers, is gathering support from local peo- 
ple hostile to central government and the military, analysts 
say. 

"We took a survey and found eight out of 10 Acehncse 
support die movement, if only passively,” said a civil- 
rights worker from the troubled province at the northern 
tip of Sumatra. 

In the past four months at least 40 civilians have been 
shot or beheaded and local people watching the movement 
of troops and coffins say military c a s u alties are almost 
certainly higher. . 

J akart a, clearly worried by what observers say is the 


worst violence in over a decade, has vowed to crush the 
movement by the end of this year and has sent in five 
Javanese batallions to do the job. 

It gives do death-toll for the action by the group it rails 
the GPK, or security disturbing movement, but says it is 
made up of common criminals hnked to the local cannabis 
trade. 

“If these people were just criminals, how would they be 
able just to fade away into the country side?" remarked one 
foreign analyst “The Acehncse have no cause to harbour 
criminals.” 

Security sources say many soldiers are out of uniform 
but the uniformed forces keep up a high profile, barrelling 
down the main highway in broad daylight with beadhghts 


flashing, advertising to local people the fate of captured 
insurgents. 

Arrested GPK suspects cower in the back of open 
trucks, semi-automatic weapons thrust under their noses 
by soldiers. 

Loral intellectuals and street-vendors alike say more 
troops will just aggravate the resentment that has dis- 
solved the government's information network and fertil- 
ised the movement 

“We Acehnese are very proud and very temperamental. 
The harder you stamp on an Acehnese the harder he will 
fight back," said a local lawyer. 

In a letter circulated to the local press, a group calling 
itself the Natittal Liberation Front Aceh Sumatra said u 


had killed Indonesian soldiers and ibeir spies as part of a 
fight for independence from Indonesia. 

The language echos that used 13 years ago by Aceh 
Merdeka (Tree Aceh), a group that declared independence 
Tor the province in 1 977 but which lacked popular support. 

Its members were arrested or fled the country, but many 
believe they arc the brains behind the current urirest. 

The brawn, analysis say, comes from ex-soldens, SO 
soldiers kicked out of the army by the North Sumatra 
Command Area, mostly for disciplinary offences. 

They look with them a knowledge of local command 
posts, military training, some weapons and a grudge, local 
sources say. Some went into the cannabis trade. 


JOHANNESBURG, July JuIv 
(AP): President FW De KI^, 
will continue talks with iked 
African National Congress Hus 
ending white rule despite clairms 
that black nationalists wflto 
preparing to seize power, 
negotiations fail. *2* 

De Klerk said he would 
meet August 6 with Nelson M: 
dels and other lop ANC leaded 
to try to clear the way anal 
negotiations on sharing politic an 
power with the black majorin 
But he warned all politi 
groups against trying to st*?®[J 

poyt*- r had 

He said after a meeting w 
senior government officials Jmi*. 
lerday that there was no roi (be 
“for any political organ isatio Med 
stockpile arms in order to found 
its will at the negotiation table 
in any other way to prevent 
political process taking its 
mal course." Itah 

Plot still 

The ANC has confirmed is In 
guerrillas continue to infill! 
South Africa, but reject po* ®f 
and media reports of an A .““L 
plot to seize power if polil j^ 
negotiations fail. Police h M .._ 
arrested dozens of A fiao _ 


militants in connection with, 
alleged plot. arge 

De Klerk said he viewed his 
arresis in “an extremelv seriPy ns 
light." 

He rejected calls from the 
apartheid main opposition Cp^j 
servaiive Party and other rifi 
wing groups to call off talks v 
the ANC. But he said thegovoimd 
ment was determined lo moun- 
tain law and order. 

“It is imperative that g- .. 
government be maintained a* f M 
times. Therefore disorder, 
chy and terrorism will notgen. 
tolerated,” he said. and 

The government and the A’ for- 
are trying to clear the wayinb. 
constitutional negotiations [to- 
sharing power with the 
majority. The ANC is derat^™ 
ing release of impriso'uJT 
militants and other prelimir for 
conditions. 

Fighting non 

In other developments, *4° 
independent South African 
Association said today the di l Ust 
toll from black faction figh dj . 
Sunday in Sebokeng out^^ 
Johannesburg had risen to 2* ^ 
The area was reported qthas 
today, when police pausing 
roamed the township to pre- 
further clashes between 
militants and supporters of “g a 
alha, a conservative Zulu gjx, ’ 
The dead in the SebokengfgJ 
shes included a white pr^tai 

■ officer who was speared ra 

chest, officials said . — 

Police said today that v / 
blacks had been killed in viol j 
yesterday near Kimberley ii 
Orange Free State, includi'j 
youth who was shot when i> 
opened fire after one of ± 
vehicles was attacked. I 

Police Also said today 
bullet-riddled body of a pt^, 
officer was found ovemigldiy 
the black homeland of Bophnce 
atswana. Brian Ngoulungatest 
testified before a govern i^ 0 
commission investigating &*- 
ges that array and police a [rf* 
killed anti-apartheid activisi^ 
Arrest Ung 

Police said they were iper- 
tigating the death, but gav 
details. 

The US embassy in Pre^d 
announced today that an />red 
militant who sought refuge i to 
Durban consulate yesterda) sex 
left of his own free will. B 
umusa Jabulani Ximba we<“ n 
the consulate and asked®’ 41 ' 
political asylum, US offi an 
said. 

Meanwhile, police arre* n i 
Ximba moments after he lef* 1 . 
shelter of the US consulaf 1 * 
Durban. lur_ 

Ximba entered the cons, mc 
yesterday seeking poli’die 
asylum a week afterpolice flake 
an arms cache at his homeiion 
township near the coastal ci all- 
Ximba’s lawyer Kwt 
Mlaba told reporters at the 
sulate his client was willir^j 
leave provided that he 
immediately charged and t.ven 
to court. iuld 

Police can hold polithat 
detainees indefinitely wil^m 
charge under the JnU , ]* r 
Security Act and Ximba wa 1 " 31 
to avoid this. He was taken 
to a court after his anesL 

Confirmed ghf 

Ximba earlier said he® L 
chosen the US consulate beQerald 
he wanted President Greeting 
Bush to delay his plans 1 
meeting with De Klerk unterthal 
question of continued dela* 51 ^ 3 
of ANC members was resol 
ANC officials confirm ec^Bes. 
Ximba, a 38-year-old labon irKlml 
technician, was a member . ■ 
that arms had been found 
house during a police raid. 

■ The feud between the . . 
and Inkatha showed little 

of abating, with each blamir 
other for the worst recentj 0 nsto 
break of black-on-t 
violence. 
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Marilyn Qoayle doing well: The 

wife of Vice-President Das Quayteisdoing well 
at Betbesda Naval Hospital after weekend sur- 
gery and is expected to return home later this 
week, a spokesman said Monday. 

David Beckwith, the vice-president's chief 
spokesman, said the family did not want to 
disclose the type of operation or the disease. 
Sources have told the Associated Press that 
Marilyn Qua! ye had cervical cancer. 

“She's doing well at Bethesda Naval Hosp- 
ital. We expect her home sometime this week,” 
Beckwith said. lAP) 


Rifles ban lifted; Several foreign-made 
semi-automatic assault weapons, including the 
AX -47, may again be imported into the United 
States alter a year-long ban, the White House 
said on Monday. 

President George Bush imposed a ban to keep 
the guns out of the hands of drug traffickers and 
other criminals, although he did not take similar 
action against domestically made weapons. 
( Reuter) 


Electric chair tested: The condemned 
‘‘man” had a metal strainer for a head, a vat of 
salty water for a body and piece of pipe fora leg. 
Engineers testing the state's electric chair said 
he died quickly. 

But attorneys trying to win reprieves for 
Florida death row inmates say lh^y were unim- 
pressed with the unusual test Monday. The 
attorneys have based their objections on a 


recent execution in which flames jumped from 
'afero’she 


electrodes strapped to a Jesse Tafero's head. 

Gov. Bob Martinez ordered a series of tests 
after the botched May 4 electrocution ofTafero. 
<AP) 


Nasa setback: Nasa’s controversial plan 
to build a S32 billion space station has received a 
major setback when agency engineers reported 
that astronauts might have to spend more than 
3,200 hours a year on hazardous space walks to 
make repairs, a finding they said calls for a 
major redesign. 

The report comes as confidence in Nasa was 
sagging because of costly problems with two 
other programmes, the ground space shuttles 

Anri the 

teles- 
_ -cons- 
cious legislators are re-examining the country's 
need for a space station. (Kuna) 


Navajo trial to begin: The Navajo 
Supreme Court on Monday denied suspended 


I 


tribal chairman Peter MacDonald’s request to 

is dection- 


U 

m 

in 

re 

ax 


remove the judge presiding over his 
fraud case. 

The trial is scheduled to start Tuesday before 
the tribe's district judge Robert Yazzie in Win- 
dow Rock. But the tribe's Supreme Court 
scheduled a hearing before the trial's start to 
determine if MacDonald will have adequate 
legal counsel. tAP) 

• * * 

US Navy searcbes: The navy deployed a 

deep-sea probe Monday to scour the Pacific 
Ocean floor for a jetliner door that blew off 17 
months ago, killing nine people aboard United 
Airlines Flight 8 1 1 . 


The National Transportation Safety Board 
tion withe 


completed its accident investigation without the 
cargo door, but asked the navy to find it because 
the door could provide- evidence to hdp 
improve aircraft safety. ‘ 

The 226-foot navy- tug Narragansett began 
laying eight transponders Monday, which will 
serve as an electro nic grid to chart the 
movements of a high-tech ocean submersible, 
the centrepiece of tbcOrion search system. (AP) 


I 


Killer bees : The so-called killer bees, an 
aggressive strain of honey bees, may reach 
southeastern Texas as soon as late summer, the 
government said Monday. 

The hybrid bees have been migrating north- 
ward for more than three decades. They are a 
cross of African bees, brought to Brazil in 
1956, and domestic varieties. (UP I) 


Mfllioo acres scorched: More than 
one million acres of Alaska were on fire Mon- 
day, blanlurtmg a large area with smoke, trigger- 
ing health alerts, forcing evacuations and inter- 
fering with traffic on roads to Canada and to the 
Pvudhoe Bay oil fields. 

State officials issued health warnings for 
residents in the smokiest places, inducting Fair- 
banks and Denali National Park, one of 
Alaska's most popular tourist attractions. 

“Smoke is au over the rnterior(of the state),” 
said Sue Mitchell at Alaska fire serveie 
headquarters. “When you walk outside, you 
can smell smoke and you can see smoke. The 
fires are 50 miles (80 lorn) from Fairbanks, but 


the smoke drifts in and then just sits there with 


no wind to blow it away. 


then just i 

(upn 


tr 

e> 

su 

lb 

a 

P: 

fo 


RC grizzly moved: a “real pretty" 

female Canadian grizzly bear has been trans- 
planted to the Cabinet Mountans of Montana 
as part of an experiment biologists hope will 
boost the US grizzly population. 

The 2-1/2-year-old, 157-pound (70-kg) bear 
was captured in British Columbia Saturday, 
fitted with a radio collar and released in the 
Montana wilderness. 

The bear is the first grizzly to be moved into 
northwest Montana to bolster the grizly' 


population. Previously, only “nuisance'' bears 
r_. 1.(UPI) 


have been moved. 
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Asia Watch reject charges: Asia 

Watch, a US- based human rights group, has 
rejected charges by Prime Minister Lee Kuan 
Yew that it acted immorally a od illegally to help 
a Singaporean opposition leader. 

“Asian Watch became so partisan and deter- 


mined to down the Singapore government that 
IFrancis 
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they aided and abetted Francis Seow by getting 
American doctors to sign false medical cer- 
tificates in order that (be) need not return to 
Singapore to face trial,” Lee said in a speech to 
university students. 

Sidney Jones, the direct or of Asia Watch, told 
Reuters on Monday the charge was 
“ridiculous." (Reuter) 

• * * 
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Singapore places ad: The Singapore 
government on Tuesday took out a fuii-page 
advertisement inThe Asian Wall Street Journal 
explaining why it bad barred the newspaper 
from sending a correspondent to cover an inter- 
national conference. 

Last week Singapore said correspondents 
from the Journal anti the Hong Kong-based Far 
Eastern Economic Review would not be all- 
owed to cover a meeting of the Asian Pacific 
Economic Co-operation conference, due to 
start on July 29. (Reuter) 


ini General pardoned: a Chinese general 

til, court-martiaUed for failing to support theCom- 
munist Party's crackdown on pro-democracy 
pe demonstrations last year has been pardoned, a 
military source said on Tuesday, 
of General Xu Quurian, commander of the 38th 

Q 



Flaying Margaret in "Faust" 198B World and 
Olympic ico Skating Champion Natalia Bes- 
temianova of Soviet Union performs with the 
Bolshoi Ice Ballot in Istanbul on July 22 during 
the Istanbul festival. (Reuter wirephoto) 


the heads of the Group of Seven at a conference 
held earlier this month on relaxation of econ- 
omic sanctions against China,” said Lin Xiang 
Dong, spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign 
Economic Relations and Trade. (Kuna) 

• * • 


Sirhan Sirtian 


ADC protests 
parole denial 


WASHINGTON, July 24, (Kuna): 
The president of the American Arab 
Anti-Discriminating Committee 
(ADC) has written to prison authorities 
in California strongly protesting a 
parole board's refusal to deny parole 
for Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, the killer of 
Robert Kennedy. 


Abdeen Jabara, in a letter to the 
California board of prison terms said 
the decision by the board to deny Sir- 
han parole in its June 26 hearing, was 
becauseof “anti-Arab bias and because 
of the political views held by the 
prisoner. This is unacceptableand must 
stop.” 

The Los Angeles deputy district 
attorney, Thomas Larry Trapp, when 


he outlined his objections to the parole 
board in June, declared that Sirfaam 


still showed no remorse for ttis crime, 
because he had not, in essence denoun- 
ced Palestine, his birthplace and 
because he admitted to being an 
admirer of Yasser Arafat, a fellow 
native of his place of birth. 



Canadian minister seeks: The North 

Pacific needs a body Eke Nato to resolve the 
Korean conflict and other problems, Joe Clark, 
Canada’s secretary of state; told his Japanese 
counterpart Monday. 

The security organisation, structured along 
the lines of Nato or the conference on security 
and co-operation in Europe, would bring 
together Canada. Japan, North and South 
Korea, China, the Soviet Union, the United 
States and possibly Taiwan, Clark said. 

A multinational group is needed because of 
the declining 'importance of the United States 
and the Soviet Union in the post-cold war era. 
Dark told reporters after a meeting with Japan- 
ese Foreign Minister Taro Nakayama. (UP I) 


Nepal appoints commissioners: 

King Birendra Tuesday announced two new 
election commissioners as Nepal moves closer 
to becoming a constitutional monarchy, amid 
signs that the democratic movement is spread- 
ing to another Himalayan kingdom. 

A palace announcement said King Birendra 
appointed Kshyam Krishna Prasad Bhaoarai 
and Dhurvabar Thapa as commissioners, in 
addition to the ejection commissioner who 
already is serving as commissions chief. (UPI) 

* * * 

War still haunts Japan: japan is still 

haunted by its colonial past and its actions in 
World War II, Foreign Minister Taro Nak- 
ayama said on Tuesday. 

Japan brought great suffering to the people of 
the Asia-Pacific region during the war, Nak- 
ayama said in a wide-ranging speech at a busi- 
ness lunch. 


‘Now that we have become a large and 

mldtr 


important economic power, we sho 



, I: The family of a 

Maori chief who was hanged 124 years ago for 
the murder of a German missionary b seeking 

his acquittal. 

Mokomoko, chief of the Whakatohea tribe, 
was hanged on May 17, 1866, for the murder of 
Carl Voficner. 

“The family are not satisfied with the notion 
of a pardon,” said Richard Boast, a law lecturer 
at Wellington's Victoria Universitywhoisasas- 
ting the family. (Reuter) 


itian wins award: An Egyptian 
r. Prof Dr Mohammad M. Abdul Rauf 
was today conferred the winner of Malaysia’s 
Mas! Hijrah personality award for this year for 
“his direct involvement in disseminating 
religious education and commitment to the 
Islamic struggle.” 

Prof Dr Mohammad. 73, received the award 
from the paramount ruler, tbcYangDi-PertURn 
Agong at a grand ceremony in Kuala Lumpur 
witnessed by 3,000 people including Prime Min- 
ister Dr Mah ath ir Mohamad and Muslim 


A traditional Mongolian wrestler displays his prowess to passersby during National Day festivities 'm Ihe town of Housgol Mongolia 

began m ulti-pa rty elections July 22. (Reuter wirephoto) 


‘Violent couples have more sex’ 


A US survey of 5,292 married couples 


GAINESVILLE. Florida, July 24. (UPI): 
Couples in violent relationships have sex more 
often than other couples, according to a study 
that also said spouses with common interests 
and several children are the most sexually 
active. 

Next to youth, shared interests were the 
greatest indicator of sexual frequency in a 
marriage, according to a U Diversity ofFIorida 
study released yesterday. 

“ Whether it's somethin gas simple as taking 
walks together or enjoying the same hobbies, 
sharing activities outride the bedroom is a big 
predictor of how often married couples have 
sex,” said Denise Donnelly, a sociologist who 
analysed data from a nation-wide survey of 
5,292 married couples. 

Unlike other studies, Donnelly’s research 
found that partners in violent marriages had 
sexual relations. more often than other cou- 
ples. 

“People in these marriages may have inter- 
course more because of a honeymoon period 


that follows each outbreak of violence," she 
said. “These couples may not only fight with 
a passion but make up with a passion as well.” 
Another explanation might be that people 
who are physically expressive in showing their 
anger might be physically expressive in other 
areas of their lives, including their wial 
relationships, she said- 
income, education, race and place of 
residence had no bearing on how often a 
couple had sex. Donnelly found. 

But contrary to other studies, she found 
that couples with more children led the most 
active love lives. 

“Other researchers have thought that the 
more children present, the fewer the unin- 
terrupted opportunities for intercourse,” she 
said. “ l n reality, the more one has intercourse, 
the greater the odds of conceiving a child, and 
. the more children one ultimately has.” ____ 
Not surprisingly, husbands and wiles "with 
school-aged dnldren sajd they had sex more 


Donnelly said. 

“That is because preschoolers need more 
care and tend to intrude more,” she said. 
“Your 13-year-old probably wouldn't pop his 
head in the bedroom door and say. ’what are 
you guys doing?, but your .5-year-old very 
well might.” 

Donnelly found that marital ardor dechnes 
as couples age, both for biological reasons and 
because society doesn’t expea seuior atizess 
to have active sex lives. 

“One reason for the decline may be that 
society frowns on grandma and grandpa hav- 
ing sex,” she said. “While young people are 
encouraged to have active sex lives, we tend to 
think of older people as being asexual.” 

Married couples in their 60s and 70s have 

sexual relations on the average of three times a 
month, compared to the national average of 6- 
1 [2 times a month, she said. 

~" r ' DSBSEHy also' found thaf people who Jived ■ 
fore marriage had more active sex 


often than dkl those withyounger chDdreny^jhertHB ojmples who did not. 
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Fire triggers shutdown: An electrical 

fire at a nuclear power station in central Russia 
forced the plant to shut down automatically, 
but there was no damage to the reactor, the 
government dally Izvestia said on Monday. 

The station at Smolensk. 375 km (230 miles) 
southwest of Moscow, was on a design similar 
to one at Chernobyl in the Ukraine where a 
reactor went out of control in 1986, sending 
radioactive fallout over a wide area. 

A fire in an electric Cable running to a reserve 
boiler at the Smolensk station triggered the 
automatic shutdown on Sunday, the report 
said. Firefighters put out the blaze. (Reuter) 

* • * 


diplomats. The ceremony was held to mark the 

Maal Hijrah celebration in Ma 


i Malaysia. (Kuna) 


Travel boom in Japan: Reflecting the 

continuing travel boom in Japan, a record of 
more than 2 million Japanese will go overseas 
this summer with per capita expenditure of 
52,453, according to a recentsurvey by tbc semi- 
gov emnxail Japan Travel Bureau. 

JTB said the report was based on a survey 
conducted on travel plans by 2,000 men and 
women over the age ofl 8 at 200 locations across 
Japan in late May and early June. (UPI) 


A young giri splashes in the fountains at 
Trocadero in from of Paris' Eiffel Tower as 
temperatures soared in the French capital on 
duly 22. (Reuter wirephoto) 


gro up army garrisoned in the Beijing region, has 
been released from prison, the source said, 
quoting a high-ranking Chinese officer. 

However, Xu was discharged from the 
military and retired without benefits. (Reuter) 


China leaders healthy: Chinese Vice- 

President Wang Zben said on Tuesday top 
leader Deng Xiaoping and other elderly com- 
munist veterans were in good health, the official 
New Chine News Agency reported. 

Wang did not mention bis immediate 
superior. President Yang Shangkun, who is 
recovering from an emergency operation. 

The 83-year-old Yang was beheved to be still 
in hospital after having his appendix removed 
earlier this month. (Reuter) 


China welcomes: China Monday 
cautiously welcomed commitments given by 
some Western countries to relax restrictions on 
loans to Beijing and appealed for the lifting of 
all economic sanctions. 

“We have noticed the positive indications by 


Japan's TV pioneer dies: Dr Kenjiro 

Taxayanagi, pioneer of television in Japan and 
honorary member of the US Society ofMotion 
Picture and Tdeviaon Engineering, died of 
pneumonia at a hospital hi Yokosuka, south- 
west ofTokyo, Tuesday, the company reported. 
He was 91 years old. 

A native of Hamamatsu of Shizuoka prefec- 
ture (state), Takayanagi developed cathode-ray 
tube mechanism in 1926 and implemented it in 
tde vision. He also developed essential TV parts { 
such as cathode-ray tubes and reflection tubes 
to lay the foundation for TV broadcasting. 
(Kuna) 


Whales led to safety: Fishermen may 

have saved 60 f — J - J - 


them to safety, according w Australian i 
officials. 


Fishermen found the whales Monday morn- 


ing m very shallow water at the entrance to 
nan Bay,' said Mark Holdsworth, wildlife 


Blackman] 

ma n ag e ment officer for the Tasmania’s Parks, 
wildlife and heritage department. ■ 

Tasmania is an Austr alian island-state off the 
mainland's southern coast. (AP) 


Cholera toll 321: At least 321 people 

have died m the past month in an epidemic of 
cholera and gastroenteritis that iut22ofNepaTs 
75 administrative districts, a spokesman for the 
Health Ministry said Tuesday. 

More than 5,000 people have been treated for 
the diseases, said Dr Arun Thapa. 

Unofficial reports put at 500 the number of 
dead and some note! operators showed concern 
for the epidemics’ impact on tourism. Nepal’s 
main foreign exchange source with some 
300,000 foreigners’ visiting every year. (UPI) 


Moscow ready to sell: The Soviet 

Union is ready to sell its powerful RD-170 
rocket engine to the United States to try to earn 
foreign currency and forge closer ties with the 
US space agency, an aerospace weekly reported 
on Monday. 

“This is the first time the Soviets have 
indicated the engine is for sale as a stand-alone 
item including Soviet support,” said the indus- 
try journal Aviation Week and Space Tech- 
nology. ^ 

President George Bush said last week he 
wanted to pursue US-Soviet space ventures,' 
and the engine — possibly the most powerful in 
the world — could be used to power a joint 
mission to Mara, according to the engine's 
American marketer. (Reuter) 


Hungary, Czechoslovakia rejoin: 

Boy scout ana girl scout programmes are reviv- 
ing in Eastern Europe after decades of repres- 
sion. the world organisation of the Scoot 
Movement said Tuesday after readmitting 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia. 

Scouting 's status in Eastern Europe was a 
major topic during the first full day of the 32nd 
World Conference of Scouting. The week-1 
meeting has brought together about 1 
officials of National Scouting: Orgamsatioi 
more than 100 countries. ( 


Fire at refugee camp: Police on Mon- 
day blamed arsonists fora fire which destroyed 
pari of a Swedish refugee camp two days before 
mainly Third World immigrants were doe to 
arrive against the wishes of local residents. 

Parts of an administration building and a 
hostel at Mariebohn on Sweden's southernmost 
tip were burnt down on Sunday. (Reuter) 


lav crisis to end soon: 

at Borisav Jovic said on Monday 
Yugoslavia's political crisis, which is threaten- 
-ing to break up the country, would be resolved 
by the end of the year. 

“By the autumn, or at the latest by the end of 
the year, the Yugoslav political crisis will 
unravel," Jovic said according to Tanjug news 
agency. 

He spoke in Ljubljana, capital of the north- 
western republic of Slovenia, which has 
threatened to break away from the Yugoslav 
federation. He held talks with local leaders 
there. (Reuter) 


„ . The Basque 

r _ Jtist organisation ETA claimed respon- 
sibility Tuesday for two recent bombings 
against Spanish, targets in the Netherlands. 

ETA said in a statement published in a 
Basque daily newspaper that it had carried out 
the July 6 bombing of the Amsterdam office of 
Spain's largest private bank. Banco Bilbao Viz- 
caya. The blast shattered windows along a 100- 
metre (100-yard) section of street and mjurcd 
three people. (AP) 


Busiest day record: Air traffic broke 
records in the past year with an eight per cent 
increase overall, the British Civil Aviation 
Authority' (C AA ) said Tuesday. 

London's Heathrow airport set a busiest day 
record on June 30 last year, only to see it broken 
three times with a new peak set on Jane 28 thia 
year, with 1,280 take-offs and landing c , the 
CAA disclosed in its annual report for 1989/90. 
(Kuna) 


Recover stolen weapons: Anti-terror- 
ist police using tear gas stormed as apartment, 
seized machine guns and other weapons and 
arrested a Finn suspected of fetg them, 
according to Monday news reports. 

Police on Saturday afternoon surrounded the 



buikli^wheretlte3S-ycarokluziidenufiedsus- 
pect lived and fired tear gas inside when he 
refused to surrender, newspapers said. (AP) 


5 die in freezer blaze: Five persons, 
including a three-year-okl giri, were killed Tucs- 
day at a northern village when a household- .. 
freezer exploded and engulfed their home in 
flames, firefighters said. 

The explosion of an old freezer in the kitchen 
of a home at Camions, 65 km (40 miles) from 
LXDe, sent flames flying through the entire 


house, catching! ts occupants unawares, the 
firemen said. (UPI) 


Swiss tourist' killed: A Swiss tourist 
was ldlkd Monday while swimming off a beach 
in southern Greece in an apparent hit-and-run 
accident by a vessel. 

The Swiss embassy identified the man Tues- 
day as Jean-Pierre Jenni, 47, of Baden. 

Jenni was swimming off Porto Kbeli, in the 
Pelopopnese, when a vessel apparently hit him 
and sailed off, a Merchant Marine ministry 
. spokesman said. (AP) 


Mitterrand commutes sentences: 

France s youngest prisoner, a 14-year-old boy 
convicted of several thefts, reportedly was 
among 200 inmates freed under a presidential 
clemency order made public Monday. 

The order was issued by President Francois 
Mitterrand on July J4, France’s national 
holiday, but was not revealed at the time. (AP) 



Support Streams UK Leaders of an 
allianaf formed over the weekend said they 
were mundated Monday with offers ofsuo- 
PQit m their mission to end one-party rule/ 
telephoned or visited members 
or^ste^gwmimittee that will oo-oitimaxe 


Tt’s really quite amazing ... we harin' 

ejected this.” said Vernon MwSra 
Publicity srm-tnni aan B a 


Bucharest rally 


nsLsJKrjy, fOT ^ 


70 Uganda rebels lolled 

moat troops killed at least 70 rcbe 


iyvuu 

pala. 

The newsr 

aricr Ugand 
and trifle 

okts and later attacked a militai 
b°»ing several buildings. (AP) 



SSL,®* i e We « 

™®“and tortured member* 
wkich met merely to dCS 


A young Romanian child sits on his father's shoulders at an anti-government raUy in Bucharest 
More than 3.000 people asked for jailed student leader Mariam Mu n tea mi to baset free. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 


report a iso a^3 e ^ sauonnja2 ^ 
President Paul bS? 5 of 

Boubda. a defence 

regtheaxiviffts. ^^rrhowasttpnseat,- 


nwnt security foraaSn 0 ’ 1 !^" 1 Sbygovero- 
fo disguise as imSS 

“roqd robbery, itsaid. (UPI] 
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MIDEAST 


'v Rafsanjani lashes out at hardliners 


sanjam yesterday launched 




attack on his hardline rivals 8 

s .Rafsanjani called for closer relations 
• with the outside world, saying Iran could 
not survive without friends. 

He defended the role of the Experts' 
. Assembly, which chooses bran's supreme 
. leader, after leading radical Ali Akbar 
Mohtashemi sparked a political row by 
attacking its members last week. 

“If a person or a trend is thinking of 
weakening that holy organisation (the 
assembly), their action will be regarded as 
treason and will not be tolerated,” Tehran 


Radio* 

ering of clergy men. 

Rafsanjani sacked Mohtashemi as 
interior minister last year. Mohtashemi 
supports radical Lebanese groups believed 
to be bolding most of the 15 Western 
hostages in Lebanon. 

Mohtashemi's attack, on the assembly 
— perceived as the bedrock of continuity 
in Iran's Islamic system of government — 
outraged Rafsanjani and his backers. 

The former interior minister said the 
assembly was in danger of becoming “a 
one-faction party" which would ha ve Been 
against the wishes of the late founder of the 
Islamic Republic, Ayatollah Khomeini 


who died in 1989. 

‘"Foundations are being laid today to 
make the assembly a one-faction body." 
he said. “This is a prelude to weakening the 
Experts' Assembly. 

The Experts’ Assembly chose Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei as supreme leader in an 
emergency meeting after Khomeini’s 
death. 

Since Khomeini’s death, hardliners 
have lost much of their power in the 
executive and judicial branches though 
they retain a strong voice in the Majlis 
(parliament). 

“The present age is the age of inter- 
national organisations and of commun- 


ication. If we sever our links we will not be 
able to live, and we should not make 
enemies without any cause,” Rafsanjani 
said. 

The president has angered the radicals 
by openly campaigning hostages in 
Lebanon. 

“The world is now willing more than 
ever before to have friendly ties with the 
Islamic Republic and you saw such a spirit 
in the quake tragedy," Rafsanjani said. 

"Hie English-language Tehran Times, 
which is close to the government, yester- 
day openly attacked Mohtashemi's 
remarks. 


Qichen 
raps US 
for ME 
tension 


NICOSIA, July 24, (AP): Chin- 
ese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen criticised the United 
States today for interrupting its 
dialogue with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation. 

“The suspension of the United 
States dialogue with the PLO has 
led to greater tension in the Mid- 
dle East,” Qian told a press con- 
ference at the end of a two-day 
visit to the divided East 
Mediterranean island. 

Turning to Cyprus he said his 
visit and talks with President 
George Vassiliou were “a great 
success.” 

“The objective was to streng- 
then relationsand make prepara- 
tions for next month's visit to 
China by President Vassiliou.” 
he added. 

Qian said China supported a 
Cyprus settlement based on prin- 
ciples “safeguarding the 
sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and unity of the island." 



leaders push 

for Mideast peace 

Sharp debate over uprising, PLO involvement in talks 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM. July 24, (AP): European Economic 
Community (EEC) leaders ended their first talks with Israel's new 
right-wing government today after telling brad to move toward 
Middle East peace if it expects economic co-operation from Europe. 

The talks in Jerusalem by three EEC foreign ministers also produced 
a sharp debate about Israel's handling of the 3]-mo&th Palestinian 
uprising, Israeli reports said. 

But Israeli leaders claimed progress was made in improving strained 
ties with Europe during the meeting with Foreign Minister David Levy 



Co-operation 

Cyprus has been unofficially 
partitioned sinoe a 1974 Turkish 
invasion and seizure of the north-* 
em third of the island. 

Qian said following his talks 
! he expected “a large increase in 
trade, including the launching of 
a' container service between the 
two countries. ■- i 

■ ... .J’js bit* ofrr 

■ He said totnt ventures were 

atsTESSTcSn — “ 

out specifying their type 
He said joint ventures were 
also being contemplated, with- 
out specifying their type. 

Though Cyprus is a small 
country, its position in the 
Mediterranean lends itself to re- 
export operations. Qian added. 

“I hope we will be able to 
increase economic co-opera- 
tion." be said. 

Tension 

Dealing further with the Mid- 
dle East, Qian said that despite 
the decrease of international ten- 
sion following developments in 
Eastern Europe, “regrettably in 
the Middle East there has instead 
been an emergence of greater ten- 
sion.” 

“In my view a new problem 
emerged in the Middle East 
which posed a further obstacle to 
Lhe peace process. This was the 
new Israeli government which 
ad opted a more hard line attitude 
not ind ucive to the peace process. 

He added that the “new mass 
Jewish emigration to the 
occupied territories will only lead 
to a new situation altering the 
status quo and resulting in a 
greater number of Palestinian 
refugees, and provide new dif- 
ficulties in the settlement of the 
Middle East problem. ” 

Dialogue 

Qian said “the best way" to 
settle the problem would be 
through an international peace 
conference to be attended by the 
five permanent members of the 
U N Security Council and “all the 
parties concerned. ” 

“Israel must put an end to the 
occupation and withdraw from 
occupied territories. 

“ It will be useful to have more 
dialogue between the United 
States and the PLO and a direct 
dialogue between Palestinians 
and Israelis. 

Solution 

“The eventual solution will be 
one under which a Palestinian 
slate and an Israeli state will 

recognise each other and. the Jew- 
ish and Palestinian nations will 
live in harmony.” 

Qian arrived in Cyprus from 
Saudi Arabia. He said talks there 
concentrated entirely on the 
establishment of diplomatic rela- 
tions, which was announced over 
the weekend. 

“We did not discuss any mat- 
ters dealing with the sale or 
weapons.” he added. China has 
previously supplied Saudi 
Arabia with long range CSS-^. 
missiles. 

Qian left Cyprus to continue 
his tour with visits to Algeria and 
Morocco. 



Prime Minister YiUhak Shamir (right) meets with Irish Foreign Minister Gerry Collins (tell) and Italian Foreign Minister 
Gianni de Michelis in h»s office (lop) yesterday morning. Below. Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy (far let!) extends his 
hand to welcome Oe Michetis (tar right). In the background are Collins (right) and the Foreign Minister of Luxembourg 
Jacques Poos The three European Community Foreign Ministers are in fsrael for talks on Israel’s position on peace. 

(Reuter wirepholo) 


plan new emigration law 


and Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

“Lines of communication have been opened between Israel and 
Europe," Levy told reporters at Ben Gurion airport near Tel Aviv after 
the Europeans lefL 

Levy said earlier that he saw a shift in the European insistence that 
Israel’s only way to make peace was to negotiate with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation. 

“They are ready to accept any idea as long as it shows a chance for the 
peace process, and they don’t only demand talks with the PLO,” Levy 

said on Israel Radio in describing 
hismeeiingwith Lhe three foreign 
ministers last night. 

After the meeting, Italian 
Foreign Minister Gianni de 
Michetis told a news conference 
that unless peace efforts resumed 
“economic and social co-opera- 
tion will become more difficult*’ 
between Israel and Europe. 

De Michelis, president of the 
EEC council ol ministers, said 
the Community was willing to 
accept any avenue that would 
produce progress toward peace. 

“We are open to examine all 
possibilities offered by all par- 
ties. of course also by the Israeli 
government,” he said. ^ 

While inviting Israel to try to 
find a “real Palestinian 
interlocutor” other than the 
PLO, De Michelis also said 
European .leaders still believed 
' Middle East peace was only with 
. PLOjpyofteipent 

‘ “ft is impossible tojiave a real 
peace process without a real 
representative of the Palestinian 
people," De Michelis said. 

“That is not a European posi- 
tion — it is an objective reality,” 
he told the news conference. 

De Michelis said the EEC con- 
tinues to favour an international 
conference on the Middle East 
but backs US efforts and would 
support any proposal that could 
resurrect the search for peace. 

Shamir spokesman Avi Paz- 
ner said the prime minister 
repeated Israel’s objections to 
the PLO during his meeting 
today with the foreign ministers. 

The EEC ministers, who also 
included Jacques F. Poos of Lux- 
embourg and Gerard Collins of 
Ireland, left Shamir’s office with- 
out speaking to reporters. They 
then flew to Tunis where they are 
to meet Arab League president 
Farouk Khadoumi, who is also a 
leading PLO official. 

The newspaper Haaretz and 
Israel Radio said a sharp 
exchange with Levy developed 
after Poos alleged that Israel has 
violated Palestinians’ human 
rights, mentioning both the 
violence of the uprising and the 
closure of West Bank univer- 
sities. 

Levy reportedly responded 
that “nobody is as sensitive to 
human rights as Israel and that 
any pressure will only draw the 
next war closer.” 


AMMAN. July 24. f AP): A member of a Soviet parliamen- 
tary delegation said today a new Soviei emigration law was 
being considered that would not “harm the Palestinians 
and Arabs.” 

Valentin Titinov. a member of the Supreme Soviet, told 
a news conference that the law “will take into considera- 
tion the interests of Palestinians in the Israeli -occupied 
territories and Arabs in general.” 

“The law will organise the emigration ofSoviet people ... 
and will not harm the Palestinians and Arabs,” Titinov 
added. 

His statement was seen as designed to curb mounting 
Arab criticism of the recent great increase in the number of 
Soviet Jewish emigrants arriving in Israel. 

The new law mentioned by Titinov has not been put 
forward for approval. This would probably be done dur- 
ing the forthcoming fall session of the Supreme Soviet. 

Political observers pointed out. however, that new 
tough restrictions were unlikely to gain the support of the 
Soviet government, which is anxious not to jeopardise 

closer trade and economicrelations with the United States. 
■ Israel and the Soviet Union are sti'U far away from 
restoring diplomatic relations, Israel's Prime Minister 


Yitzhak Shamir was quoted today ?s saying. 

“We see no progress with the Soviet Union in the 
direction of normal diplomatic relations,” Shamir was 
quoted as saying in an interview with West Germany's 
mass-circulation newspaper Bild. 

“We are still far away from diplomatic relations,” he 
added. 

Apart from a shift by the Soviets on Jewish emigration, 
“we do not recognise any reconciliation points” in Mos- 
cow's policies, Shamir was quoted as saying. 

Lack of progress pn reestablishing diplomatic relations 
could be linked to “Arab pressure.” Shamir told the 
newspaper. 

“But the Soviet Union is a great country and such 
decisions should be the sole responsibility or the Soviei 
Union,” Shamir wasquoted assaying. “I don't believe that 
the Arab countries can force the Soviet Union to keep a 
certain position.” 

Shamir praised the Soviet government for allowing 
record number of Soviet Jews to emigrate to Israel. 

“This is a historic eveni for us, whose dimensions, I hope 
wQJ be seen in the future. We are very thankful to the Soviet 
Union for this policy,” Shamir was quoted as saying. 


Iran to invest 
$2b in petrochem 

TEHRAN, July 24, (Opecna): 
Iran will invest S2 billion in hard 
currency in its petrochemical 
industry, Lhe annual production 
from which is expected to 
amount to four million tons this 
calendar year, it was reported 
here today. 

In an interview published by 
the Morning Daily “Abrar,” 
Ahmad Rahgozar, Iran's 
Deputy Petroleum Minister, said 
annual production of petro- 
chemicals, which had never 
exceeded 400,000 tons before, 
reached a record two million tons 
last year. 



French junior minister Bernard Kouchner addresses journalists ai an improm- 
ptu press conference alter he returned from vacation on Monday, to deny his 
involvement in the arms smuggling scandal between Lebanon and France. 
(Reuter wiiephoto) 

Minister threatens 
with legal action 

French arms racket 


PARIS, July 24,(Reuler): French Aid Minister Bernard Kouchner said 
yesterday it was possible that mercy flights organised by his ministry* 
may have been used to smuggle arms from Lebanon into France. 

“It seems difficult to imagine, but why not? J may have been tricked. 
My role as a minister of the French government is not to check inside 
luggage or aircraft cargo holds,” {voucher told a news conference. 

Kouchner. who angrily denied any connection with or past 
knowledge of smuggling, was replying to accusations by a French 
policeman arrested on gun-smuggling charges. 

He said members of the minister's entourage carried illegal arms 
from Lebanon aboard ministerial jets. 

Kouchner, founder of the medical charities Medecins sans Fron- 
tieresand Medecins du Monde, is a troubleshooting junior minister for 
humanitarian areas and war zones. He has visited Lebanon several 
times on humanitarian missions. 

Kouchner threatened legal action over French media reportingof the 
scandal and said some people were trying to discredit government 
foreign aid policies. 

Six policemen have been charged in Marseille with smuggling 
weapons bought cheaply in Beirut and reselling them in France, 
possibly to underworld figures. 

Labourdette. said by prosecutors to be the mastermind of the ring, 
was in charge of elite bodyguards at France's embassy in BeiruL, and all 
six men worked at the embassy at various times. 

. Labourdette-s lawyer Jean-Louis Imbert told reporters in Marseille 
Lbal his diem- acted alone and the weapons he smuggled to France were 
for his private collection and not for sale. 

French intelligence service, the DGSE, did use humanitarian organ- 
isations to infiltrate their' agents abroad, but in the case of the arms 
traffic between France and Lebanon it would appear that there were 
only “private interests” involved, according to Pierre Marion, the 
former head of the DGSE. 

In an interview appearing in “Le Parisien" daily newspaper, Marion 
said that in 1 982, when he was head of the DGSE, his organisation “had 
used a number of convoys of humanitairan organisations carrying 
foodstuffs to Poland to send about a dozen agents” to observe the 
situation in that country after General Jaruzelski’scoup. 
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Activist 
wants 
armed 
struggle 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, July 
24, (Renter): A Palestinian claiming 
to be a commander of a PLO-linked 
faction in the West Bank has said ids 
group and others will take up firearms 
against Israel if peace efforts fall to 
produce results. 

“Tlif Masked Lion, Ibr Black Pan- 
ther, the Red Eagle and other groups 
»ere established lo go to armed strug- 
gle if peaceful means failed.” the 
aimed nun masked with a chequered 
Arab headdress Cold the international 
television amis agency Y'isncws in ao 
interview broadcast yesterday. 

The militant groups he named are 
Suited with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation in the occupied 
territories and have on occasion had 
armed dashes with Israeli troops. 

Palestinians fighting die 31 -month- 
old uprising against Israeli rule in the 
occupied territories have confronted 
troops primarily with stones and 
petrol bombs. 

Speaking from a hideout, the pistol- 
toting man said his group, “The 
Masked Lion,” an a (Filiate of PLO 
chairman Yasser Arafat’s Fatah 
movement, as wed as other groups stiB 
adhered to a PLO ban on firearms in 
tberevolL 

The PLO prohibited the use of 
weapons against Israel since the out- 
break of the revolt in December 1987 
for Tear of massive Israeli reprisal. Bui 
a top PLO official was quoted as say- 
ing earlier (his month that the organ- 
isation was reviewing its strategy. 

Seated in a room under a large 
Palestinian flag, the man said Us 
group and othen can acquire weapons 
to carry out military attacks against 
Israelis. 

He said they bay guns secretly from 
Israel, receive weapons smuggled 
across the border or make them at 
home. 

One of three men standing around 
him carried an assault rifle that resem- 
bled a US-made M-16, wbkh he said 
was home-made. 

Though little known, the “Masked 
Lion” has taken credit for killing of at 
least six Arabs in the Ramallah area 
on suspicion ofbeing Israeli informers. 
Its former commander was shot and 
captured during a raid by security for- 
ces in the West Bank town of Al Birch. 

Dressed in army Fatigues, the 
masked man said his group would hiD 
Arabs only if they are found to have 
sold land to Israelis, killed or attemp- 
ted to kill nationalists or if they 
recruited other Arabs to work for 
Israeli security forces. 

“We first try to talk collaborators 
out of what they are doing. If they do 
not listen, we threaten and then beat 
them. We carry out execution as a last 
resort,”he said. 

■ An IS- year-old Palestinian died 
today of vrotmds suffered in aa earlier 
dash with soldiers. It was the Gist 
death from army gunfire in a mouth as 

the violence ia the Palestinian uprising 



Lebanon peace talks 

Arab League envoy L afchdar ibrahimi met Christian General Michel Aoun 
yesterday to try to get him to accept a peace plan to end the country's 1 5 years of 
civil war. 

Political sources said Ibrahimi was trying lo persuade Aoun, who defies the 
authority ot internationally recognised President Elias Hirawi, to accept 
deployment ot Hirawi's army in Christian East Beirut. 

Under the plan Aoun and his rival Lebanese Forces (LF) Christian militia 
would wilhdraw horn areas i hey control in the Christian enclave andTiandover 
"Administrative Beirut" lo Hirawi. The LF accepted the plan. 

The sources expected Aoun. who commands some 15.000 mainly Christian 
soldiers, to ret use uniting divided Beirut under (he authority ol ihg Syrian- 

backed president. 

• They said Aoun's rejection would bring the Lebanese ensis back to the 
beginning. 

The Vatican Iasi week also appealed to Aoun to accept the Arab peace 

tormula. 


The victim, Mahmud HdalSalame, 
was shot in the neck July 14 during a 
dash between sokfiers and stone-thr- 
owing youths iu the West Bank village 
of Bat Lid, Arab reports said. Thity 
said be died in Tel Hasbomer hospital 
near Td Aviv. 


Israeli belly 
dancers in 
parliament 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, 
July 24, (Reuter): Israeli bdly 
dancers made a rare appearance 
in parliament yesterday to protest 
against religious authorities who 
are trying to restrict their shows. 

The dancers complained that 
local authorities known as the 
rabbinate deprive them of work 
by pressuring owners of wedding 
halls and hotels to bar their per- 
formances. 

They presented theircase to the 
interior committee after it had 
discussed legislation sponsored 
by ultra-religious members to 
ban pork and close down sex 
shops in the Jewish state. 

The anti-pig law has been 
proposed because pork is forbid- 
den under Jewish taw as an 
undean animal. 

“The rabbinate is preventing 
us from making a living." Leah 
Ga vish. head of the belly da ncers' 
union, told Israel television dur- 
ing the session. 

One dancer won a Supreme 
Court case by showing that the 
rabbinate had threatened to take 
away a vital kosher certification 
from hotels and haJIs if they all- 
owed bdly dancing. 

Without the certificate, 
religious Jews would not hold 
parties at the halls. 

“Is it a disaster that heaven 
forbid we think that they should 
stop belly dancing at hotels that 
are kosher.” said Menachem 
Ponish. a committee member 
from the ultra-orthodox Agudat 
Israel party. 


Ben Ali ponders next move towards democratisation process 


TUNIS, July 24, (Reuter): Tunisia's 
President Zine AJ Abidine Ben Ali is pon- 
dering tbe next step towards the 
democracy he promised his country but 
both leftist and rightist opponents accuse 
him of dragging his feel. 

After free and fair local elections in 
neighbouring Algeria last motath. and 
freedom sweeping Eastern Europe, his 
progress looks increasingly modest, 
diplomats and political sources say. 

The president came to power in Novem- 
ber 1987 with a pledge lo introduce a 
Western-style multi-party system. Oppon- 
ents say Hide has changed since the days of 


president Habib Bourguiba. when Tunisia 
was a one-parly state. 

Ben Ali's Democratic Constitutional 
Rally (RCD) party holds all the seats in 
pariiamenL In local elections on June 10, 
boycotted by the opposition on the 
grounds they would not be fair, it won 
control of 245 out of 246 local councils. 

Ben Ali is making a speech on Republic 
Day tomorrow but political sources say he 
will probably wait till September, the 
traditional start of the political year, 
before announcing how he plans to break 
the political deadlock. 

His parly has made token concessions lo 


the two wings of the opposition, the 
secularists on the left and an influential 
Islamic movement on therighL but neither 
is satisfied with the extern or pace of 
reform. 

“The superficial solutions by which the 
government has routinely dealt with the 
breakdown in the democratic process have 
not prevented a slow decay which in the 
long term poses a serious danger,” the 
independent League for the Defence of 
Human Rights said in a statement last 
week. 

Ben All’s defenders say he has to move 
slowly because if he allowed a political 


free-for-all, the Islamic right, organised 
around the unrecognised Nabdba 
Movement, could come to power and res- 
tore authoritarian rule. 

Candidates backed by the Nahdha won 
13 per cent of the popular vole in 
parliamentary elections in April 1989, far 
more than any other opposition group. 
RCD sources say it is clearly the second 
political force in the country- 

But Ben Ali, in an interview with West 
German radio last week, dismissed the 
Nahdha, saying it was not part of the 
political equation because it had no legal 
status. 


Kaufman, Shara discuss hostage plight 

DAMASCUS. July 24. (Reuter): British shadow foreign secretary Gerald 
Kaufman discussed the plight orWesiem hostages held in Lebanon at a meeting 
with Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq AJ Shara yesterday. 

“I can say to you that aftermy two hoursoftalks with the foreign minister that 
I am sure it was worthwhile my coming here,” he told Reuters and Visaews 
afterwards. 

Kaufman said Shara made it clear that Syria was anxious that the hostages, 
who include three Britons, should be freed but he was also “very careful indeed 
not to provide any hope which could not be fulfilled." 

Syria, which wields great influence in Lebanon, has played a key role in 
arranging the release of several Western hostages there. But up to 15 westerners 
are still believed to be held in Lebanon by pro-Iranian militants. 

Kaufman, of Britain's opposition Labour Party, said the question of relations 
between Britain and Syria came up during his talks with Shara but it was not a 
major issue. 

Kaufman said his talks were “very, very frank. 1 put a great many questions to 
Mr Shara and he answered every one clearly.” 
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3,473 work-related injuries in 1989 


Telecom tower to 


1 9 fatal cases 


SOURCES at the Hawally govemorate 
labour department have been quoted as 
saying that the total number of work 
injuries reported during the last year rea- 
ched 3.473 of which 1 9 were fatal cases. 

A study released on this subject, 
revealed that the number of workers regis- 
tered at the Social Affairs and Labour 
Ministry Information Centre reached 
4,69.863. 

He added that the number of fatal 
injuries increased by two com pa red to the 
previous year-1988, while the number of 


non-fatal cases decreased by 285 cases 
from that year. 

The study indicated that these cases led 
to absence from work of the concerned 
workers amounting to 78,957 days in 1 989 
alone, while the number of lost days in 
1988 decresed compared with 1988 by 
2.925: the reason being a general decrease 
in the number of work injuries in 1989 
compared to 1988. „ . . . 

The study pointed out that the injuries 
sustained were caused by the tall of heavy 
objects on workers, which included six 


fatal cases and 1,054 non-fatal cases, fall 
from a height leading to the death of five 
people and injuries to 537 and injuries 
sustained by machines involving 3 death 
cases and 654 non-fatal cases, while the 
majority of work Injuries in 1988/1989 
were sustained within buildings, and con- 
struction and conversion of industrial sec- 
tors. 

Compensation 

The study says that the val ue of compen- 
sation paid by insurance companies to 
injured workers in 1989 included KD 


2,06,996 for death, KD10,44,300 for per- 
manent disability, and KD 1,27,749 for 
temporary patient disability, bringing the 
total value of compensation paid by 
insurance companies in 1989 to 
KD1, 379,045. 

The study also says that the cost of 
medical services, including cost of medica- 
tion, doctors and nurses fees and hospital 
boarding fees and related ambulance 
services borne by the government accoun- 
ted for 25 per cent of the total cost paid in 
1989 and estimated at KD 344,761 . 



Benazir’s visit 

Upon the visit of Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto. Haji Mohammad Atzal Noor, founder and 
president of Pa kistan People Club in Kuwait, a nd club members welcomed the prime minister at the airport. 
A large number of the Pakistani community in Kuwait waved the Pakistani flag as they welcomed her. 

Haji Mohammad Afzal Nocr met the prime minister and explained the club's activities. The prime minister 
was also briefed on how the PPC is helping the com mu nity a nd t he progress of the Kashmir Fu nd. The efforts 

were appreciated. 



Kims to cover specialisations 

Research medical council 
should be set up: Rifaei 


A MEDICAL council for research should be set up 
at the slate level, the secretary-general of Kuwait 
Institute for Medical Specialisations (Kims), Dr 
Abdullah A1 Rifaei said in an interview with a local 
daily. 

Elucidating, he said that this institute should be 
given freedom of action in developing their charter 
and should be established through the contribution 
and co-operation of the Ministry of Public Health. 
Kuwait University. Kuwait Foundation for the 
Advancement of Sciences (Kfas) and Kuwait Ins- 
titute for Scientific Research (Kisr). 

He spoke of the modalities of the plan, setting-up 
priorities and commented on coupling these with 
adequate finance. 

Meanwhile, the official criticised the low-level of 
scientific budget allocated to scientjfic activities and 
commented that the budget constitutes about one 
per cent of the budget of the Ministry of Public 
Health. Comparatively, he said that advanced coun- 
tries allocate about five- per cent of their annual 
public budgets for these purposes. 

The official praised the level of the graduates of 
the Kuwait University. Faculty of Medicine and 
said that it was comparable to their counterparts in 
British and American universities. 

Meanwhile, the official called upon authorities on 
the university's administration to develop the 
curriculums of the Faculty of Medicine and to 
review the faculty's experiment in ihis.connection. 

He added that training courses should not take 
place in hospitals only but should be expanded to 
include the other health and social centres. Mean- 
while. the official has criticised the administrative 
services at the health facilities describing such 
services as poor. He said that some administrative 


siafTat hospitals and health centres disregarded the 
needs of patients, and attributed it to a lack of 
training or administrative personnel. 

He also criticised the functional duplication 
among health areas, adding that (his situation had 
adversely reflected on patients. Speaking of the 
future activities of the institute, Rifaei said, that the 
institute had set up new programmes this year which 
aim at covering several basic specialisations. He 
disclosed that, the institute as of next month will 
begin a specialised programme on community 
medicine in addition to a diploma course in 
diabetics. He added that the institute is currently 
studying the feasibility of radiology. He confirmed 
that the institute's strategy during the next five years 
will be based on covering minute specialisations 
including orthopaedic surgery and nerves in addi- 
tion to specialisations in dermatology, psychiatric 
diseases, ENT and optics. 

Meanwhile, the official said that continued 
education forms the third axis of the institute, 
clarifying that such an axis had been applied in 
several shapes including the organising of scientific 
seminars, training courses and workshops, adding 
that about 500 physicians had joined continued 
education so far. He clarified that the institute is 
playing a significant role in updating and modernis- 
ing data for physicians through publishing medical 
periodical* and brochures. He disclosed that the 
new plan of the institute includes among other 
things the construction of a new premises which will 
consist of several departments and divisions. He 
added that the relevant budget for the new buildings 
is estimated at about KD4.2 million — including 
furniture and supplies. 


Food outlets to be monitored 


Housing 
loan not 
enough: 
citizens 

By Nawaf A1 Hamli 

A NUMBER of citizens unan- 
imously agreed that the amount 
of the loan extended by the 
Credit and Saving Bank to 
owners of land plots and citizens 
qualified for housing loans is no 
longer sufficient. 

A number of citizens, intervi- 
ewed by A1 Seyassah. said Lhat 
the KD54.000 is not enough any 
more (o pay building cost, par- 
ticularly with the steady rise in 
the prices of construction 
material and the discrepancy in 
the cost of labour. 

Azzam AJ Raheedi. said lhat if 
the government kept the sub- 
sidised construction material 
prices under control, housing 
requirements could be met. He 
added that the fees and prices 
offered by construction contrac- 
tors are constantly risi ng without 
constraint. 

Zabefa AJ M utari said that sub- 
sidised construction material 
which the land owner has to use 
needs to be increased and quick 
measures are required to put an 
end to the suffering during the 
construction phase. 

He said that the building loan 
is not enough anymore, and 
stressed ihe need for increasing 
theamount of the loan to balance 
the rise in prices of building and 
construction material and cost 
Nehar A1 Mouwisi stressed on 
the importance of carrying out a 
study to consider ihe nepd to 
increase the current value of 
loan, amidst the increasing com- 
plaints of land owners who voice 
their inability to meet the rising 
cost of construction material, 
adding that the increase must 
include people with limited- 
income. 

Alecso 

concludes 

conference 

TUNIS, July 24. (Kuna): 
Executive Council of the Arab 
League Educational. Cultural 
and Scientific Organisation 
(Alecso) last night concluded 
here its 50th session by approv- 
ing a national plan on 'Education 
for all by the year 2000.’ 

The session, which lasted for 
three days and was chaired by 
Kuwait's Education Under- 
secretary Abdul Rahman Al 
Khodarf, also reviewed condi- 
tions of the cultural heritage in 
Israeli-occupied Jerusalem. 

Khodari. addressing the clos- 
ing session, described the out- 
come of the meetings as a “sig- 
nificant step on the road of joint 
Arab action.” underlining in this 
respect the plan adopted to 
provide education for all those 
eligible in the Arab world by the 
year 2000. 

In a similar address, Alecso's 
director-general Dr Musara Al 
Rawi praised efforts exerted dur- 
ing the meetings to reach a suc- 
cessful conclusion and highligh- 
ted the organisation's role as 
“ideological framework and cul- 
tural affinity of the .Arab 
nation.” 

The session, which coincided 
with the 20th founding anniver- 
sary of the organisation, which 
approved co-ordination with 
Unesco and the union of his- 
torians and Alecso's budget and 
that of its affiliate bodies. 


Work camps 

GENERAL controller of scouts 
and camps al the youths and 
childhood department at the 
Ministry of Social Affairs and 
Labour. Sulaiman Al Ashwak. 
staled that work camps aim at 
enhancing the national spirit for 
youths in addition to giving them 
the opportunity of appreciating 
manual work. He added that 
youths work camps are con- 
sidered one of the activities of the 
modem age which constructively 
channel youths' energies in their 
leisure times. 

Regarding the objectives of 
the 4 1 st youth work camp which 
is held in Jahra. Ashwak slated 
that the camp aims at enhancing 
faith, spiritual power elements 
for youth in addition to improv- 
ing their capabilities and talents. 


FOLLOWING the recent 
alleged food-poisoning of some 
workers, the acting director-gen- 
eral al Kuwait Municipality, 
Sheikh Sabah Jaber Al Ali Al 
Sabah has issued directives to 
authorities to ensure that all 
foodstuffs and related establish- 
ments are strictly monitored. 

The official's decision is inten- 
ded to ensure that all food served 
is of the highest standards and to 
avoid any repetition ofsuch cases 
in the future. 

Meanwhile, the acting direc- 
tor-general said that Kuwait 


Municipality is concentrating on 
following up the maintenance of 
real estates in different areas of 
the country. Basically, he said 
that the concept of the mun- 
icipality is to ensure the “aesth- 
etic look” of buildings along 
main streets in different areas, 
particularly those of the capital. 

He praised the success of the 
first phase and praised the co- 
operation of owners with auth- 
orities and commented that some 
building owners had renovated 
their buildings without any call 
from authorities. This attitude. 


he said reflects the high level of 
awareness of the issue among 
citizens. 

Efforts will continue to ren- 
ovate all buildings and this will 
cover the second phase of the 
proj’ect. 

Meanwhile, the municipality 
has conducted a study on 122 
historical buildings in the coun- 
try which are affiliated to several 
authorities, including Ministry 
of Information, Ministry of Jus- 
tice. Ministry of interior. Educa- 
tion and Health and Electricity 
and Water. 


KACto 
launch 
Far East 
routes 

KUWAIT Airways Corporation 
(KAC) has recently finalised a 
study aimed at expanding its 
activities which initially incor- 
porates the Kuwait-Singapore 
sector. 

MaJdng this statement to a 
local daily, the chairman and 
managing director of KAC. 
Ahmed AJ Mishari said thaL this 
initiation will be an extension of 
activities in the Far East arena. 
Based on the outcome of this 
experience, it will constitute a 
launching point to other coun- 
tries, including Indonesia, Aus- 
tralia and Japan. ' 

The official said that KAC is 
exerting significant efforts to 
improve its services which 
include ensuring schedule timing 
of flights, special meals and gifts 
to children aboard its planes and 
according specialised meals. A 
special unit has also been formed 
to follow up on requirements of 
first class passengers and busi- 
ness class passengers, Mishari 
said. 

The corporation has provided 
its foreign offices and terminals 
with qualified employers 
experienced in all ticketing 
aspects and other areas related to 
air travel. 

To encourage national touris- 
tic movement, the corporation is 
seeking to set up an international 
company in co-operation with 
Kuwaifs Touristic Enterprise 
Company (TEC) and Kuwait 
Investment Authority (KJAJ. 

In a further move designed to 
upgrade the image of KAC and 
provide passenger comfort, the 
official said that KAC intends to 
redecorate several jets, including 
Boeing 747and 727 which have 
been in service for over ten years. 

He said that the new decor has 
been recommended by an inter- 
national consulting company. 
Initially, he said that the process 
will cover Boeing 747 jets, the 
first of which had departed for 
Singapore for this purpose and 
for undergoing some technical 
adjustments. The jet will be 
serviced in a period of 70 days 
and another will leave for Sin- 
gapore for the same purpose, to 
be followed by an Airbus and 
lastly, Boeing 767, which is the 
latest jet owned by KAC. 

The change m decor will 
include seats of first class passen- 
gers which will add a touch of 
class to the decor, the official 
said. 

Meanwhile, the official said 
that this summer. 650 extra 
flights had been organised, with 
300 extra flights on the Kuwait/ 
Cairo sector, 65 Kuwait/ 
Amman, 61 Kuwait/Istanbul, 21 
Kuwait/Malaga, 33 Kuwait/ 
Damascus and 35 Kuwait/Lon- 
don. 

Additionally, regular flights 
had been increased during this 
period, particularly between 
Kuwait/Cairo and New York in 
addition to resumption of 
movement on seasonal routes, 
including Malaga, Nice and 
Istanbul, Mishari said. 

Youth kills 
sister in Dhahr 

A YOUTH who killed his sister 
yesterday at the AJ Dhahr area, 
gave himself up to the police, a 
local daily reported. 

Police at the Al Reqqa Police 
Station, where the youth surren- 
dered, is undertaking investiga- 
tions, though no details have 
been given. 

Meanwhile, an old woman 
died at the Social Care House 
affiliated to the Ministry of 
Social Affairs and Labour. 

The cause of death is 
attributed to the failure of the 
aircondjtiooing units which 
resulted in temperatures soaring 
in the facility. 


New department 

KUWAIT, July 24', (Kuna): 
State Minister For Foreign 
Affairs Sheikh Nasser Moham- 
med Al Ahmed yesterday issued 
a decision to transfer his office 
into a department. 

He also issued a resolution 
appointing Ambassador Ahmad 
Al Fahad director of Sheikh Nas- 
ser's office. 


improve services 

Staff efficiency being upgraded 


AN official source at the Minis- 
try ofPublic Works has said that 
the idea behind the construction 
of the new telecommunication 
tower and building for the new 
telecommunication centre is to 
expand the old services' to keep 
abreast with the steady develop- 
ment in this field. Besides the 
appearance of more than 12- 
metre high buildings have led to 
an increase in the demand for the 
telephone service. 

The official said that the old 
type buildings did not contain 
more than five storeys and hence 
required 1 2 to 1 5 telephone lines, 
while the new high-rise buildings 
need a minimum of 150 to 200 
li nes. He added that the southern 
and eastern sides of the new buil- 
dings will be used as offices while 
Lhe upper storeys will be used for 
telecommunication installations 
and related facilities. 

He said that the project stage- 
ill involves the completion of 
general offices on the southern 
and eastern sides of the tower, 
and it will also include all related 
public services,, such as tele- 
phone, telegram, telex, facsimile 
and radio photo. 

He added that the VIP halls, 
conference rooms and offices will 
be located on the sides, in addi- 
tion to a medical centre, a library, 
showroom and basement park- 
ing-lot with a 230-car capacity. 

Lifts 

He pointed out that the tower 
will be provided with four exter- 
nal lifts linking the ground floor 
with the third floor, and those 
lifts will enable the public to have 
a panoramic view of the country 
through sun-reflecting bronze 
glazing. 

Hesaid that two ofthe lifts will 


lead to a platform overlooking 
natural landscapes and res- 
taurant 145 metres high, and a 
number of platforms will be 
provided at 228, and 219 metres. 

Meanwhile, the former assis- 
tant undersecretary for telegram 
and telephone affairs Abdul 
Rahman Al Awadi has said that 
the magnetic auto-card is but one 
of the modern techniques 
introduced to facilitate overseas 
communications, and has 
therefore been very successful. 

He said that the use of the 
magnetic auto-card has been 
helpful in reducing crowds at the 
oenlral exchange offices and that 
holders could make overseas 
calls lo any country in the world 
in both a time-saving and cost- 
effective way. 

He told a local daily that the 
success of administrative 
development can be measured by 
the ability of the relevant depart- 
ment, ministry or agency to fulfil 
its objectives, and enable it to 
locate the points of weakness in 
its functional system. 

Urbanisation 

The process of continuous 
urbanisation and expansion of 
the country’s construction and 
housing projects have combined 
with the steady growth of 
population to raise the demand 
for telephone services, which led 
the ministry to open up new tele- 
phone centrals to meet the 
increasing applications for 
services, and provide high-den- 
sity areas with the needed num- 
ber of centrals, Awadi said. 

He pointed out that the 
occasional delay in the process- 
ing of public transactions is 
caused by the lack of co-ordina- 
tion between the ministry and 


relevant serv ice minis! ries. w hnrh 
is but a general symptom in dif- 
ferent government minis! ries. 

He said that under the dictates *5* 

of the principle of putting the 
right person in the right position, 
specialists concerned with ihe 
idea of professional guidance 
develop needed programme* 
aimed at enriching the experience 
and qualification of the staff m 
order to optimise the level of 
their performance and con- 
sequently enable them in shoul- 
der their functional respon- 
sibilities better. 

He added that trainingcourres 
are held to upgrade staff 
efficiency to takeup higher posi- 
tions, by way of improving 
public service levels and provid- 
ing belter services io subscribers. 

He said the more refined the 
efficiency of staff the more 
immune to making mistakes they > 
become and that, unfortunately 
the ministry is in need For such 
specialised courses whether 
organised in or outside Kuwait. 

He voiced support for the set- 
ting up of a joint GCC telephone 
grid saying that it was a very- 
good idea, though requiring 
extensive studies, adding that the 
unification of calling tariffs is the 
key to consolidating mter -com- 
munication channels. 

He stressed the need for the 
ministry to tighten control over 
public use of high-frequency 
wireless equipment, in order lo 
ensure that it conformed to stan- 
dard specifications, adding that 
eavesdropping on public tele- A 
phone calls is an internationally 
banned practice, and that weak- 
spirited staff faced the charge of 
unwarranted eavesdropping and 
got their just desserts. 


From the courts 


3 years Rl for 



A DEFENDANT identified as “W” was sentenced to three years 
rigorous imprisonment by Kuwait's Criminal Court, to be followed by 
deportation from the country. 

The cout was told that the accused who worked as an employee at a 
local bank had forged a. cheque for an amount of KD20,000. 

The defendant had stolen a cheque from the foreign remittance 
department and endorsed it in favour ofhis wife who was going to travel 
to her country and had asked her to deposit it in her account in her 
country. 

However, when the wife arrived, she found no cheque and 
immediately contacted her husband who told her that be had taken the 
cheque from her bag prior to her travel. 

After three days, the wife returned to Kuwait and informed one other 
kin and gave him a photocopy of the cheque. In turn, the kin informed 
the head of the foreign remittances department who found that the 
cheque was forged and summoned the defendant who claimed that he 
was joking with his wife. 

However, the court saw no “jest” and considered his action criminal. 
Auto-theft gang arrested: ClD men in Kuwait City have | 
arrested a four-member ring charged with auto- the fL, one of them is a 
Kuwaiti and three are of Jordanian nationality. 

Earlier investigations had revealed that the suspects would steal cars 
and replace their number plates with stolen ones and forge ownership 
data, while the Kuwaiti partner obtained a Triptique for the stolen car 
from one of Auto Clubs, then the car would be sold in an Arab country. 

Detectives in a neighbouring Arab country located a stolen car 
parked in the customs zone and subsequent investigations revealed that 
the car had been stolen from a doctor in Kuwait while parked in the 
hospital parking lot 

The four-member ring was referred to the relevant security auth- 
orities along with the material found in their possession. 

Five years for attempted assault: The Criminal 1 

Court sentenced a man to five years imprisonment with hard labour 
followed by deportation from the counliy. 

The man working as a fa rash at one of the hospitals was accused of 
sexually assaulting a female patient. 

One of the nurses working at the hospitals asked him to assist her in 
transfering a female patient who had just been through a successful 
operation, to her assigned room at the hospital. He came back after a 
period of time and tried to uncover the female patient and sexually 
assault her. 

In the court, the convict denied charges and stated that he had come 
back to the room, even though he knew that this was not allowed unless 
he was accompanied by a nurse, in order to pick up some pies from the 
cooler inside Lhe room. He added Lhat he saw lhat the female patient was 
partially uncovered and all he did was cover her with a hospital blanket. 
The lady stated that the accused had tried to sexually assault her. 

5lX months for froud: The Misdemeanour Court sentenced 
a man to six-months imprisonment in absentia on charges of fraud. 

The plaintiff claimed that the accused had informed him that he 
could reduce the plaintiff's residence fine from KD 2,400 to KD 600 
through his influence at the Immigration Department. 

The plaintiff gave the accused his passport and KD 400. However 
aflerr quite a while, the plaintiff complained to the police who dis- 
covered that the accused had left the country. 


KD 1 50 fifl6 for slondcr: The Court of Misdemeanours has 

fined one man KD 1 50 for slandering the reputation of two single ladies 
living in the same building where they lived with his friend, whom the 
court acquitted of making advances to one of the ladies. 

The suspects told the court that they saw too many cars circling the 
area in a suspidous way and that one of them oncecaugjh t a man leaving 
the apartment of one and when he threatened to call the police he 
begged him to let him go. 

The court found the first defendant guilty of public disparage and the 

other defendant innocent. 


Bank employees gel 3 years: The Criminal Court 
sentenced two men to three years imprisonment with hard labour 
followed by deportation from the country. 

The two convicts were able to forge a savings book on an account 1 
belonging to one of the customers and were able to withdraw a total of 
KD 1,1 50 from the same account The forgery was easy to carry out for 
both convicts since they worked at the same bank. 

The original owner of the account was surprised when finding out 
thathis balance was decreasing instead of increasing. He complained to 
the bank manager where both convicts worked. An investigation 
conducted by the bank manager revealed the forgery and the case was 
referred to security forces for further investigations. Upon questioning 
both convicts confessed their crime in front of the court. 


Armed 

robbery 

forKDIO 

A COMMERCIAL., .siorc 
- shoaled iiitneAl Jahra area was 
'‘"We 1 drfnd’BTdn anrifcd’ rifofcfery * 
recently, a local daily reported. 

Three unidentified men driv- 
ing a Cadillac car drove up to the 
store and after shooting an 
Indian worker rifled the cash- 
box. Their "over-kill” netted 
them just KD10. 

Personnel of the Criminal 
Evidences Department. Crime 
Theatre personnel, and a number 
of security officers are investigat- 
ing the incident and interviewing 
the injured worker. 


Firemen sustain 
serious burns 

THE firemen sustained serious 
burns while trying lo extinguish a 
fire that broke out in a private 
residence in Sabah Al Salem dis- 
trict yesterday. 

Thedeputydirectorofthefire- 
fightmg section at the Kuwait 
Fire Department Jasem AJ Man- 4 
soun said that investigations 
were in progress to uncover 
detads on how the fire broke out. 

He added lhat both the casual- 
ties were rushed to Mubarak 
Hospital for treatment of firet- 
degree and second-degree burns. 


No increase in 
bread prices 


Department at 
Kuwait Mills and Bakeries Com- 
pany. Mutlaq Al Zayer said that 
J5rJ£ in P any exerts aU possible 
SS? j P rovid e consumers 
with bread around the hour. 

a local dailv. he 
JSt?- * ha . 1 lhc company has no 
intention to increase the price of 

He P° inted out 

™ ^pany is being sup- 
ported very well by the govern- 


vuajipany provi 
sumers with an i 

amount of bread. 

He added that sli< 
pnees were low as coi 
imported bread. He a 
»eco mpanyhaSnoi 

BnDlemmt >1. 
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v'l* Kuwait to exploit commercial potential of algae 

' Biotechnology provides new insights 


FOLLOWING remarkable breakth- 
roughs m the field of algal biotech- 
nology. Kuwait is set to manipulate 
the naturally occurring chemical com- 
pounds in algae for commercial ben- 
efits. The importance of this initiative 
lies in generating natural algal 
products in sufficient quantities to 
replace artificial or synthetic chemical 
products now being marketed," said 
Dr Redha A1 Hasan, Associate Profes- 
sor in the Department of Botany and 
Microbiology, Faculty of Science, in 
an interview with The Researcher. * 
The global success of this tech- 


nology has focussed world attention 
on the commercial potentialities of 
algae for food and feed. This aspect 
has been investigated by Dr Hasan in 
his recendy completed research on 
various kinds of algae av aila ble in 
Kuwait. Based on the synthesis of 
natural algal components, the study 
explored the potential value of algae as 
a consumable and as a pharmaceutical 
resource. 

While investigating coastal algae in 
A1 Khiran area, the distinct orange 
colour of surrounding water caught 
Dr Hasan's attention. This led him to 


believe that the algae probably 
produced chemicals as a protective 
shield against the harsh climatic condi- 
tions to which they were exposed. Foll- 
owing his investigations, he isolated, 
purified and grew several microalgae 
under laboratory conditions to gain 
new insights into their chemical com- 
position, tolerance and resistance. 

Citing DwiaJieila saiina as an exam- 
ple of extreme balotolerant eukaryotic 
chlorophyte. Dr Hasan drew attention 
to the microalgae's ability to thrive in 
water too salty to support any. but a 


few strains of haJophilic bacteria and 
balotolerant cyanobacteria. "In addi- 
tion, the ability of this microalgae to 
produce glycerol, an osmoregulatory 
solute, aUows us to understand the 
biological process by which solar 
energy is conserved to produce 
chemicals of commercial value,” he 
said. 

Dunaliella saiina yields at least three 
products of commercial value — 
glycerol 30 per cent (the bulk 
chemical), B carotene 8 per cent (the 
fine chemical) and a high protein 29 
per cen L (containing feed ma terial). Of 


• these. B carotene is a pro-vitamin A 
compound which has now replaced 
synthetic chemicals for food colouring 
or as additives, he added. 

Observing the optimal growth of the 
microalgae in water with salinity rang- 
ing between 2.5-5 per cent. Dr Hasan 
found rhat carotene; chlorophyll ratio 
increased with increasing salinity 
though the chloroplast lend to degen- 
erate. Also the cell's total lipid content 
decreased with increasing salinity. On 
ihe basis of his research Dr Hasan 
identified the cyanobacteria and 
bacillar iophyt a which could withstand 


wide salinity ranges though their 
growth, phoiosymhelic activity, lipid 
composition and fatly acid con- 
stituents were affected. 

Expanding the scope or his study. 
Dr Hasan subjected other micro- 
organisms from such extreme environ- 
ment. e.g. Anabaena consirkia. 
Phan tedium Corium. PhormediumJen- 
kelianum. Spirulina Subsalsa. Syne- 
choystis SP. ( Cvnobacieria ) and 
Navicula SP ( Baci/lariophyra I . to 
laboratory investigations lor possible 
commercial exploitation. Presently. 
Food and Agriculture Organisation. 


(FAO), is spearheading the trend in 
growing microalgae under artificial 
environmental conditions to lap their 
protein content to feed the world’s 
poor. 

According to Dr Hasan, his study 
has provided the basis for collabora- 
tion with Kuwait Institute for Scien- 
tific Research (Kisr) to intensify 
efforts in understanding the commer- 
cial potential of microalgae as an 
essential step towards establishing a 
pilot plant for manufacturing such 
substances as B-caroiene. sterols, and 
vitamins in Kuwait. 
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Roumi visits National 


The assistant director-general of the General Traffic Administration CoJ Salem A I Roumi A I Yousifi. Col Roumi thanked officials of Ihe company for their efforts and contribution in 

paid a visit to National Company on behalf of the director-general Brigadier Abdul honouring traffic men. 

Hameed Haji Abdul Raheem. He was accompanied by director of traffic operations LI Roumi handed certificates of appreciation to owners of the company and some of its 

Colonel Mustafa Jumaa. They were received by the owner of the company Essa Hussein officials. 


Airline sued 

Plaintiff 

awarded 

KD1,005 

A jupiCIAL ri^'pg,Vd«nw^Aoi 
be the firsLof its kina in Kuwait I 
awarded compensation of 
KDL0Q5 to a plaintiff who had 
sued the airline for the delay in 
the arrival of their flight to 
Kuwait. 

Initially, the Court of First 
Instance was told by the plaintiff 
that the unnamed airline had 
committed to bring his family at 
12:00 noon to Kuwait, but the 
flight arrived 50 hours later. 

Harassment 

During this period, he claimed 
that his family were put through 
undue harassment as they were 
confined to the aircraft without 
any proper alternatives nor any 
proper explanation for thisinor- 
dinate delay. 

After deliberations, the court 
rejected the claim and con- 
sequently the plaintiff approa- 
ched the Court of Higher 
Appeal. 

The Cassation Department at 
the Higher Court of Appeals who 
reviewed the petition did not 
concur with the findings of the 
Court of First Instance and ruled 
that the airline was at fault for 
not providing relief to the family 
during this extended period of 


National Council 

"aiming for the $25 

■ m . ■ m h Gabon's Jean Ping sail 

elects committees mm 


By Lima Al Khalafawl 

. — .ArataJJnvaa^taijL^. , 
-'KUWATFS National.' 'Coundh 

tfa i r liMBhT ■rtUnTi jail iUi Wwv 

'niotuug ymwroayrwas trciu 
elect members of the 1 1 commit- 
tees which will be empowered to 
undertake their respective res- 
ponsibilities as specifically 
defined in the council's charter. 

The session, which is ongoing 
(at the time of going to press) 
have elected members to be 
representatives of the following , 
three committees: 

• Committee to review the 
experiences of the past 
parliament 

• Committee for Internal 
Affairs and Defence. 

• Committee for Complaints 
and Allegations. 

A total of thirty members were 
elected to the first committee — 
25 being elected and five appoin- 
ted ministers. 

Following are the names along 
with the votes tallied. 

Name No. of votes 

Abdullah Al Hajri 60 

Mohammed A! Mishan 59 

Saqer Al Sudan 58 

Abdul Rahman Al Ahmad 57 

Mohammed Al Haddad 57 

Jouinan Al Hariti 56 

Abdul Karim Al Johadi 55 

Eissa Al Refai 54 

Hamoud Al Jabri ' 54 

Munaizil Al Eniazi 54 

Tukaim Ai Tukanri 53 

Abdullah Al Omar 53 

Abdul Latif Al Bahar 53 

KademBuAbass 51 


Abdul Aziz Assoussi 51 

-Jbtaheem Bou RisIL - 
Abdul Falah Marafei 50 


^ 'v*^‘ a'48, 

Adel Al Ra^heedi 44. 

Bader Al Bishcr 42 

Hadi Al Huwala 41 

Saoud Al Fares 41 

Marzouk Al Hebani 41 

KhaJaf Al Enaizi 40 

Hamad AI Twejri 40 

Minister of Interior 
State Minister for Cabinet 
Affairs 

State Minister for National 
Council Affaire 

State Minister for Municipal 
Affairs 

Minister of Health. 

The second committee mem- 
bers elected to the Internal 
Affairs and Defence are as 
follows: 

Name No. of votes 

Rashed Al Houbada 43 

Mohammed Al Muhamail 43 
Mubarak Khranaij 43 

Jam an Al Huriuti 42 

Sadoun Al Otaibi 42 

Mohammed Ai Hajraf 39 
Ashour AI Sabakfa 38 

Jassem Al Amir 38 

KhaJaf Al Onaizi 33 

Members elected to the third 
committee — (recommended): 
Mohammed Musailhn 
Jawad Al Matrouk 
Raja AJ Azemi 
M. Al Azeemi 
Abdulla Al Khodair 
AH AlOmar 


Jasscr Al Jassar 
:■ Mutlak Jbalama 
• Rashed Al Hubad a. 

Subsequent to • the election, 
Jassem Al Amir was appointed 
by an Amiri Decree issued today. 
The decree stipulated that AI 
Amir will replace Misha! Al Hab- 
ish who had tendered his resigna- 
tion. 

Speaking to the Arab Times, 
Abdul Rehman Al Awadi, stale 
minister for cabinet affairs said 
that his recent visit to the African 
countries, including Egypt in 
connection with the recent 
developments between Kuwait 
and Iraq was directed to carry 
messages from HH the Amir to 
leaders of these nations explain- 
ing Kuwait’s standpoint 

He went on to state that in all 
his meetings with these heads of 
state and other officials had 
■ positively responded to the 
Amir’s suggestions of Formulat- 
ing a special committee which 
would be empowered to go into 
the framework of delienating 
Iraq-Kuwaiti borders. 

The minister commented that 
practical solutions to this issue 
should emanate from the Arab 
League. 

The present situation has sad- 
dened the hearts of all Arabs and 
they are all in earnest looking 
forward to a speedy and amica- 
ble situation through the media- 
tion of all Arab dignitaries and 
parties. 


NRIswantto participate 
in key shortage areas 


THE NRI Investors Forum hosted a dinner at the Meridiem Hotel on 
July 23, in honour of the visiting Minister of Energy and Civil Aviation. 
Arif Mohammed Khan. ...... 

In a short speech welcoming the minister Rajan Nireshwalia, acting 
chairman requested the minister to look into one of the points in the 
joint communique presented to the government of India. This point 
referred to NRis being ai to wed toparticipatein powerprojects, bearrog 
in mind the acute shortage of power supply around the country. The 
minister in his reply stated that in the eighth 5 Year Wan, an amount of 
R<? 1 38.000 cro res could be required for increasing the electric power 
supply whereas the resources at present available with government was 
around Rs 70.000 crores. To make up this deficit it was recently agreed 
to open up this section of a core industry lo private enterpreneurs which 

presumably would include NRIs. 

One extremely important point in this connection was that any 
potential entrepreneurs will not need to make any expensive feasibility 
studies, etc. The government will conduct all the studies concerned and 
have such projects ready-made on the shelf so that once approval is 
riven work can commence very quickly. Further, the licensing pep o d 
will be extended from 20 to 30 years and the debt equity ratio required 
would be 4 to 1 instead or the present 1 lo 1- These incentives will no 
doubt be very attractive not only to NRis in Kuwait but also from other 
partsof the Gulf and the rest of ihe world. It is hoped that government 
will take the same sort of initiative in road building and housing which 

are the other key shortage areas. w— nn.-ui.-i 

Nireshwalia also raised ihe ubiquitous Air-India subject. While he 
appreciated that the decision to increase fares was not entirely m the 
hkSds of Air-India, it would appear that since Air-India s revenues 
increased as a result they felt that it was not the airlines coiicot. The 
fact still remains that after discounts, etc which are suU available, a 
person from Kuwait can go to Boston, USA and back for less than 


KD200 via one of the Gulf states. Ifthisbethecase. there is absolutely 
no rationalising of a fare of over KD260 for Kuwait-Trivandrum- 
Kuwait. Air-India officials keep saying that there are various reasons 
for this but to an average traveller, especially the lower middle class and 
poorer sections, it is not possible to understand how a fare could be less 
for travelling almost 3 or 4 times the distance. 

In hisreply the minister slated that a committee of senior officials had 
been appointed by government to study the question of rationalisation 
of air fares in theGulf. This study has now been completed and report is 
to be presented lo government very shortly. The minister expressed a 
hope that it will be tabled in parliament at the beginning of the next 
session. It must be a point of great relief to all Indians in the Gulf that 
the Indian government is at last taking their representations seriously. 

Khan also mentioned the liberalisation in the establishment of air 
taxi companies. Now all that is required is that the aircraft used by an 
air taxi company must accommodale at least 1 5 persons and there is no 
maximum limit which means the air taxi companies can even use Boeing 
747s for their services. Also, al) airports arenow opened to air taxis and 
there wiQ be no restrictions on flight timings. This again should be a 
welcoming news for NRis. The general impression given by the 
minister was very positive and his smooth and affable manner made it 
very easy for many members to converse with him on a one to one basis. 
Other guests at the dinner were Arun Budhiraja, ambassador of India, 
R. Mukhija, Counsellor, R.P. Singh, First Secretary (Commercial), 

. K.P. Fabian, Joint Secretary (Gulf) Ministry of External Affairs and 
the prominent busin essm an Dr K.T.B. Menon. 

K. A. Valsan, secretary of the NRI Investors Forum then proposed a 
vote of thanks in which he expressed satisfaction and appreciation with 
the various comments made by the minister and hoped that on his 
return to Delhi he will continue his efforts towards a common goal of 
encouraging NRI investment in India. 


(Continued from Page 1) 

"aiming for the $25" mark. And 
Gabon's Jean Ping said be would'iike 
to see the target "higher than $18." 

Under the Gulf proposal. Kuwait 
and the UAE each would hold their 
output to 1 .5 million barrels a day. 

Kuwait's current production cap 
is 1 .5 million barrels a day. and the 
TJAE’sis 1.1 million barrels. 

Under the jitan, oniy the UAE 
would see it* supply quota go up, the 
-other 12 nations would remain at 
current levels. 

While the oCfidaJ summer meeting 
opens on Thursday, its eight-mem- 
ber monitoring panel will hold talks a 
day earlier. 

Ecuador's Energy and Mines Min- 
ister Diego Tamariz and Qatar’s 
Interior Minister Abdullah Bin 
Khalifa Al Thani have both pledged 
commitment to securing higher oil 
prices at this week's meeting of the 
Opec conference. 

Output falls 

Crude oil output by producersout- 
side of Opec fell 320,000 bands per 
day (bpd) in the second quarter to 
32.76 min bpd from 33.08 min the 
previous quarter, a Reuter survey 
showed. 

The drop, largely due to a 29-year 
low in crude production in the US 
and further declines in the Soviet 
Union, eased a world oil glut caused 
largely by Opec overproduction. 

"The drop was too little to com- 
pletely offset the glut, but if it hadn't 
occurred, prices would have gone 
lower," said Scott Jones, president of 
AUS Consultants in Pennsylvania. 
Japan’s need 

Mounting tensions between Iraq 
and Kuwait have re-ignited concerns 
that Japan depends too heavily on 
the politically shaky Middle East for 
oil, Japan's vital energy supply, 
industry analysts said. 

Japan imports virtually all its oil, 
with 70 per cent coming from the 
Middle East. 

“While chanoes are slim that ten- 
sons will develop into an armed con- 
flict, the Japanese government is lik- 
ely to con tin ue its efforts to reduce its 
reliance on oii, "said Naoshi Kojiraa, 
chief economist at the Institute of 
Middle Eastern Economies. 

According to the Ministry oHmer- 
national Trade and Industry (Miiij, 
Japan's dependence on oil will drop 
to 46 percent of tola! energy needs by 
the year 2010 from 57.3 per cent in 
1988. Miti sees higher reliance on 
mid ear power. 

However, strong local opposition 
to nuclear power has boosted Japan's 
dependence on oil and on oil from the 
Middle East in particular, analysts 
said. 

Japan lacks sufficient nuclear 
power plants and has yet to develop 
substantial alternative energy sour- 
ces to wean itself off heavy depen- 
dence on oil. analysts said. 

Lawyer jailed 
for abetting 
client escape 

THE criminal court sentenced a 
lawyer to one month in jail for 
abetting a sentenced convict 
evade arrest and imprisonment 
after pleading for him before the 
bench. 

The court heard that the 
lawyer Bad asked his i client to 
wait outside the courtroom in 
case the case against him ended in 
upholding the sentence, which 
indeed was the case. 

Then the lawyer left the cour- 
troom quickly and asked the 
client to writ in his office where 
he joined him later to tell him to 
flee the country. 




would deflect attention from the real 
challenges facing them. 

Jordanian monarch King Hussein 
has expressed his optimism of a near 
solution to the Iraqi-Kuwaili dif- 
ferences in ihe framework of Arab 
unity for ihe interest of the Arab 
nation. 

in a statement broadcast by the 
Jordanian television last night after 
his return from a few hours visit to 
Cairo, King Hussein said he will 
exert all his efforts for the interest of 
the Arab nation and affirmed that 
the Issue should be resolved quickly 
in the framework of Arab unity. 

King Fahd briefed the Saudi 
cabinet last night on ways of contain- 
ing any conflict that may erupt bet- 
ween Arab countries within fraternal 
and friendly relations, Saudi Press 
Agency said. 

The sovereign said that efforts 
underway aim at overcoming dif- 
ficulties that are experienced by the 
Arab nation. 

The agency said that King Fahd 
informed the Saudi cabinet on the 
results of his meetings and contacts 
with Arab leaders including King 
Hussein and Kuwaiti Deputy 
Premier and Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmed. 

The five-member Arab Maghreb 
Union tAMU) yesterday mandated 
its current chairman Algerian 
President Chadli Benjedid to mediate 
a settlement of the dispute between 
Kuwait and Iraq. 

A communique issued at the end of 
two-day summit talks between the 
AM U leaders said it was decided that 
the Algerian President would send a 
special envoy representing the union 
to Iraq and K uwaii. 

Kuwait's Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry today issued a 
statement calling for containing the 
Kuwaiti-Iraqi dispute by not allow- 
ing foreign circles to get involved in 
it. 

The statement, signed by the 
chamber’s president Abdel adz Al 
Saqer. said negotiating a settlement 
for the sudden crisis must be dealt 
with behind dosed doors and by 
experienced and qualified men. 

"Around the negotiating table. 


not oniy the tension can be defused 
but also the whole problem which 
caused the tension to arise," the 
statement stressed. 

While underlining that Kuwait has 
never acted on its own or without 
Arab consensus, the statement 
emphasised that the Kuwaiti people 
fully stand behind HH the Amir and 
HH the Crown Prince, especially 
when the sovereignty of Kuwait is in 
question. 

Meanwhile, several professional 
associations expressed their 
unequivocal support for the Kuwaiti 
leadership, rejecting all attempts to 
undermine the dignity of the country 
and the people of Kuwait. 

A joint statement issued by the 
Kuwaiti Artists Association, the 
Kuwaiti Association for Formative 
Arts, and five theatrical associations 
said the situation entails sorting out 
the problem within the framework of 
the Arab League as Kuwait has 
emphaised. 

The statement expressed hope that 
the Iraqi government would review 
its position and co-operate with Arab 
efforts to end the crisis quickly and 
quietly. 

Expressing shock al i be content of 
the Iraqi memo to the Arab League, 
the statement said this has eliminated 
present Arab feelings of unity and 
pan-Arab solidarity which have sur- 
faced following the latest Arab sum- 
mit in Baghdad. 

In a similar statement, board 
members of co-operative societies 
and their union sent two cables to 
HH the Amir and HH the Crown 
Prince reiterating their suport for the 
Kuwaiti leadership. 

The cables said the allegations of 
Iraq against Kuwait wifi not affect 
the respected stand of the Kuwaiti 
government among the Arab, 
Muslim and world countries. 

HH the Amir today received in 
audience leaders of professional and 
social organisations in the country 
who condemned the Iraqi accusa- 
tions against Kuwait, describing 
them as incompatible with inter- 
national norms and good neigh- 
bourly relations. 


(Continued from Page 1) 

The leaders of the organisations 
assured HH of the Kuwaiti people’s 
support to his wise leadership to 
maintain the country's sovereignty 
and safeguard its national wealth. 

They expressed confidence that 
His Highness' wisdom would find the 
appropriate means to keep this crisis 
within the framework of the Arab 
family and through dialogue and 
understanding in order to boost 
Arab solidarity and the one fate of 
the Arab nation. 

His Highness thanked them for 
their initiative and asserted that the 
dispute with sisterly Iraq would be 
engulfed within the framework of the 
Arab family hoping to contain it 
through dialogue and fraternal 
understanding. 

Iraqi presidential envoy. Minister 
of Transport and Communications, 
Mohammed Hamza left today for 
Morocco to deliver a message from 
President Saddam Hussein to King 
Hassanll. 

The Iraqi official will also visit 
Tunisia and Mauritania to hand theii 
leaders Zine Al Abidinc Ben AJi and 
Maaouyia Ould Sidi Ahmed Taya 
similar messages. Iraqi News Agency 
said. 

Soviets regret 

(Continued from Page 1) 

“the two states, which have so 
much in common will find it pos- 
sible to prevent the exacerbation 
of the situation and resolve ihe 
problems that have arisen as 
good neighbours, as fraternal 
Arab countries, on a mutually 
acceptable basis.” 

He added that “this is certainly 
being helped by the Arab 
League's efforts towards this 
end.” in reference to the media- 
tion efforts of the League’s chief 
Chadli Klibi. 

Syria. Baghdad's arch-enemy 
struck a neutral note over the 
confrontation between Kuwait 
and Iraq. 
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IAPF delegates wilh Indian Civil Aviation Minister Arif Khan (centre) and Indian Ambassador A.K. 

Budhiraja (far right). 

Indian Air Passengers Forum 
meets visiting minister Khan 

Air India fares discussed 


TH E frequent fare hikes of Air India on the Kuwait- 
India sector, especially on the Kuwail-Trivandrum 
route has been bro ugh t to the a lien tion of the Indian 
Civil Aviation Minister. Arif Mohammed Khan, by 
a delegation representing the Indian Air Passengers 
Forum. IAPF is an apex body of prominent cultural 
organisations in Kuwait such as the United 
Malayalees Organisation and its affiliates, and the 
general council of Indian nationals hereto study the 
structure of the Air India fare. 

“There will be an announcement during the forth- 
coming session of the parliament regarding the Air 
India tariff as the report of the parliamentary com- 
mission studying Air India fares is expected before 
the session starling on the 7th of August (1990), said 
the minister, “it will be a comprehensive one and 
acceptable lo all.” 

In addition lo the unjustified fare hikes of Air 
India, (he discussion centred on the upgrading of 
Trivandrum Airport. It was pointed out to the 
Minister that more than 20 international flights per 
week were being operated from Trivandrum and the 
inflow of passengers and cargo there was higher 
than that of the Madras International Airport. Arif 
Khan revealed that the main stumbling block in the 
upgrading of T rivandrum Airport was lack orfimds 
which bad to be allotted by the Planning Commis- 
sion. To this. IAPF put forward a suggestion that 
the Keralites in theGulf States were ready to investa 
major share of the amount required for the develop- 


ment work of Trivandrum Airport. This invest- 
ment, which can be made on terms mutually agreed, 
should be used exclusively for the development of 
Trivandrum Airport. 

“Right then Trivandrum will be made an Inter- 
national Airport,” responded the minister heartily, 
“I shall study this proposal and advise you on it.” 

IAPF requested the minister that interim relief be 
provided for the Keralite community from the exor- 
bitant airfare to Trivandrum, till such time as a 
comprehensive solution can be reached. 

Many other hardships suffered by the Trivan- 
drum bound passengers were also pointed out to the 
minister. Other requests made were that the baggage 
allowance should be raised to 30kg and that the 
IATA facilities such as 14-60 day excursion fare, 
labour fare, family fare, youth fare, etc., which will 
bring down the airfare by almost 50 per cent should 
also be implemented in the Kuwait-lndia sector. 
The minister lent a sympathetic ear to all the 
grievances. 

In the meeting, IAPF was represented by Aby 
Thomas Varicad, PJC. Ismath. Abraham Vargbese. 
P.A. Menon, C.V. Jacob and Ben Chandy. The 
Indian government was represented by the hon- 
ourable minister of dvil aviation, the External 
Affairs Joint Secretary K.P. Fabian and the Indian 
ambassador to KuwaiL Air India was represented 
by P.R. Kanga and the newly appointed manager 
for Kerala George Tharakan. 
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Thought for today 


YOU cannot shake hands with a clenched fist — Indira 
Gandhi, Indian prime minister (1917-1984). 


Soviet threat gone 

Allies debate 
military cuts 

LONDON, ( Reuler): Soviet tanks are pulling out across East Europe 
at the end of the cold war, but new battle lines axe being drawn m the 
West’s corridors of power as Nato allies debate how to cut their own 
militaryspending. . . 

Anxious to reap the much-heralded “peace dividend and rein in 
stubbornly high budget deficits. Western leaders are locked in skirmi- 
shes with their defence chiefs over the shape and cost of military forces 
for the rest of the 1990s. 

But, even if the conflicting interests of the military, defence contrac- 
tors and finance ministries can be reconciled, it is already dear the 
initial savings will at best be modest. 

At the worst, the need to redeploy the Western alliance's troops 
stationed in West Germany could spell an extra cost burden and higher 
unemployment as armies are run down and bases closed. 

“Potentially we have the chance of halving military expenditure in 
every Nato country over the next 10 years," said Somnath Sen, an 
economist at the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 
(Sipri) in Sweden. 

“But that is not realistic ... by the year 2000 we could just be back to 
1980 levels before the big arms build-up.'' 

In the 1980s, Ronald Reagan pushed US military spending as high as 
6.5 per cent of gross national product, double the level of Nato’s 
European members. Average cuts in Nato of2.3 percent a year over the 
next 10 years would only turn the dock back to before the Reagan 
build-up. 

Since the Berlin Wall crumbled last November, Western politidans 
have been eager to cash in the peace dividend and cut the estimated $460 
billion the Nato alliance spentin 1 989 running its forces and buying new 
military hardware. 

But only in recent weeks — as Nato's historic London summit 
declared the end of the cold war and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
dropped his objections to a united Germany being part of the alliance 
— have hard figures emerged. 

The prospect is for modest rather than spectacular cuts. 

— In the United States, defence cuts are central to efforts to cut the 
1991 budget deficit, with the Senate, House and White House now 
discussing a reduction of S 10 to 16 billion in military spending from the 
$306.9 billion “baseline" projection which would keep outlays in pace 
with inflation. 

Cuts 

But the cuts, which have to be decided before the US 1991 fiscal year 
starts on Oct 1, would be far less severe than those after the Vie tnam 
War when spending fell from 9.5 per cent of output to below five per 
cent in the ensuing backlash. 

Defence Secretary Dick Cheney is due to decide soon whether to 
scrap or proceed with threeprojects: anew lightattack helicopter, a new 
class of navy destroyer and the SSN-2I Seawolf attack submarine. 
Force strength will be cut back sharply. 

Economists at First Boston in New York estimate that each one 
billion dollars of reduced defence spending eliminates 30,000 to 35,000 
jobs in the US economy. A $25 billion cut would increase the unem- 
ployment rate by half a percentage point and, indirectly, raise the 
overall budget deficit $15 billion. 

— In West Germany, Chancellor Helmut Kohl has agreed with 
Gorbachev that troops in a united Germany will be limited to 370,000, 
heralding a large cut from the present Bundeswehr’s 495,000. The 
ruling conservative alliance in Bonn is considering pushing 1991 
spending below 50 billion marks ($30.5 billion) from 52.6 billion ($32 
billion) this year. 

— In France, an intense battle between Defence Minister Jean-Pierre 
Chevenemeni and Finance Minister Pierre Beregovoy has been raging. 
The military establishment, not integrated into Nato's command 
structure, remains unconvinced that Gorbachev is cutting Soviet 
defence spending enough but last week it lost the battle for a four per 
cent increase in its 1991 budget. 

The overall French defence budget will rise by three per cent next 
year, but there will be a cut in the amount of money available for buying 
new weapons after inflation. The real peace dividend, Beregovoy sai<L 
will not come before 1992. 

— In Britain, military chiefs met Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
last Friday to discuss a review of strategy set in train by Secretary of 
State for Defence Tom King’s controversial “Options for Change” 
paper. With the defence budget already running £600 million (S1.0 
billion) above forecast due to inflation, the pressure is od for cuts. 

But bringing home the 55,000-strong British Army of the Rhine and 
families will be expensive, as new barracks have to be built, and service 
chiefs are worried it could sap morale. 

Defence Procurement Minister Alan Clark has argued that £24 
billion ($43.7 billion) could be saved over 10 years but according to his 
plan seven billion of that would be reinvested to “sharpen the teeth" of 
forces to tackle less predictable threats away from old Nato battle lines 
in Europe. 

— In ihe Netherlands, which has 5,500 men on West German soil, the 
centre-left government plans to cut the defence budget by a real one per 
cent over the next five years and Defence Minister Relus Ter Beek has 
announced that the number of ministry personnel will be reduced by 1 5 
per cent by end- 1 995. 

TODAY IN HISTORY 


1593 — France's King Henry IV becomes a Roman Catholic. 
1689 — France’s King Louis XIV declares war on Britain. 

1792 — Austria’s Duke of Bninswick issues manifesto 
threatening destruction of Paris if France's royal family is 
harmed. 

1830 — France's King Charles X issues ordinances controlling 
the press, dissolving legislative chambers and changing elec- 
toral system. 

1878 — China’s first diplomatic mission to United States 
arrives in Washington. 

1907 — Japan obtains protectorate over Korea. 

1920 — French forces occupy Damascus, Syria; Greeks under . 
King Alexander occupy Atfrianople. 

1934 — Chancellor Engelbert Doilfuss is assassinated in unsuc- 
cessful Nazi coup attempt in Austria. 

1943 — Benito Mussolini is forced to resign as premier of Italy 
during World War 11. 

1956 — Italian liner Andrea Doria and Swedish ship Stock- 
holm collide off coast of New England, and 50 lives are lost 
1963 — United States, Soviet Union and Britain conclude 
treaty prohibiting nuclear testing in atmosphere, space or 
under water. 

1968 — Pope Paul VI bans all artificial birth control methods 
for Roman Catholics. 

1971 — Doctor Christiaan Barnard transplants two lungs and 
heart into man in Cape Town, South Africa, and the operation 
is described as successful. 

1973 — Federal judge rules that US government must halt 
bombing of Cambodia on grounds it is “unauthorised and 
unlawful." 

1986 — Masked Sikh extremists shoot and kill 15 people, 14 of 
them Hindus, in ambush on bus at railroad crossing in India's 
Punjab slate. 

1989 — Poland's Solidarity leader Lech Walesa tells commun- 
ist President Wojciech Jaruzelski he still opposes a coalition 
government. 



Youths stoning Israeli troops in the territories. 


Conditions in Gaza Strip grim 


People turn to Islam 


GAZA CITY. Occupied Gaza Strip economic activity in Gaza to fall back 


(CSM): Since the Palestinian uprising 
began on the dusty streets in front of 
his home in Gaza's Jabaliya refugee 
camp, lyad, a father of 1 2, has had his 
share of troubles. 

His eldest son was killed two weeks 
after the intifada began while leading 
a stone-throwing attack against an 
Israeli military compound. Another 
son received three gunshot wounds, 
while nine other children have either 
been beaten, tear-gassed, or both in 
clashes with Israeli soldiers. 

Following his own run-in with 
Israeli authorities this year. Iyad was 
forced to sell his. taxi to raise money to 
pay steep new intifada taxes, leaving 
the family with no means of support. 

“It has been difficult," he says. 

Iyad represents but one slice of the 
grim life that pervades this uninviting 
stretch of coastal land, first occupied 
by Israel in 1967. In December 1987, a 
combustible mix of poverty and hatred 
of Israel’s 20-year occupation was 
ignited in Jabaliya by a restive young 
generation of Palestinians. The 
rebellion that followed quickly spread 
through Gaza and to the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank. 

Thirty months later, the conditions 
that produced the intifada have grown 
dangerously worse, creating new hard- 
ships and nourishing political 
extremism that threatens to put a set- 
tlement to the long Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict completely out of reach. 

“Living conditions have grown 
worse and people have grown 
increasingly alienated,” says an 
official of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Administration 
(UNRWA). 

Driving through this 28-by-5 mile 
swath of despair, a visitor looks in vain 
for a respite from deprivation. Nearly 
700,000 people are packed into Gaza, 
over 60 per cent in squalid UN refugee 
camps. * 

Even before the intifada, overcrow- 
ding produced grinding poverty. In the 
past 30 monLhs, matters have steadily 
deteriorated. 

Up to 60,000 Gazans — just over 
half the territory's work force-once 
earned their living working at the men- 
ial construction and service jobs in 
Israel that produced most of Gaza's 
income. But tight new intifada-related 
restrictions have cut by one-third the 
number of Gazans allowed to cross 
into Israel. 

With fewer jobs and with almost no 


on, per capita income has dropped by 
nearly half since the start of the upris- 
ing, putting many Gazans at the finan- 
cial breaking point, according to the 
UNRWA source. 

Yousef, an electrician with two chil- 
dren, used to earn $40 a day working in 
Israel. His travel pass to Israel now 
revoked because he has participated in 
anti-Israeli demonstrations, Yousef 


says he now earns between $5 and $10 
doing odd jobs in Gaza. 

“I get by," he says unconvincingly. 
“1 have to. 

Economic hardship has been 
aggravated by collective punishments 
imposed by Israel to control the upris- 
ing, including lengthy curfews. Worst 
of all. Gazans say, are thehuge tax bills 
— often up to four times normal rates 
— which nave become a major weapon 


Hamas fills void 

GAZA CITY, Occupied Gaza Strip (CSM): In a spartan, cinder-block 
room in Gaza City, Mahmoud Zahair, a leading Muslim activist, talks 
about Gazas only growth industry: the Islamic movement he helps to lead. 

Starting in the early 1 980s and drawing inspiration from the 1 979 Iranian 
revolution of Ayatollah Khomeini, the Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) began gatheringstrength, providing Gazans withsolace in the face 
of brutaleconomic conditions and the heavy hand of Israelioccupation. - 

Today, says Zahair, Hamas is poised to lead. ...j.i. ; ; 

' TThe change-in ourarea is towards Islam and c^ manifefisltion'is'the’' 
UNRWA elections," he says, referring to balloting earlier this month for 
top positions in the United Nations agency that administers most of Gaza’s 
schools, health clinics, and welfare services. “The election is a hint of the 
mass transfer in Gaza from one ideology (the historically d ominant secular 
nationalism of the PLO) to another (Muslim fundamentalism)." If he is 
right, and many Israeli experts worry that he may be, Israel could find Gaza 
hotter to handle than ever. 

The cleric says Gaza's twin Islamic movements, Hamas and the smaller, 
more-militant Islamic Jihad, have drawn strength from adversity. Informal 
soundings taken by Hamas more than a year ago indicated that 37 percent of 
Gazans over 16 backed Hamas or the Jihad — a figure some Israeli Army 
sources regard as conservative. Following the mass arrest and imprison- 
ment by Israel oF200 Hamas leaders in may 1 989, says Zahair, the movement 
has burgeoned. “Since then, the mosques haven't been able to hold all the 
people,” he says. 

Islamic forces have been given another major boost by Israel's new, ultr- 
conservative government, installed last week. 

“The change of government in Israel and the end of the peace process will 
affect people who are hesitating about the PLO policy" of compromise with 
Israel, says Zahair. “Our success comes from the failure of the non-fun- 
damentalists to achieve any success on the political or social front.” 

Using a stepped-up flow of outside money, much of it from the con- 
servative Gulf states, Hamas has won the loyalties of many Gazans by 
providing a supplementary network of social and welfare services. “Alth- 
ough the PLO has a lot of money, it fails to satisfy the people," says Zahair. 
“Iiis well known that only Muslims can change social problems." 

Unlike their secular PLO counterparts, Hamas and Jihad are opposed to 
what they call the “Zionist entity," insisting that Jews eventually win have to 
live in an Islamic state that will encompass all of Palestine. 

Pointing to recent fundamentalist electoral successes in Algeria and 
Jord an , Zahair say s it is j ust a matter of time before even an Islamic Palestine 
becomes an anachronism. 

“Sooner or later, a pan- Islamic state will be established, uniting all the 
Islamic slates under one government," he says. 

Refocusi ng o n mo re immed iate gains, Zahair sizes up the achievements of 
the 30-month uprising: 'The picture has completely changed into the 
Islamic pattern of life in Gaza,” Zahair says. “This was not the way before i 
the intifada. 


in Israel’s arsenal. 

Nor has Gaza suffered at the hands 
of Israel alone. The Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation, according to a sen- 
ior PLO official here, donates only $2 
to Gaza for every $5 to the West Bank. 

To ease the suffering, Gazans have 
loosened their embrace of the PLO and 
increasingly turned to Muslim fun- 
damentalism. 

“Who can rescue us?” asks a 
Jabaliya mother, voidnga despair that 
has become almost universal here. 
“Only Allah can help us." 

The shifting balance of political 
power in Gaza was graphically illus- 
trated last week when fundamentalists 
won an upset victoxy in elections for 
UNRWA’s workers’ committee, long 
a stronghold of secular Palestinian 
nationalism. 

With 4,200 UNRWA employees, 
the elections provided the largest poll 
since thestart of the uprising; prompt- 
ina spoadatipnthn.t^iti^, agreed to 


in elections- called for by a year-old 
Israeli peace initiative. 

"It confirms a trend,” says an Israeli 
Army source, who estimates that more 
than half of Gaza residents support 
either the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) or Islamic Jihad. 

Unlike the PLO, which advocates a 
two-state (Arab and Jewish) solution 
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
Muslim fundamentalists demand an 
Islamic state, while some. Islamic 
extremists advocate expelling Jews 
from Palestine. 

So far, Hamas and the Islamic Jihad 
have operated independently. But 
Gaza sources say younger activists arc 
pressing fora union that would streng- 
then the hold of the Muslim leaders. 

one would^^ect^attiwe wdl be a 
continuing change toward religious 
fundamentalism,” says Haidar Abd 
Ashafi, bead of the- Red Crescent 
Society. 

“It means the thinking of the people 
is going toward Islam as a way oflife," 


adds a Gaza journalists of the 
UNRWA election results. “I expect 
that somedav, not far m the future, 
Muslim fundamentalists will domin- 
ate Gaza.” 

In a glossy promotional booklet 
issued on the eve of the intifada, 
Israel's civil administration, which 
runs the territories, took credit for 
improving living conditions in Gaza 
ana the West Bank. 


Spain withdraws ambassador 

Cuba link to West threatened 


MADRID, (Reuler):A vital diplomatic channel lin- 
king communislCuba and the West is threatened by 
a continuing row between Fidel Castro's govern- 
ment and Madrid over a group of asylum-seeking 
Cubans holed up in the Spanish embassy in Havana. 

Castro has refused to grant free passage out of 
Cuba to the 18 people sheltering in the embassy and 
Spain has withdrawn its ambassador to Havana in 
response to Cuban sia lement descri bing the Spanish 
foreign minister as ignorant. 

Ambassador Antonio Serrano de Haro, who has 
insisted on Spain's right to grant asylum, made no 
statement when he arrived in Madrid on Monday, 
but a foreign ministry official said; ‘Ts clear this is 
the most serious conflict we havewith Cubain recent 
times.” 

Accused 

Serrano, accused by the Cuban authorities of 
acting like a “pained colonial administrator,” was 
due to meet Foreign Minister Francisco Ordonez, 

. about last week's verbal attack by the Cuban foreign 
ministry. 

At theend Madrid sent five more agents ofacrack 
police squad to beef up security at the Havana 
embassy after nine Cubans broke into the building 
early on Friday to join nine others already sheltering 
there. 

In addition to recalling its ambassador, Spain has 
frozen aid and won agreement from the European 


Community to suspend co-operation between the 
12-nation group and Cuba. 

But diplomatic sources said the confrontation 
effectively torpedoes recent efforts by Spanish 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez to try ana steer 
Castro towards the democratic reforms undertaken 
by Eastern bloc countries. 


At the weekend Madrid sent five 
more agents of a crack police squad to 
beef up security at the Havana 
embassy after nine Cubans broke into 
the building early on Friday to join 
nine others already sheltering there. 


“With this latest incident it is unthinkable now 
that there could be any high-level meetings for some 
time to come," one European diplomat said. 

Gonzalez last met Castro in April at the inaugura- 
tion of Brazil’s President Fernando Collor de Mello 
and told him Cuba must reform if it was to avoid 
serious social tensions. 

The initiative, which diplomatic sources said was 
a first step towards mediation in the 30-year old 
impasse between Cuba and the United States, made 


little headway although Gonzalez was optimistic at 
the time. 

a 

U I have the impression Castro will respect the 
intentions behind this dialogue and will reflect on 
what we told him that day," Gonzalez said last 
month, stressing the importance of not isolating 
Cuba. 

Diplomats noted that while Spain may for now 
have lost a means of influencing Cuba, Castro 
himself risks losing what is probably his best friend 
in Europe. 

Spain is one of the few Western nations to have 
maintained largely cordial relations since Castro 
took power in 1959, and the Caribbean island is one 
of its main aid beneficiaries. 

The only incident was in the early 1960s when 
ambassador Juan Pablo de Lojendio, enraged at 
some critical references by Castro during one of his 
long televised speeches, burst in on Cuban state 
television studios and tried to interrupt him. * 

Lojendio was summarily expelled and Spain, then 
governed by General Francisco Franco, had to : 
swallow the diplomatic rebuff. 

Cuba is Spain's third largest debtor, owing about 
750 milli on dolla rs, and is among its more important 
trading partners. Bilateral trade last year totalled 
350 million dollars, the fifth largest in Latin 
America. 


EAST BERLIN, (Reuter): Threats to bring j 
down East Germany's coahtion governments . 
ring hollow because widespread yearning for | 
German unity leaves tittle public for ; 

disruptive pre-election tactics, analysissav. . 

Even if two junior parties dropped out. 
Premier Lotharde Maizicrc could i sull rule with 
a simple majority, they say._Any«*Hj« 
boycotting the two-thirds margin needed for a 
unity treaty with Bonn would be viewed as 

mischief-makers. . ! 

“The Social Democrats (SPD) and Liberal* j 
have nowhere to go if they ditch the govern- j 
menl. Anvone who pulls out would be a unity j 
buster on an issue most people don i give a 
damn about." a Western diplomatic analyst 

said. 1 

The issue lacks drama for the average voter j 
but is a prize for politicians — - whether East j 
Germany should declare its dissolution into a j 
pan-German federation before or after unity j 
elections on Dec 2. i 

Proclamation ! 

Liberals and the SPD want a unification j 
proclamation on Dec i. This would shut out | 
small-party rivals from par iiamen t by apply i ng ; 

Bonn's rule of a minimum five per cent share of 
the popular vote to the entire nation. I 

The Christian Democrats (CDU) of De j 
Maiziere and West German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl want it to happen right after the vote. 
This would require voting under existing diver- 
gent rules in East and West, fracturing the left 
by slipping solely East German parties, includ- 
ing the communists, into Parliament. 

De Maiziere says a unity declaration before 
the election would wipe out East Germany's 
negotiating identity on a pending political 
union treaty with Bonn. 

The other side argues that only a unified 
electorate can properly pick a unified govern- 
ment. 

The Volkskammer (parliament) on Sunday 
threw out an SPD-Liberal motion for a unity 
declaration before the elections. 

The CDU and right-wing allies prevailed 
with the curious help of the communists, 
relegated to opposition after the 1989 popular 
uprising against Stalinist dictatorship. 

Instead, the Volskammer approved a CDU- 
crafted compromise to send the issue to the two 
German parliaments for a solution. 

The SPD and* Liberal leaders reaffirmed 
threats to leave the coalition. 

“We expect signals of high-minded political 
camproimse from De Maiziere or there will be 
no more prospects for governing together," 
SPD party chairman Wolfgang Thierse said 
Monday. 

What kind of compromise was a mystery. 
But analysts said the Liberate and SPD's bark 
was worse than their bite. r 

Goveminfr . 

■ - -Hif ihey o jumped , 'khlp, De Maiziere's CDU 
could keep governing with a narrow majority of 
its 163 deputies and 38 others from con- 
servative and Fanners Party allies. 

With legislation already passed to replace 
communism with market economics, there is 
little need for a two-thirds majority, aside from 
approving a political union treaty, analysis say. 

“And when that treaty comes up for a vote, 
only parties willing to be accused of derailing 
the unification express could afford to oppose 
iL," a West European diplomat said. 

With unemployment rocketing in the 
switchover to a free market, most East Ger- 
mans have little patience for a political free-for- 
all complicating economic recovery. 

Despite the coalition squabble. East German 
leaders have little left to say on unification since 
they ceded economic soverignty to Bonn on 
July I and Kohl's diplomatic coup on unity's 
strategic aspects. 

Flush with confidence after Kohl coaxed 
Soviet assent to German unity in Nato without 
consulting hesitant East Berlin, Bonn has now 
summarily drafted an all-German constitution 
virtually identical to the West German Basic 
Law. 

Bonn expects East Germany to agree to the 
draft with little fuss. Wielding the dub of 
money to quicken the unity pace, it knows most 
East Germans long for an end to the political 
uncertainty still deterring Western investors. 

QUOTE ME 

“The (cold) war is over, peace is upon 
us." — Givil rights activist Jesse Jack- 
son at the first official ceremony of the 
Goodwill Games. 

* * * 

“Don’t you know the Green Bay Packers? One of 
the best football teams of everT’ — Payne Stewart, 
the US PGA champion, when a British reporter 
asked him just what the bright hues on his clothing 
•represented. 

“He's fully recovered now, but ft was a very bad 
Chnstmas for our family, and ft made me realise that 
golf mt that important. I used to get so involved in 
my gottNow, 1 .tab i it lighter.” - Janw Spence on 
his father’s health after suffering a heart attack. 

* * * 

me Soviete know what deters and so does this 

tPealdng a * the 

sans 

official of the resistance force loval tr, 
Norodom Sihanouk. yai to PnBce 

* * * 

“Naturally, however, the hooed-fnr 

not be attained ^ 

between Damascus and that 1 ^ n ? 

and between Damascus^? Se 


arising from the basic rationale of mv 
being in office, I should face it 

VJ^Sngh, — Ind ‘ an Pfin * Minister 
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State Department reaffirms Soviet Jews’ right to live in Israel: Maksoud defends move 


US criticises Arab League boycott measure 



Maksoud 


WASHINGTON, July 24, (AP): 
The Slate Department today sharply 
criticised amove by the Arab League 
to punish companies and groups 
that help Jews emigrate from the 
Soviet Union to Israel. 

But Clovis Maksoud, the 
League’s representative here, insis- 
ted boycotts are legitimate so long as 
Israel and the Arabs are not at peace. 

Interview 

Maksoud, in an interview, also 
criticised the Bush administration 
for not declaring Jewish settlements 
on the West Bank and in Gaza 


illegal. 

The Arab countries, meeting last 
week in Tunis, expressed concern 
about the flow of Jews to Israel from 
the Soviet Union. It is at an all- rime 
high. According to die national con- 
ference on Soviet Jewry, 49,434 of 
the 49,859 Jews who left the Soviet 
Union in the first six months of the 
year went to Israel. 

Directed 

The Arab League foreign mini- 
sters directed the League’s Boycott 
Office to look into extending its 
boycott of Anns that do business 


with Israel to also p unis h companies 
and institutions assisting Soviet 
Jews to emigrate there. 

Many of the Arab countries are 
concerned about the boost the 
refugees are giving to Israel's 
population. They are especially 
critical of the growing Jewish 
presence on the West Bank, in Gaza 
and in the older sections of the 
occupied Jerusalem. 

Estimates of the number of Soviet 
Jews who wind up in the territories 
and in the east Jerusalem vary from 
several hundred to several thousand. 


The State Department said it 
opposes “settlement activities," but 
did not go so far as theCarter admin- 
istration and brand Jewish set- 
tlements on the lands the Arabs hope 
to recover as illegal. 

Otherwise, the department’s 
statement strongly condemned any 
boycott. 

Unyielding 

“The position of the United States 
against Arab boycott activity is firm 
and unyielding,” it said. ”... The 
Arabs should end their boycott and 


end their challenges (o Israel's 
legitimacy.” 

The statement, distributed by 
spokeswoman Margaret Tuiwiler, 
added: "Now is not the time for 
provocative actions or rhetoric 
which will only exacerbate the situa- 
tion.” 

The State Department again affir- 
med the right of ail Soviet citizens to 
leave and live in Israel or any other 
country. “The United Slates sup- 
ports this right absolutely and wel- 
comes the assistance of private and 
commercial institutions and organ- 


isations which -assist in the realisa- 
tion of this right,” the statement 
said. 

Belligerency 

The Arab League's Maksoud res- 
ponded in an interview that “as long 
as a state of war, a state of 
belligerency, has not ended, to that 
extent the boycott remains a 
legitimate instrument." 

He called on the State Depart- 
ment lo declare Jewish settlements 
illegal. “How could they bar Soviet 
Jews if they do not bar American 
Jews?" Maksoud asked. 


Drop in stock prices sends shock waves 


Strategists don’t foresee another market rout 


NEW YORK, July 24, (API: A scary drop in stock prices has resurrected memories of 
market instability and suddenly cast doubt on the ability of the Dow Jones average to 
decisively crack the 3,000 barrier. 

But investment strategists say elements that caused the price tumble .yesterday had 
been building for a while. Many said they didn't presage any si gnifican t bailout from the 
stock market unless there's some unforeseen economic calamity. 

“We're at or slightly below the levels where we closed at the end of June,” said David 
Edington. a portfolio manager at Pacific Investment Management Co. in Newport 
Beach, California. 

The Dow Jones average, the most widely watched barometer of the market’s direction. 



Daewoo to build tanker for Kuwait: 

Daewoo shipbuilding and heavy machinery said 
today it has signed a $90-m3Uon contract with 
Kuwait to build a 280,000-tonne tanker to cany 
erode oil. 

Daewoo said the contract with Kuwait Oil Tanker 
Co. specifiodthc tanker is to bedefrmed in October. 
1992. 

Daewoo is the second largest South Korean 
shipyard. It said this would be its 13th order for a 
VLCC, a very large crude carrier. 

Daewoo said h has received 16 foreign ship orders 
totalling 2.15 million gross tonnes, worth SI -33 
billion this year. ( AP) 

• • * 

Rise in Exxon earnings: The Exxon Cor- 
poration, America’s leading on company, reported 
yesterday an 1 1 per cent rise in its second-quarter 
earnings, despite a 5850-minion write-off for clean- 
ing up the Exxon Valdez oil spaL""” " ' ! 

The rise in net income-tO $1.1 bilEon from 5990 ‘ 


“(This is) a one-sided amendment written by and 
for the proponents of this amendment,” said 
Representative Jack Fields, a Republican from 
Texas. 

But supporters said it was only fair to spread tbe 
food aid shipments around. (Renter) 

Hanson Pic offer to boy power firm: 


dropped more than 100 points early yesterday and sent shock waves throughout the 
financial markets. But the index regained half the loss by the end of the day and dosed 
down 56.44 points at 2,904.70. 

Still, it was the biggest one-day point loss for the average in six months and a sharp 
turnaround in psychology from last week, when tbe Dow average neared dosing above 
the 3,000 marie for the first time. 

T rading was tentative when the market opened today amid expectations of continued 
volatility. The Dow was up 0.50 at 2,905.20 in the first 90 minutes of dealing as investors 
searched for bargains in the wake of yesterday’s selloff. 

ZZr I | ^ ” Equities markets overseas 

L /\ /-J ■ at appeared to have a mixed res- 

1 U I I I v I ponse to Wall Street’s yester- 

day's decline. Japan's 225-share 
I _ _ Nikkei stock average fell 192.33 

5=*- p I e a g e s 

, . | 526.72-point loss yesterday. 

rnr.nnTrn But in London, stocks were 


Tbe rue id pet moomelO 51.1 biihon from 5990 
cmiUiojk was due largely Exxon | 

^WijWr, 1 1; I • p. r; J i ~ s ri H.Tiv* I ■ • * • • ! 

Revenue for the quarter rose to S26 billion, from 
$23.6 billion a year ago, reflecting a rise in US oH 
imports. 

Earnings for tbe latest six months rose to $2.38 
billion, from 5229 billion, after allowing for tbe 
Alaska cleanup costs. (Kuna) 


Vote to continue US shi 

House of Representatives voted j 


; The US 
iy to con- 


tinue a controversial programme requiring that 75 
per cent of all food a id be shipped on American 
vessels and that part of the cargo be reserved for 
Great Lakes ports. 

The provision passed 283-80 despite objections 
from some members that the so-called Great Lakes 
set-aside would takeaway business from ports in the 
south and east of the country. 
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CONCHEM 


Ban auum or kceujhce 


Now ... Available 

Improved New Formula ★★ 

SLUMP RETAINING Type 

21 st Century Retarding Admixtures Technology 
ASTM C-434 Type ‘D* 
Conchem Concrete Chemical Admixtures 


Conchem WRR 205 Lit/Drum : a KD1 9/Drum Ex-Factory 

Use only 1 25 cc/50 kg cement to pass test 

Conchem KT-Plast/R 205 Ut/Drum KD17/Drum Ex-Factory 

Use only 1 70 cc/50 kg cement to pass test 


Balk Free Delivery 10,250 Ut/Load 

Reduce prices by 750 ffls/205 Lit 


WRR KD1 8.250 and KT-Plast /R id. KD 16.25 0 


British industrial conglomerate Hanson Pic has 
offered to buy state electricity generating company 
PowerGen. 

Wakeham told parliament no decision had been 
taken on whether or not to p ro ceed with a sale to any 
single buyer. 

“i have been approached by Hanson Pic who have 
expressed a firm interest ip making an offer for 
PowerGen Pic," he added. 

“jbe gpverpmept hgs taken no final decision, 
’^though It proposes to pursue discussions with Han-' 

son ^-If-Hahspn^toakes- w'of&r -we shall invite 

' ‘ 1 " 

infi-T!-!.’ U I*-; 1. :.■»*. j ;»l*. • " 

Renters’ shares fall: Shares ofReutera Hold- 
ings Pfc closed almost 15 per cent lower on the 
London stock market after the company said today 
that its rapid growth would slow in the second half of 
this year. 

Renters, an international news and fina nci al infor- 
mation company, reported that pretax profits in the 
first six months of 1990 reached £167.1 million ($305 
million) 22.9 pm cent higher than a year ago. Revenue 
rose 25.5 per cent to £688 J million ($1.26 bilfion). 

Glen Renfrew, managing director and chief 
executive, said in a statement accompanying the 
results: “On balance we expect continued good 
growth but do not think growth rates for tbe full year 
will match those of the first half.” (Renter) 


KD market active 
in short dates 

GENEVA July 24. (KUNA): At tbe 
start of foreign exchange trading in 
Switzerland today, one Kuwaiti 
dinar was trading at 4.7793 Swiss 
francs as against the dosing rate of 
4.7994 yesterday, the Swisa-Kuwaiti 
Bank reported. 

Against the dinar, the German 
marie opened at 5.6100 (5.6251), tbe 
pound sterling 1.8939 (1.8949), 
Japanese yen 512.0886 (512.6750), 
and the US dollar 3.4507 (3.4466). 

In Kuwait, the dinar interbank 
deposit market was active in short 
dates as it resumed business after tbe 
Islamic New Year holiday, dealers 
said. 

Overnight, tomorrow/next and 
spot/next all dealt during the morn- 
ing, but were being quoted, slightly 
lower, as government salaries were 
working their way into the system 
and creating liquidity, they said. 
Fixed dates were generally quiet, and 
one month was quoted at 8-5/8 8-3/8 
per cent, three months at 83-/4 8- 1/2. 
six months at 8-13/16 8-9/16, and 
one year at 8-7/8 8-S/8. The Central 
Bank fixed the dinar at 0.28949/59 to 
the dollar. 



Fed chief 
pledges 
to control 
inflation 

WASHINGTON, Jnly 24, 
(Renter): Tbe Federal Reserve, 
the US central bank, remains 
committed to controlling inflation 
and achieving general price 
stability, chairman Alan Greens- 
pan said today. 

In remarks before a banking 
sabcommittee of the Home of 
Representatives,'' Greenspan said 
the beak’s actions in recent days 
Wrecoi*%tetrt wffti rfsfon^tehn 
policy — that of maintaining a 
tight enough hold oo credit to con- 
trol Inflation yet steer away from 
recession. 

If the 'bank’s policy is main- 
tained, as the Fed intends, the goal 
of general price stability should be 

reached within a few y ears, Green- 
span said. 

But if consumer price inflation 
continues at Jane's steep 05 per 
cent pace, that would be “very 
trowing,*’ he said. 

Greenspan's statements came 
one day alter stock prices on WaH 
Street phnmneted by 56 points 
after faffing as much as 109 points 
in wiM selling. 

The market’s sharp drop was 
attributed in part to confusion 
over Fed policy that arose after 
Greenspan testified before the 
Senate Banking Committee last 
week that the Federal Reserve 
would lower interest rates if it 
thought it was accessary to offset 
a credit crunch. 

His statements were inter- 
preted by some to indicate a 
retreat from the Fed’s fight 
against inflation. 

But today Greenspan stressed 
the Fed's continued stance agamst 
inflation. 

“Continuation of inflation at 
last mouth ’space dearly would be 
very troubling,” he told lawmak- 
ers. 

“I see nothing n the action we 
have taken m recent days that in 
any way alters our past policy,” 
Greenspan said. 

The Federal Open Market 
Committee, the policymaking 
body of the Fed, believes that 
there’s bo trade-off brtween infla- 
tion and real eco n omic growth, 
Greenspan said. 


higher around midday as cash- 
rich institutions took advantage 
of cheaper prices created by yes- 
terday's drop in New York. At 
about noon local time, the Fin- 
ancial Thnes-stock exchange 
100-share index was up 11.6 
points, or 0.5 per cent, at 2.37 1.3. 

Lawrence Helfand, a senior 
strategist with the Rodman and 
Ren s haw investment firm in 
Chicago, said he had been expec- 
ting a correction. “I anticipate 
(Monday's drop) is part of that 
correction. There’s lots of 
■negative news around, with no 1 
.real reason to anticipate any 
positive news." 

Broader measurements of the 
stock market also dropped yes- 
terday for reasons ranging from 
a rash of disappointing cor- 
porate earnings, to revived fears 
ofhigher interest rates, to contin- 
ued anxiety over the federal 
deficit. 

Many strategists also called 
the drop a classic Wall Street 
symptom known as “blue Mon- 
day,” the tendency for prices to 
fall right after weekends. In this 
case, tbe excuse to sell was 
aggravated by the market's sud- 
den weakness laLe Friday. 

“It's tbe kind of shakeout 
we've had before," said Robert 
Farrell, chief market analyst for 
Merrill Lynch and Co. in New 
York. “1 don’t think it's tbe start 
of a really big decline.” 

Many attributed the volatility 
in stocks to the use of high- 
volume computerised strategies 
known as programme trading, 
which critics say can severely 
exaggerate price movements. 

The US dollar strengthened 
against the Japanese yen today 
over news of increasing unrest in 
the Gulf, prompting traders to 
buy the currency regarded as a 
safe haven. 

The dollar closed at 148.70 
yen, up 0/20 yen from yesterday's 
close of 148.15 yen. It opened at 
148.15 yen, and ranged between 
148.05 yen and 148.75 yen. 

Sterling shed some overnight 
losses against the dollar on buy- 
ing for marks by speculators 
from other areas of Asia. 


AN -INTERNATIONAL CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

REQUIRES 

PROJECT ENGINEER/OFFICE ENGINEER 

With 10 to 15 years’ experience in 
Engineering and Procurement for Oil and 
Gas Projects, Hydrocarbon Pipelines 
and Pumping Stations. 

Candidate will be required to follow up and 
monitor the Engineering in all aspects and will 
be responsible for Procurement. 


If interested, please contact on 
Tel: 3980355/6/7 or „ _ . , 

Send your CM. to P.O. Box 509 Salat 
13006 -Salat -Kuwait 
Attn: Personnel Department 


Gap between rich, poor widens 


A research study 


WASHINGTON, July 24, (AP): The gap between . 
rich and poor widened so much in the 1 980s that the 
richest 1 per cent receive nearly as much of 
Americans' total income after taxesas the bottom 40 
percent, a liberal research group said yesterday. 

The bottom 40 per cent will receive 1 4.2 per cent of 

total after-tax income received by all groups in 1990, 
while the top 1 per cent will receive 12.6 percent, the 
centre on budget and policy priorities said. 

“This marks a sharp change from 1 980, when the 
top 1 per cent recdveahalf as much ailer-tax income 
as tlm bottom 40 per oenL" according to the report, 
which was based on an analysis of the congressional 
budget office data on income and taxes. 

The share of income going to those Americans in 
the middle of tbe income scale is lower than at any 
time since tbe end of World War n, the centre said. 

The report also said the richest 15 million people 
have nearly as much total income as the 100 million 
Americans with the lowest incomes. 

Robert Greens tem, executive director of the cen- 
tre, said the changes were due in part to increased 
income from capital gains received by the wealthy. 
Tie findings, he said, were an argument against 
President George Bush’s call for a cut in the tax on- 


capital gains. 

Bush and other advocates of cutting the capital 
gainc tax say it would provide an added incentive for 
people to invest capital in new and expanded busin- 
esses that would create jobs. 

The report said the most affluent Americans 
received large income gains during the '80s, white 
middle income people gained little and the poor fell 
behind. 

The top 1 per cent of the population will reedvean 
expected average of more than $175,000 in capital 
gains income in 1990, up $92,000 from what they 
received in 1980 after adjusting for inflation, the 
report said. 

By contrast, those in the bottom 90 per cent are 
projected to receive an average capital gains income 
of $299 in 1990, up just $12 over the period, it said. 

Shifting federal tax burdens, fuelled by the tax 
changes of the 1 980s, are aisoa factor in the changes, 
according to the report. 

Wealthy households pay a smaller percentage of 
their income in taxes in 1990 than they did in 1980, it 
said, and lower income households pay a larger 
proportion. 



A trader on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange puts his hands 
over his eyes as siock prices drop in New York. (Reuter wirephoto) 


ill- 


C 

workers’ 


costs rise 

WASHINGTON. July 24. (AP); 
Wages, salaries and other benefits 
paid to American workers shot up 5.2 
per cent in the 12 months ending in 
June, the government reported 
today. 

The report was sure to add (o 
analysts' worries that the nation is 
suffering from entrenched inflation. 
Last week, the government reported 
that consumer inflation has risen 5.9 
per cent so far this year, well above 
the 4.6 percent inflation rate for all of 
last year. 

In another sign of higher wage 
pressures, the Labour Department 
said today that major collective set- 
tlements reached so far this year 
provided average wage increases of 
3.8 per cent over tbe life of the pacts, 
up from a 2.5 per cent average 
increase the last time those contracts 
were negotiated. 

The Labour Department said its 
employment cost index, considered 
one of the best gauges ofinfia lionary 
wage pressures, was pushed ahead 
both by rising wage costs and higher 
benefit costs.' 

The 5.2 per cent jump was well 
above the 4.5 per cent increase of a 
year ago for the 12-month period 
ending June 1989, the department 
said. 

Allen Sinai, chier economist at the 
Boston Co., called the government's 
data on rising labour costs “more of 
the same story on inflation." 


Savings, loans bail-out swells June red ink 


WASHINGTON, July 24, (AP): The busiest month 
yet for the savings and loan bail-out ballooned the 
federal budget deficit to SI 1.2 billion in June, a 
month when corporate tax payments usually 
produce a surplus, the government said yesterday. 

The shortfall, compared with a $7.8 billion sur- 
plus in June 1989. brought red ink for the first nine 
months of fiscal 1990 to $163.1 billion more than 
half again as much as the $ 1 05.4 billion deficit at this 
time last year. 

If the deficit continues to accumulate at this pace, 
it could top the record fiscal-year deficit of $221.1 
billion set in 1986. The While House Office of 
Management and Budget is officially forecasting a 
budget gap of $2 1 8.5 billion, just short of the record. 


White House negotiators and congressional 
leaders are attempting to put together a major 
deficit-reduction pact for fiscal 1991, starting Oct 1 . 

At the White House, spokesman Marlin Fiiz- 
waler said President George Bush would sit down 
with the leaders of Congress for daily ‘‘hard bar- 
gaining” sessions for te rest of the week in hopes of 
reaching an agreement. 

“The president wants to give it a major push,” 
Fitzwater said. 

Pessimism about the eventual success of those 
talks contributed tothestock price tumble Monday, 
analysts said. . 

Absent an agreement, OMB projects the 1991 
deficit at $23 1 .4 billion. 
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1 989 was a promising year for economy 

Kuwait’s Gross Domestic Product increased by 24.1 per cent 


I. Developments at a glance 

Ni neteen eighty-nine was a promising year Tor the 
Kuwaiti economy. Positive developments on the 
domestic front made fora revival, albeit a slow one, 
in most sectors of the economy. The end of the Gulf 
war was the most encouraging factor, restoring to 
some degree economic confidence in the region as a 
whole. Also welcome were the continued stability in 
the level of government expenditure, higher 
imports, and a revival of construction activity. 
Internationally, higher oil prices, together with 
Kuwait's increased oil production in 1989, were 
also eftecti ve i n stepping up local economic activity. 

According to the preliminary estimates released 
by the Ministry of Planning, gross domestic 
product (GDP) increased by 2 1.4 per cent in 1989 
after a decline of 4.9 per cent the year before. This 
followed on from the sharp contraction in the GDP 
of 1985/86 and the subsequent impressive growth 
(16.6 percent) in 1987. 

On a less positive note, the long-expected post- 
Gulf war boom did not materialise in 1989. At the 
retail level, consumers re main ed hesitant about 
spending, whilst Kuwait's once flourishing re- 
export trade was unable to revive. Also, the stock 
and real estate markets remained sluggish, making 
it doubtful that a faster rale of economic revival 
could be achieved soon. 

The total amount spent by the government 
remained relatively stable: KD 3.4 billion in 1989. 
Continuing much the same pattern of recent years, 
KD886 million was allotted to wages and salaries, 
KD607 million to development expenditure and 
KD 1 50 million to land purchases. 

Estimates of Kuwait's foreign trade perfor- 
mance are also promising, with the value of total 
visible exports and imports in 1989 expected to be 
around KD3.I billion and KD 1.8 billion, respec- 
tively. The services account is a Iso expected to show 
a net surplus, and the current account for 1989‘s 
balance of payments is estimated to be m the region 
of KD2 billion. This compares favourably with the 
1988 surplus of KD 1 .3 billion. 

The outlook for 1 990 appears to be more promis- 
ing. based on the mood of cautious optimism that 
followed the Joint Economic Commission's recent 
proposals to reactivate the economy. Although oil 
revenue is expected to be slightly lower in 1990, the 
□on-oil sector is likely to show some improvement, 
particularly as a large number of new construction 
projects wUi be implemented. The expectations of 
lower oil revenue in 1990 assume that higher oil 
prices will tend to be offset by Kuwait’s lower level 
of production in accordance with OPEC quotas. 

However, the modest increase expected in gover- 
nment expenditure next year, as well as the auth- 
orities' concern to effect recent amendments to the 
Difficult Credit Facilities Settlement Programme, 
should help spur faster growth for the economy. 

The government is also p lanning to make struc- 
tural changes in the economy in the medium term. 
The new Five Year Development Plan, scheduled 
to commence in July 1990, represents a comprehen- 
sive strategy covering all sectors of the economy. A 
major plank of the development strategy will be to 
adjust the population and labour market imbalan- 
ces by giving a high priority to developing local 
human resources through improved training. At 
present the share of the local labour force hi the 
public sector is comfortably high; the emphasis in 
the new plan is likely to be on the private sector, 
where the participation of Kuwaitis remains 
relatively low. 

The new strategy is expected to support an 
expanded role in developmental efforts for the 
private sector. Increased economic diversification 
is also a top priority; economic planners hope that 
Kuwait wiU be able to offer improved services in the 
Helds of finance, trade, transportation and storage 
during the coming decade. However, diversifica- 
tion will be encouraged only in those areas in which 
Kuwait can be competitive domestically and 
abroad. Agricultural development is an area that is 
also likely to receive greater attention in the coming 
years. 

These strategies, based on a sound, realistic 
approach to the main issues confronting the 
Kuwaiti economy, provide for serious efforts both 
to reactivate the economy and to remove the 
various obstacles that have so far delayed or 
prevented the achievement of more sustainable 
growth rates. The signing of the peace agreement 
between Iran, and Iraq making possible an 
increased emphasis on development projects, is 
expected to bear fruit in terms of increased econ- 
omic activity in the region as a whole. Moreover, 
with world demand for oil projected to rise in the 
1990s and non-OPEC producers reducing their 
crude oil production, the prospects for higher oil 
prices also look somewhat brighter, promising a 
period of renewed prosperity for Kuwait in the 
years ahead. 

If. GDP growth 

After recording impressive growth in 1987. the 
gross domestic product registered a decline in 1988. 

At current prices. GDP for 1988 totalled KD5.571 
million, as against KDS.S87 million in 1987 — a 
negative growth of4.9 percent. In 1987. GDP grew 
by 1 6. 5 per cent of ter a decline of8.6 per cent in 1985 
gnd 13.8 per cent in 1986. 

In 1 988, oil sector GDP totalled KD2.002 million 
against KD2.232 million in the previous year, 
representing a decline of 10.3 percent. On the other 
hand, non-oil GDP declined from KD3.624 million 
in 1987 to KD3370 million, reflecting a negative 
growth of 1.5 per cent, against an 8.3 per cent 
increase in the previous year. 

Several sectors registered some growth in 1988: 
agriculture and fisheries (20.5 per cent), construc- 
tion (4 per cent), financial institutions (1.4 per cent), 
real estate (4.5 per cent), transport, storage and 
comiminica lions (2.2 percent) and restaurants and 
hotels 15.4 per cent). All other sectors recorded 
declines. 

The preliminary estimates of the Planning Minis- 
try show that oil sector GDP grew by 61 .3 per cent 
and non-oil sector GDP grew by 3.6 per cent thus 
giving an overall growth of 21 .4 per cent in 1 989. 

The growth recorded by the non-oil sectors was 
main ly due to the significant increase in the value 
added by petroleum refineries. If this is excluded, 
non-oil sector seem to have registered a negative 
growth or2 percent in 1989. 

Earlier in the year, hopes were raised of an 
impending boom in most sectors following the end 
oft he Gulf war in November 1 988. Such hopes were 
belied later in the year as economic sectors contin- 
ued to face stagnation. The trade sector, for ins- 
tance, continues to be characterised by slackened 
demand, whilst the real estate sector still faces an 
excess supply of commercial and residential build- 
ings. A cutback in development expenditure 
provided for in the 1983/89 budget has reduced the 
pace of construction activity. Activity in the' stock 
market also remains at a low key. 

Ul. OH sector developments 
In November 1989, the oil ministers of the 
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(Opec) raised Kuwait's crude oil production quota 
to 1 .5 mbd for the first half of 1990. The new quota 
represents an increase of 30.5 percent over the 1 . 149 
million bpd quota allotted to Kuwait for the second 
half of 1989. Originally, Kuwait’s quota for the 
second half of 1 989 had been fixed at 1 ,093 mbd. Ln 
view of Kuwait’s insistence on a higher production 
limit, however, the Opec ministerial meeting in 
September revised Kuwait’s quota upward for the 


second half of 1989. Kuwait's quota for the first 
half of 1 989 was 1 .037 million bpd. 

At present, Kuwait's oil production capability 
around 2.5 million bpd, well above the quota set for 
the country. 

According to figures published by the Central 
Bank of Kuwait, the government's oQ revenue 
totalled KD2.735.9 million in 1989 as against a 
revenue of KD 1,557.8 million in 1988. due mainly 
to increased production at relatively low prices. 
During 1988, oil revenue registered a decline of 31. 5 
percent. 

In the area of downstream operation, Kuwait 
Petroleum International (KPI), KPCs marketing 
subsidiary, made significant progress, acquiring oil 
distribution rights in Indonesia during 1989. 
Kuwait plans to open its first “Q8" stations there 
within the next few months and hopes to acquire at 
least 200 outlets altogether over the next two years. 

. KPC’s exploration subsidianr, the Kuwait 
Foreign Petroleum Exploration Company (Kuf- 
pec), made an oil discovery in its North Kairouan . 
concession in T unisia. It has also made a promising 
gas find in Pakistan's Sind province. In addition, 
negotiations are under way with the Soviets on 
possible Kuwaiti participation in oil development 

projects in the USSR. Kufpec's present net produc- 
tion is around 35,000 bpd, and it expects the 
production capacity to rise to 75,000 bpd by 1992. 

A big increase in petrochemical capacity is also 
planned in the near future. AJ ready, the Petro- 
chemical Industries Company plans to boost the 
capacity ofits polypropylene plant at Shuaiba from 
80,000 t/y to 1 00,000 t/y by 1 992/93. Plans to build a 
new KD600 million petrochemical project in 
Kuwait are also under way. 

The Kuwait National Petroleum Company is 
studying the possibility of further upgrading its 
domestic refineries to keep up with the demand for 
high octane fuels. At present Kuwait refines a little 
over two- thirds ofits crude oil outpuL 
IV. The situation and outlook for non-oil sectors 
(0 Trade. 

Although the performance of the trade sector has 
shown some improvement since 1987, it continues 
to be troubled by slackened demand. An excess 
supply of consumer goods remains a feature of the 
market particularly in the case ofdurable consumer 
items. 

Major factors affecting market demand include 
the stagnant trend in wages in the private sector, the 
cautious approach in spending by expatriate work- 
ers in vie w o f uncertain ties about their future stay in 
the country doe to difficulties in transferring spon- 
sorship from one employer to the other, and the 
reduced number of arrivals of new residents to 
Kuwait. 

On the supply side, traders continue to flood the 
market with goods despite slackened domestic 
demand. With virtually no regulations on imports, 
there is a tendency for merchants to import far too 
much, without properly assessing market condi- 
tions. In addition, the Gulf war ceasefire had 
previously raised hopes of an imminent boom in 
Kuwait that never materialised. As a result, some 
traders are now burdened with large inventories of 
unsold goods that have added to the glut in the 
market 

The opportunities provided by transit trade and 
re-exports from Kuwait seem to be on the decline 
due to Kuwait's loss of the competitive edge it had 
enjoyed during the 1970s and early '80s as the main 
outlet for regional trade. The increasing promin- 
ence of Jordan's Aqaba port the creation of 
additional capacity in Iraqi and Saudi Arabian 
ports, and Dubai’s emerg en ce as a major trading 
centre are some of the factors that have adversely 
affected Kuwait’s transit trade activity. 

M indful of these difficulties, the recently appoin- 
ted Joint Economic Commission has mane a num- 
ber of recommendations aimed at reviving the trade 
sector. In particular, proposals to grant trading 
licences only within dearly defined roles, enact a 
comprehensive and dear law on dealership, review 
existing commercial laws, and relax restrictions on 
visitors entering Kuwait should, when implemen- 
ted, go some way towards reviving the trade sector. 
Further proposals, such as increasing the efficiency 
of Kuwaiti port services, offering better storage 
fa rib lies at reasonable rates, and more importantly, 
speeding up the establishment of a free-trade zone 
and creating an export promotion agency to 
explore trading opportunities abroad are all 
measures likely to be usefuL 

A crucial assumption in plans to stimulate trade 
activity is that government expenditure will filter 
down to various economic sectors and encourage 
consumer spending. However, given the current 
psychology of the market, and until the implemen- 
tation or the Joint Economic Commission's recom- 
mendations in the near future, the prospects for this 
appear modest. Further obstacles like port 
clearance fees and charges, rigid re-export 
procedures and the ban on sales seasons also ham- 
per the trade sector. In this setting, it is reasonable 
to expea somewhat modest growth for the trade 
sector in 1990. 

(H)RoaI estate 

The real estate sector has made some recovery in 
the past three years following the slump it faced 
after the 1982 Manakh crisis. Recent market trends 
indicate noticeable stability in the prices of invest- 
ment and commercial real estate in some areas of 
Kuwait. This can be attributed mainly to increased 
residential housing starts, the government’s 
appropriation ofland and optimism brought about 
by the Gulf war ceasefire. Inaddilion, a reversal of 
the downward trend m rental rates has contributed 
to increased real estate investment activity. 

Nevertheless, the real estate market continues to 
face excess supply of commercial and residential 

buildings. Barring a revival of activity in other 
sectors, it is difficult to foresee any increase in the 
demand Tor real estate. 

The Joint Economic Commission made a series 
of recommendations aimed at stimulating activity 
in the real estate sector. These include establishing 
real estate in vestment funds to narrow thedonand- 
supplygapofcommercial and residential buildings, 
increasing private sector participation in housing 
projects and inviting real estate broken to set up a 
com pany to organise sales through public auctions. 
The commission also recommends a review of exist- 
ing rental and leasing laws. 

Such measures, if implemented, are likely to 
bring about some measure of stability to real estate 
prices. These, together with the proposal to transfer 
certain housing projects to the private sector, 
should help stimulate real estate market activity. 

Finally, the increased government outlay of 
KD200 million for land purchases in 1989/90, as 
compared to the KD100 million actually spent in 
1988/89. is another factor likely to improve real 
estate market activity. 

(Ill) Construction 

Long an important driving force of the Kuwaiti 
economy.the constniction sector nevertheless saw 
some decline in its activity during the latter part of 
the 1980s. This was largely due to the government's 
policy of reducing development expenditure. (The 
arnoum budgeted for development expenditure 
remains at a constant level, but actual expenditure 
fluctuates, mostly edging downwards). Following 
the completion of much of the country's major 
infrastructural projects, the government found it 
advisable to cut development spending when faced 
with a soft oil market As a result development 


Kuwait: summary of public finance 1984/85-1989/90) 


(KDMn) 


Fiscal Year 
Ending June 30 

A. Revenues 

1. Oil 

2. Non-oil 

B. Investment income 

C. Expenditure 

1. Current (1) 

A. Wages & Salaries 

B. Goods & Services 

C. Transport equip. 

D. Transfers 

2. Development 

Min. of Pub. Works 
Min. of Electricity 
Min. of Comm. 
Other 

3. Land Purchase 

D. Capital allocations 

E. 

1. Stricto Senau (A — C) 

2. “Official" (A - C - D) 
Z"Officiar'(A+B-C) 


1984/85 

Closing 

Account 

1985/86 

% 

1986/87 
- dosing 
Account 

% 

1987/88 

% 

1988/89 

% 

1988/89 

1989/90 

% 

Closing 

Account 

Change 

Change 

Closing 

Account 

Change 

Closing 

Account 

Change 

Budget 

Est- 

Budget 

Est. 

Change 

2745 

2345 

-14.6 

1731 

— 26.2 

2252 

30.1 

2368 

5.1 

2054 

2231 

8.6 

2494 

2095 

-16.0 

1484 

— 29.2 

1991 

34-2 

2035 

29 

17.89 

1942 

8.6 

251 

250 

-022 

247 

-13 

260 

52 

333 

28.0 

266 

289 

8.7 

1154 

2493 

116.0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ' 

— 

3205 

3106 

-3.1 

2860 

-7 3 

2806 

-1.9 

2999 

6.9 

3444 

3326 

-3.4 

2426 

2382 

-1.8 

2238 

-6.0 

2252 

0.6 

. 2520 

11.9 

2687 

2566 

-4.5 

675 

731 

8.2 

757 

3.6 

793 

4.8 

846 

6.7 

886 

927 

4.6 

382 

298 

-22.0 

209 

-299 

220 

59 

222 

0.6 

264 

261 

1.1 

21 

20 

—4.8 

21 

4.5 

20 

-6.3 

20 

0.5 

26 

28 

7.7 

1348 

1333 

-1.1 

1252 

-6.1 

1219 

-2.6 

1433 

17.5 

1511 

1350 

-10.7 

629 

563 

-10.4 

502 

-11.0 

454 

-9.4 

379 

-16.6 

607 

560 

-7.7 

176 

218 

23 J 

174 

-20.0 

118 

-32.2 

1 12 

-5.4 

211 

204 

-3.4 

366 

305 

— 16.8 

268 

-111 

283 

5.6 

204 

-27.9 

331 

264 

-20.0 

46 

14 

-70.7 

21 

56.3 

19 

-9.5 

12 

-36.6 

23 

23 

-2:2 

40 

28 

-31.0 

39 

40.2 

35 

-10.9 

51 

48.1 

42 

69 

64 3 

150 

161 

7.1 

120 

— 25.3 

100 

-16.7 

100 

0.0 

150 

200 

33.3 

305 

265 

-13.1 

173 

-34.7 

225 

30.1 

237 

5.3 

205 

223 

8.8 

-460 

-760 

65.3 

-1129 

-48.5 

-554 

-50.9 

-631 

13.9 

-1390 

-1095 

-219 

-765 

-1025 

34.0 

-1302 

27.09 

-779 

-409 

-868 

11.5 

-1595 

-1318 

-17.3 

694 

1733 

149.7 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 




Kuwait: Commercial Banks’ Consolidated Balance Sheet 


(KDMflUoa) 

End of Period 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

% 

Change 

Total Assets 

7,599.1 

9,1469 

9,9949 

9985.9 

,9,053.3 

9907.9 

9,9429 

10.4010 

10957.6 

53 

Reserves 

321.6 

625.9 

372.5 

323.0 

335.9 

288.0 

160.9 

411 

38.4 

-8.8 

Cash 

18.8 

22.7 

24.3 

19.7 

24.0 

25.1 

283 

35.5 

23.0 

-9.8 

Balances with CBK 

147.5 

133.5 

72.1 

77.0 

48.8 

49.8 

123.7 

16.6 

15.4 

-73 

CBK Bills 

155.3 

469.7 

276.1 

226.3 

263.1 

213.1 

7.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Foreign Assets 

2945.5 

2951.0 

29019 

2907.6 

2929.6 

2,179.0 

2381-9 

2,476.4 

1838.9 

14.6 

Balances with Foreign Banks 

1,738.5 

1,673.8 

1905.0 

19029 

1366.9 

1309.9 

1398.7 

1995.1 

1,606.7 

153 

Advan. & Disc, to N-residents 

305.9 

382.5 

491.1 

636.7 

571.9 

669.9 

650.7 

696.5 

8283 

189 

Foreign Investments* 

201.1 

194.8 

305.1 

368.6 

290.8 

299.3 

3315 

384.8 

404.0 

5.0 

Claims on Private Sector** 

3.453.6 

4992J 

4,752.6 

5.0453 

5967.8 

5,156.1 

5,4733 

5959.2 

5,471.7 

-33 

Credit Facilities 

3,172.7 

3,897.3 

3,8449 

4,108.8 

4,1983 

4330.0 

4,626.0 

4,7013 

4,743.5 

0.9 

Other*** 

280.8 

3959 

9083 

936.5 

8693 

826.0 

8473 

958.0 

7283 

-24.0 

Other Assets 

1,578.4 

1,976.8 

2,567.9 

1,710.0 

1,420.6 

1,684.0 

1026.6 

2324.3 

1608.6 

173 

Total Liabilities 

7,599.1 

9.1469 

9,9949 

99853 

9,0533 

9.307.9 

9.9415 

10,409.9 

10957.6 

53 

Private Deposits 

3,609.9 

3,855.3 

4,041.8 

4,171.8 

4,120.3 

4324.7 

4,435.7 

4.754.0 

4958.8 

43 

Sight 

956.9 

857.0 

787.6 

588.8 

. 565.8 

584.8 

636.9 

549.7 

525.9 

-49 

Savings 

307.7 

336.8 

406.1 

355.0 

473.4 

517.5 

646.0 

596.1 

573.0 

-3.9 

Time 

1,7259 

2997.3 

29179 

2,473.4 

2911.9 

2,466.8 

11533 

2387.1 

15423 

113 

Foreign Currencies 

5959 

333.0 

597.4 

717.8 

5573 

649.0 

983.3 

1909.8 

13963 

-1.0 

Certificate of Deposits 

24.9 

319 

329 

36.9 

12.1 

6.6 

16.1 

112 

21.0 

711 

Government Deposits 

211.0 

393.8 

3629 

3873 

385.5 

226.6 

1873 

• 93.6 

111.7 

19.3 

Foreign Liabilities 

1,264.1- 

1,530.0 

1950.4 

1960.7 

19609 

, 1314.0 . 

13059. 

,1361.9 

..1.479.6... 

,.173. . 

Deposits from N-residents 

0.0 

1,520.5 

1950.4 

1937.0 

1336.1 

1.191.8 

1,183.9 

13314 

1. 452.9 

17.9 

Banks 

— 

1331,1 

1,4109 

1,430.9 

19503 

1,103.8 

1,111.3 

1,163.9 

19043 

12.1 

Others 



189.4 

140.1 

106.1 

85.9 

88.0 

72.6 

68.5 

148.7 

117.1 

Other Liabilities 

— 

9.5 

0.0 

23.8 

243 

229 

21.9 

29.6 

26.7 

-9.8 

Capital & Reserves 

411.0 

576 9 

664.4 

8239 

839.9 

898.8 

1,001.9 

1,049.5 

1.049.4 

0.0 

Other liabilities 2,103.0 2,7909 39759 2,6429 2947.3 2,743.8 

* Consists mainly of 'bonds and other shares. 

** Including <Mnms on specialised banks and fmancial institutions . 

*** The major part consuls of claims on specialised banks tmd tlx remaining pari of local investments. 

3.1110 

33410 

3,358.1 

3.6 


expenditure average KD505 million per annum 
from 1983-89 as compared to KD750 million from 
1978-83. 

The jolt that the construction sector suffered in 
1988 and 1989 can be traced directly to the cutback 
in government spending on development projects. 
In 1987/88 the government budgeted KD650 
million for development expenditure; actual expen- 
diture, however, amounted to only KD4S4 minion 
Similarly, in 1988/89 actual expenditure feUKD228 
million short of the budgeted amount. 

Despite these developments, the present outlook 
for the construction sector is optimistic for a num- 
ber of reasons. Firstly, the war-time lull in construc- 
tion activity has given way to a rash of new projects 
spearheaded by government efforts to increase the 
number of infrastructural projects in Kuwait. 


the Ministry of Public Works (MPW), and the 
Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW) has been 
set at KD 560 million. The largest project currently 
underway is the MEW’S Subiya Power Station, 
which is expected to cost KD470 mini on. Other 
important schemes include building extensions to 
the Amiri Diwan and Bayan Palace, e xpanding the 
Kuwait University campus, building a 30- 
kilometrc causeway from Kuwait City and 
Bubiyan and Iraq Water Pipelines, and construct- 
ing a national sewage network. All these projects 
are bring implemented over a three-year period. 

Secondly, with 30,000 Kuwaitis currently wait-' 
ing up to right years for new houses, the govern- 
ment is giving high priority to the bousing sector. 
Apart from going ahead with its current plans to 
build 27,000 new bousing units, the National Hous- 
ing Authority (NHA) is stepping up efforts to 
increase private sector participation in housing 
developments. In June 1989, die NHA awarded 
contracts for 900 housing units, to be built in 
Kuwait's coastal area, to private contractors. 
According to the NHA, the housing projects it 
proposes to take up during 1990/91 will cost 
KD120 million; a total expenditure or KD876 
million is estimated for the housing projects during 
the Fourth Five-Year Plan (1990-1995). 

Thirdly, long-term prospects for the construc- 
tion market in neighbouring countries are also 
promising now that tbcGuifwarhasfinallycome to 
an end. However, one deterrent remaining for 
Kuwait's contractors wishing to take up such 
projects is the unavailability of financing. 

Finally worth noting are the Joint Economic 
Commission's recommendations which aim 
primarily at increasing the share of local contrac- 
tors in construction work. The proposals to review 
the general tender laws, as wdl as to modify the 
present system of transferring sponsorship form 
one employer to another after a period of three 
years, are likely to have a positive impact on the 


construction sector. 

(!v) Manufacturing. 

During the period from 1974-80, the manufac- 
turing sector m Kuwait (apart from oQ refining) 
eqjoyed an average annual growth rate of 8.7 per 
cent The subseque n t downturn in the price of oil 
led to a reversal in the sector’s fortunes, with man- 
ufacturing GDP dechmng an average of 2 percent 
per annum between 1980 and 1987. The 1987-88 
period was a particularly difficult one, with man- 
ufacturing GDP (at current prices) decline 83 per 
cent from KLD803.6 million in 1987 to KD7373 
milli on m 1988. 

Such a performance is due mainly to the lack ofa 
dear industrial strategy in Kuwait. Enterprises 
sprang up in the boom days of the seventies, with no 
proper assessnugitof their technical, commercial or 
economic viability, particularly in the import-sub- 
stitution industries having been made. 

Nevertheless, a number of selected manufactur- 
ing projects, particularly in the areas of food, 
beverage; ana construction materials, have been 
successful. 



Kuwait’s aO revenue 


Year 

Qtr 1 

Qtr 2 

Qtr 3 

(KDMn) 
Qtr 4 Total 

1986 

506.9 

4039 

258.8 

275.3 

1444.9 

1987 

478.5 

473.0 

7083 

6119 

22716 

1988 

3683 

358.1 

406.7 

424.7 

1557.8 

1989 

5210 

6813 

7016 

830.0 

2735.9 


In a move to protect the manufacturing sector 
from foreign competition, the Commerce and 
Industry Ministry recently imposed tariffs on a 
□umber of imported items. Duties of 1 0-25 per cent 
have been imposed on items where local industries 
meet up to 10 per cent of domestic demand. Where 
local production meets 75 per cent or more oflocal 
demand, imports of such commodities have been 
harmed. The bulk of the items coveted by the tariffs 
are products for the construction sector, but some 
consumer and intermediate goods are also 
included. This measure, coupled with the govern- 
ment's requirement that foreign contractors 
operating in Kuwait use locally produced materials 
is expected to give a boost to the manufacturing 
sector, which is presently under-utilising its 
production capacity. 

V. Fiscal poBcy development* 

Kuwait^ basic. fiscal policy framework remains 
one of rationalising public expenditures, develop- 
ing sources of non-oil revenue, isolating govern- 
ment expenditure from fluctuations in ou market 


developments and maintainmg the level of public 
expenditure in order to sustain a steady rate of 
economic growth. 

During the fiscal year 1 988/89, total revenue was 
5.2 per cent higher than actual revenue for 1987/88 
ana 15.3 per cent higher than the year's budget 
estimate. Oil revenue (85.9 per cent of total 
revenue) increased by 2.2 per cent due to the 
improvement in oil prases and the' increased quota 
of oil production to 1.037 million bpd in the first 
half of 1989. Non-oil revenue, however, increased 
by 28.0 per cent. This increase can be explained by 
the imposition of residence fees for non-Kuwaitis, a 
new levy of airport fees, and most importantly, a 
new tax on foreign companies doing business in 
Kuwait. 

As in recent years, public expenditure in 1988/89 
fell short of budget estimates. Although total 
expenditure increased 6.9 per cent from the ycfngi 
amount spent in the previous fiscal year, it was 12.9 
per cent lower than the 1988/89 budget estimate. 
Most or this shortfall was borne by development 
expenditure — as against the budget estimate of 
KD6Q7 million, the actual expenditure for develop- 
ment projects was KD379 million. Current expen- 
diture in 1988/89 was 11 .9 per cent higher than the 
actual expenditure of the previous year, despite a 
reduction in spending unrelated to development 
and the government’s intention to rationalise 
current expenditure. 

However, it may be noted that during 1988/89, 
the actual Current expenditure was lower by KD167 
million (or 62 per amt) than the budgeted amount 
for the year, mainly ou account of the cutback ou 
transfers. 

Asaresidt, the deficit on the government account 
was reduced to KD868 million as against tire 
estimated deficit of KD1 ,595 million. 

The budget for 1989/90 estimates total revenues 
of KD2.231 million as compared to the actual 
KD2.368 million revalue of 1988/89. Ofl revenue 
during the year is estimated to decline from last 
year’s level by KD93 million and non-oil revenue 
by KD44 million. 

While current expenditure is estimated to 
increase marginally during tbc year, development 
expenditure is projected to increase by KD181 
million. Government spending on land purchases is 
projected to increase by KD 100 million. 

The budget deficit for 1989/90 is projected at 
KD1.318 million as against the 1988/89 deficit 
estimataof KD 1 ,595 million and the actual 1988/89 
defiritofKD868 million. This deficit is wdl covered 


1 

Gross domestic product at 





1906 

50.8 

1987 

523 

(KDMn) 


current prices 



Sector 

Restaunmts 

1985 

54.4 

1988 

55.0 





(CD Mo) 

and Uoteb 
Transport, 

(19.6) 

270.0 

(-6.6) 

268.7 

ss 

(5-4) 

263.6 

Sector 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

Storage, 

(20) 

(-3.1) 

wif 

(23) 

Ofl 

29833 

1679.1 

22323 

20013 

Financial 

221.6 . 

112.0 

148.7 


(—123) 

(-43-p 

(32-9) 

36423 

(-103) 

Institutions 

(-20.0) 

(-493) 

(310) 

0-4) 

Nev-ofl 

28473 

33473 

3569.8 

Insurance 

19.4 

143 

14.0 

133 » 


(-4.5) 

117-6) 

(83) 

(-1-5) 


(-15.1) 

(26.9) 

(-1.0) 

(— 1-0) 

Agriculture & 

Fisheries 

Manufacturing 

39.4 

41-8 

493 

603 

Real Estate A 

259.9 

488.6 

526-4 

5503 

IB? 

(63) 

595.4 

£? 

£? 

Bus. Soy. 

Community, Social A 

(-9.6) 

1135.6 

(88.0) 

11823 

(7.7) 

12193 

(43) 

11983 

Eteciritity 

(263) 

(55.7) 

(35.0) 

(-83) 

Personal Scr. 

(7.3) 

(4.1) 

eft? 

(-1.7) 

- 1503 


-293 

-423 

GDP at 

5898.7 

50593 

5608.7 

Gas. Water 
Construction 

(-15-5) 

2593 

(-53.7) 

1813 

(-57 3) 
1473 


poteen prices 
Import Duties, etc. 

(-6.6) 

-6835 

(- 143) 
-32.98 

(16.6) 

-40.97 

(-4.9). 

-3732 

Wholesale A 

(-4.8) 

(-30.1) 

(-183) 

JO 

GDP st 

5830.4 ' 

5026.4 

5856.7 

5571 A 

424.0 

521.7 

4783 

Purchase Vafae 

(-8.6) 

(-13.8) 

(163) 

(-4.9) 

Retail Trade 

t— 19.7) 

(23.0) 

(-»-<) 

(-2D) 

Note: Figures m brackets indicate percentage growth rases. 


previous year, the increase in public expenditure 
indicates a modest shift towards expansion com- 
pared to the policy of fiscal restraint ‘Ollovred mikc 
1983/54. However, given the fact that budgets have 
been consistently underspent — by an avrrage of 
9 3 per cent — over the past five years, the expected 
fiscal expansion is minimal. 

VI. Monetary policy development* 

Major momkaiy policy developments pertain to: 
(i) the new interest rate structure and fii) the use of 
public debt instruments as tools of monetary 
policy. 

On Dec 1 1 1988 the Central Bank introduced a 
new structure of -atps linking interesting rates oh 
both lending and deposits with a key rate (discount 
rate). The measure was aimed primarily at narrow- 
ing the gap between KD and international interest 
rates and was a response to capital outflow from 
Kuwait and the increased demand for deposits in 
foreign currencies. 

As pan of the decision to introduce the new 
interest rate structure, the discount rate was revised 
upwards from 5 percent to 7.5 per cent. The effect 
of this measure was a marked shift from deposits in 
foreign currencies to mainly KD fixed deposits. As 
the table below shows, foreign currency depends 
declined by KD 13.0 million or 1 per cent in 1989 
compared to a growth of KD 326 J million or 332 
per cent in 1988. At the same time, KD time 
deposits grew by KD255.1 million (11.2 per cent) 
compared to a growth of KD 133.8 million (6.2 per 
cent) in 1988. 

Under the new interest rate policy, minimum 
markups over the discount tarn were specified for 
deposits of various maturities. The market showed' 
an increased preference for deposits of longer 
maturity. 

The major development in the public debt 
programme was, the raising of the original ceding 
on the issue oTnew debt instruments from KD l ,400 
million la KD3.000 million as per Decree No 13 of 
1989. Apart from financing the budget deficit, 
other objectives behind managing the treasury 
issues were maintaining a stable level of domestic 
liquidity and the KD interest rate at appropriate 
levels. However, managing the economy domestic 
liquidity is expected to be done largely through the 
Central Bank's open market operations. 

At the end of 1989, the total outstanding of 
public debt instruments reached KD2.186.3 
minion. Of these, the Central Bank's holdings 
amounted to KD3I6.0 million, or 14.5 percent of 
the total, and the holdings of commercial banks 
amounted to KD 1,143.0 railfcon. forming 52.3 per 
cent or the total outstanding. The remainder was 
held by specialised banks and others. 

Commercial bank holdings of public debt ins- 
truments amounting to KD1 143.0 million at the 
end of 1989 more or less match the amount of 
Central Bank debt they held prior to the 
programme in the form of CBK bills and deposits 
with the CBK. TlBs means that there was simply a 
substitution of one form of debt foranotber. • 
The Central Bank actively In t e fre tted 1 ^rf^thc 
secondary market for treasury bills (open, market 
operations) .The volume of treasury bub traded in 
the secondary market in the third quarter of 1989 
alone amounted to KD638 million, against KD163 
million m the second quarter. 

Money market rates were firmer during the first 
half of 1989 but softened in the second half of the 
year. The bench-mark three-month inter- bank rate 
moved up by 0.72 percent to 9.53 per cent in June 
from the December 1988 level. Between June and 
December, the three-month inter-bank rate drop- 
ped by 1.16 per centage points to 8.37 per cent m 
December J989. However, the average three- 
month interest rate for the second half ofl 989 was 
higher by 1.7 per centage points than that of the 
corresponding period of 1988. 

Firmness of themoney market in the first half of 
1989 can be attributed primarily to an upward 
revision in the discount rate in December 1 988 and 
the consequent markup of deposit rates by banks. 
The downward bias of the KD and the narrowing of 
the KD/S interest rate differential contributed to ' 
the easiness in the KD money market rates were 
kept inside the rapge within which the Central Bank 
wanted to maintain the KD interbank interest 
rates. 

Money market rates for short-term deposits 
(overnight and one week), which traditionally show 
a great degree of volatility, continued to fluctuate. 

During 1989, the KD exchange rate trends were 
mixed. On a year-on-year basis, the KD weakend 
against the dollar by 4.9 per cent, against the 
Deutsche mark by 5.9 per cent, while against the 
sterling and the Japanese yen the KD rose by 8 J per 
cent and 9.8 per cent, respectively. 

However, on an average basis, the KD 
depreciated by 5 J per cent against the dollar, wbik 
it strengthened by 2.93 percent against the sterling, 
1-9 per cent against the Deutsche mark, and 1.8 
agamst the Japanese yen. 

VU. Banking developments 
Toe published figures on commercial hanks per- 
formance in 1989 show that the aggregate balanc e 
sheet footing of banks increased by 5 J per cent (or 
KD 555.6 million) during the year, against an 
increase or 4.6 per cent or KD 459.5 million) in 
1 988. On the assets side, while local assets increased 
by 2.4 percent in 1989 against an increase of 3 -5 per 


cent in 1988, foreign assets were up by 14.6 percent 
as agamst 8 J per cent increase in 1988. Foreign 

assets at the cud ofl 989 accounted for 25.9 pa cent 
of the total assets compared with just only 23.8 per 
oent a year earlier. 

During the period total credit facilities extended 
bank* idbowI . by KD42.3 million, against an 
increase of KD7&2 million during 1988 and 296 
mdhon w 1987. The rectors that accounted for the 
1989 increase in credit were trade and personal 
facilities; credit to the real estate and construction 
sectors registered declines. construction 


issue of public debt instruments, viz., treasury bills 
and bonds. 

Alth ough the thrust of fiscal policy for the. 
current year is broadly unchanged from the 


***“■ .** °n both sight and 
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Kuwait 


million in 1989. Thus the value or 
total exports to likely to be around 
KD3,10O million as compared to 
KD2.166 million in 1988 and 
KD2.304 million in 1987. 

The value of Kuwait's imports 
amounted to KD 1,661 million in 

1986, KD 1,531 million in 1987 and 
KD 1,714 million in 1988. Thus in 

1987, imports decreased by 7.8 per 
cent (KD 130 million,), whereas in 

1988, they increased by 12 per cent 
(KD183 million). 

In the first nine months (January- - 
September) or 1989, the value or 
imports totalled KJD 1,398 million 
compared to KD 1, 103 million in the 
comparable period of 1988. It has 
been observed that normally imports 
between October and December did 
not register any substantial increase 
on account of seasonal factors and 
account closing for the year’s end in 
December. Assuming another KD 
350 million of imports in the last 
three months of the year, it is reason- 
able to expect the value of imports to 
reach a level of KD 1750 million in 

1989, 

On the basis of the above expecta- 
tions, Kuwait’s trade account will 
record a surplus ofKD 1 ,350 million 
The net surplus of the balance of 
services in the balance of payments 
stood at KD 1,151 milli on in 1988 
agai n st KD 666 million in 1987. 
Given that there were no negative 
factors to influence the net surplus 
position of the services account m 
1989, the year is likely to end up with 

a current account surplus of over 
KD2,Q00 million, as compared to the 
current account surplus of KD 1,315 
million recorded in 1988. 

IX. Other policy developments: 
proposal* for re-activating the 
economy. 

The Joint Economic Commission, 
constituted according to instructions 
from His H ighness the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister, recently made a 
set of recommendations for reviving 
the economy. These recommenda- 
tions are to be implemented 
gradually in the course of the first 
half of 1 990. The basic proposals are 
to: (1) expand the role of tne private 
sector in the economy, (ii) increase 
the participation of the Kuwaiti 
workforce in the private sector, (ill) 
review existing legislation in areas 
related to the economy, especially 
rental, sales and tender laws, (iv) 
close, merge or consolidate compan- 
ies and corporations whose perfor- 
mance has been consistently unsatis- 
factory , and (v ) make information on 
the. country’s foreign trade anti- 
national business available, to 
..^de^aooTmakeni:^., , ir - r 

Tbc commission ha£ also .glade-, . 
specific recommendations for 'the' 
various economic sectors. Their 
proposals are discussed in section £11 
of this report. 

.Recommendations have also been 
made concerning the Central Bank's 
Difficult Credit Facilities Settlement 
Programme (announced on August 
10. 1986), which envisages a 10*15 
year timetable for debtors to settle 
their indebtedness to banks. To 
improve the programme's effective- 
ness, the commission called for set- 
tling those debts of up to KD250,000 
by using co [lateral and cancelling the 
uncertain portion of the outstanding 
debL It recommends that the portion 
of debts not covered by guarantees 
and mortgages should be written off 
altogether. 

Under the package, any debtor 
owing more than KD250.000 can 
join the settlement if he presents the 
bank with cash or any other assets 
that would reduce bis debts to KD 
250,000. Alternatively, the commis- 
sion suggests that debtors be allowed 
to trade the collateral they have lod- 
ged with their banks to increase its 
value. In that event, debtors would be 
able to retain 20 per cent of the profits 
and capital gains, up to KD 120,000 
with the remainder going to the 
banks. However, if the debtors lose 
money through trading, the value of 
their liabilities will not be increased. 

The proposal to settle debts of less 
than KD25.000 is designed to give 
small debtors some relief and also 
help commercial banks which are 
burdened with following up clients 
and other administrative tasks. The 
commission further suggests that the 
banks trade their assets mortgaged 
under the Settlement Programme 
among themselves in order to ration- 
alise their holdings, reduce the num- 
ber of debtors they deal with and save 
on overheads. 

The total value of non-performing 
loans of banks is now estimated at 
KD2.20U million, representing 1,350 
debtors registered under the Set- 
tlement Programme. Of this total, 
collateral-backed indebtedness is 
estimated KD900 million, leaving a 
gap of KD 1,300 million. 

Those whose debts amount to 
KD 250. 000 or less account for 54.2 
per cent of l he total number of deb- 
tors, while their debts constitute 2.5 
per cent of total debts. Collateral 
covers about KDI5 million of their 
debts of KD 55 million, leaving a 
shortfall of KD40 million. 

WriridgoffThedebisofindividuals 
owing less than KD250.000 will 
relieve them of uncertainty and 
thereby create a more favourable 
environment for economic revival. 

On the other hand, the proposal to 
settle debts above KD250.000 will 
encourage those deficit debtors 
whose loans are not backed by 
collators! to come forward and reach 
an agreement with their banks. 

X. Capital market development 

Stock market activity remained 
sluggish during 1989, with the total 
value and volume of shares traded 
registering marked declines. During 
the year the total shares traded was 
1 .6 billion, which was 42.4 per cent 
lower than the previous year, and the 
total value of shares traded KD502 
million was lower by 29.4 per cent 
than the year before. Although the 
cessation of the Gulf war bad initially 
raised hopes of a revival in activity, 
the uncertain outlook for the listed 
companies affected market sen- 
timents widely. Nevertheless, the 


Public debt plan 


THE LAUNCHING of the 
public debt programme in 
November 1987 was a major 
development in remaking 
Kuwait’s monetary policy. Two 
debt instruments issued by the 
government, viz. treasury bills 
and treasury bonds, gave the 
Central Bank a new monetary 
tool to counter the expansionary 
(and contractionary) effect of 
government spending. The 
government’s fiscal restraint 
following the softening of the 
world oil market brought to the 
fore the danger of excessive 
reliance on government expen- 
diture to determine the pace of 
monetary growth in the domestic 
economy. 

The sizeable volume of resour- 
ces that the public borrowing 
programme commands — the 
law originally permitted the issue 
of treasury bills and bonds with a 
value up to KD 1,400 million at 
any point oftime, and the ceiling 
was later raised to KD3.000 
million — should enable the Cen- 
tral Bank to exert some influence 
on the economy's liquidity level. 

The Central Bank manages the 
public debt and issue loans on 
behalf of the Ministry of Finance 
under powers derived from Arti- 
cle 34(1 ) of Law No. 32 or 1968 
concerning currency, the Central 
Bank of Kuwait and the organ- 
isation of banking business in 
Kuwait. Also, according to the 
provisions of Article 26(h), the 
Central Bank is empowered to fix 
the amounts allocated for the 
purchase and discount of Public 
Securities or Government 
treasury bills. While the Central 
Bank manages the public debt 
under the statutory obligation to 
the government as its banker, the 
Central Bank's powers to 
operate in the securities market 
are aimed at minimising fluctua- 
tions in the money supply. The 
latter is known as an open 
market operation. 

The efficacy of open market 
. operations depends on the .type 
and amount of assets the Central 
Bank can hold in is portfolio, and 
the size and depth of the market 
for government securities. 

Kuwaiti commercial banks are 
the major purchasers of the 
treasury bills and bonds issued 
by the government. Banks can 
buy debt instruments freely when 
they have surplus funds. Invest- 
ments in debt instruments are 
treated as liquid assets by the 
Central Bank under its man- 
datory liquidity requirements. 
As such, the liquidity stipulation 
sets a floor on their ability to sell 
them. 

Following the launching of the 
publicdebt programme, the Cen- 
tral Bank took the initiative in 
developing a secondary market. 
However, the magnitude of the 
Central Bank's open market 
operations can be determined 
only if figures are provided on the 
Bank’s sales and purchases of 
treasury instruments. 

The experience of some indus- 
trialised countries shows that the 
effectiveness of open market 
operations depends a great deal 
on the secondary market, when 
should offer investors a wide 
range of government securities. 
Likewise, the volume of transac- 
tions should be substantial, to 
allow investors to vary their por- 
folios. They must also have the 
option of switching operations 
from short-dated to long-dated. 
Kuwait still needs to gain 
experience in the secondary 
market for government 


Recommended 

Prospects for a 
free trade zone 

IN DECEMBER 1989, the newly appointed Joint Economic Commis- 
sion recommended that efforts be made to speed up the creation of a 
free trade zone as one of several means of reviving Kuwait's moribund 
trade sector. The idea had been first put forward by Kuwait’s Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry as far back as 1960. It was not. however, 
until the 1980s and the subsequent downturn in the price of oil, that a 
pressing need for economic diversification made the creation of a free 
trade zone — one of several available options — attractive. 

Essentially, a free trade zone is a special-enclave within which firms, 
mostly foreign manufacturers, produce goods for export. Usually, free 
zones provide for the duty-free import of raw materials and inter- 
mediate goods, tax exemptions, subsidised utilities, reduced adminis- 
trative procedures and plentiful warehousing facilities. Such privileges 
are often subject to the condi lion that almost all of the output produoed 
within the zone be exported. 

For Kuwait, there are several benefits to be gained from setting up a 
free trade zone within its borders: 

0) A revival of the re-export business: the absence of import and 
export duties on reexport goods together with less time-consuming 
administrative procedures at the ports would aid greatly in reviving 
Kuwait's re-export trade. 

(ii) Stimulation of the local services sector, creating a free trade zone 
would necessarily help activate Kuwait's services sector, particularly 
banking, insurance and hotels. 

(iii) Investment opportunities: a free zone would offer local 
entrepreneurs alternative investment channels. 

(iv) Excess port capacity would be utilised: Kuwait has already 
invested heavily in port facilities, and a free trade zone would maximise 
the benefits of this investment. 

What are the prospects for the creation of a free trade zone wiLhin 
Kuwait? First, Kuwait’s ports already provide many of the basic 
services required of a free trade zone. These include duty-free imports 
and exports of most goods, cheap utilities and tax holiday of a t least ten 
years on corporate profits. Second, Kuwait's re-export business stands 
to gain a great deal from increased activity in neighbouring countries. 

In spite of these advantages, however, Kuwait's chances of compet- 
ing with free trade zones elsewhere in the Gulf remain limited in the face 
of certain constraints. For example, complicated procedures at the 
ports often cost traders a great deal in valuable time. Also, the port fees 
at Dubai's free trade zone, Jebel AJi, are considerably lower than those 
in Kuwait. In Jebel Ali, 1 00 percent business ownership by aforeigner is 
permitted, whilst 51 per cent ownership by a Kuwait national is 
obligatory in Kuwait _ " _ 

Although Kuwait lags behind regional competitors in several res- 
pects, nevertheless it has-enonnoos potentiatfor development A- free 
zone within Kuwait’s borders would offer a welcome boost to the 
country's trade sector which in turn would stimulate many other 
economic sectors, particularly services. 


Growth of Private Sector Deposits 
with Commercial Banks 



Sight 

Savings 

Time 

CDs 

(KD Ma, 
Foreign Total 

1986 

19.1 

44.1 

-45.1 

-5.5 

Carrtacy 

91.8 

104.4 

(3-4) 

(9.3) 

(-1.8) 

(-45.5) 

(16-5) 

(2-5) 

1987 

52.1 

128.5 

-313.5 

9.5 

334.3 

211.0 

(8.9) 

(24.8) 

(-12.7) 

1143.9) 

(51.5) 

(5.0) 

1988 

-87.2 

-50.0 

133.8 

-3.9 

326.5 

319.2 

(-13.7) 

(-7.7, 

(6.2, 

(-24.2) 

(33.2) 

(7-2) 

1989 

-23.8 

-23.1 

255.2 

8.8 

-13.0 

203.9 

(-*4.3) 

(-3.9) 

(11.2) 

(72.1) 

(-1.0) 

(4-3) 


Note: Figures in brockets indicate percentage growth. 


Treasury BiUs and Bonds 




Hdd 

Held by 

(KD Mo) 
Hdd 


Total 

by 

Local 

by 

Outstanding 

Issued 

CBK 

Banks 

Ottos 

1987 

638.0 

62.0 

(9.7) 

509.0 

(79.8) 

67.0 

(10.5) 

1988 

1394.5 

441.0 

(31.6) 

680.0 
• (48.8) 

243.0 

(17.4) 

1989 

2186.3 

316.0 

(14.5) 

1 143.0 
(52.3) 

727.0 

(33.3) 


Note: Figures in brackets indicate the percentage share of total. 


securities in order to cope with a 
full-sale open market operation. 

At any rate, the government's 
public debt programme has 
equipped the Central Bank with 
a powerful monetary tool to 


influence the liquidity level in the 
monetary system with the poten- 
tial to insulate the domestic econ- 
omy from fluctuations in the 
money supply caused by varia- 
tions in public expenditure. 


moves of many companies to buy 
their own shares (companies are all- 
owed to buy 10 per cent of their 
shares) at market prices provided the 
market with some support. _ 

The banking sector continued to 
occupy the first place in the capital 
market, accounting in 1989 for 63 per 
cent of the total volume of shares 
traded and 82 percent of the value of 
shares traded. This is attributed 
primarily to expectations of a better 
performance by the National Bank 
of Kuwait. NBK registered a record 
profit for 1989 of KD35 million and 
distributed 20 per cent cash 
dividened and 15 per cent bonus 
shares. The perception by investors 
that holding bank shares is the most 
secure form of investment is suppor- 
ted by the fact that the government 
has committed itself to maintaining 
the banking sector’s stability ia addi- 
tion to guaranteeing shareholder and 
depositor rights. 

Non-Kuwaiti companies occupied 
second place, accounting for 17.6 per 
cent of the trading volume and 2.6 
per cent of the total value or shares 
traded. , . . . 

In the primary market Tor dodos. 
the Kuwait International Investment 
Company led a KD 20 million 
domestic bond issue for the Com- 
mercial Bank of Kuwait. The issue, 
launched in October 1989. carried a 
maturity of five years and an interest 
rate of 8 5/8 percentand was the first 
to be issued by a privately owned 
institution since 1987. 

The only other issue to take place 
in the primary market for bonds in 
1989 was that of Certificate of 
Deposit by the Kuwait Foreign 


Trading. Contracting and Invest- 
ment Company on behalf of the 
Bahrain Arab and African Bank. 
The issue, which took place in 
December, was worth J75 million 
with a maturity of three years. 

As a result of the slow pace of 
activity in the official stock market 
the authorities are presently con- 
sidering allowing banks and invest- 
ment companies to issue mutual 
funds (unit trusts). These funds 
would be targezted primarily at small 
investors among Kuwaitis and 
expatriate workers, and would be lis- 
ted in theKuwait Stock Exchange. A 
large portion of the funds is exported 
to be invested locally, which could 
generate demand for shares. The 
government could also introduce 
options and forward deals. 

Aware of the stock market's distin- 
ctive importance in Kuwait the Joint 
Economic commission made a num- 
ber of recommendations aimed at 
reviving its activity . In a move to turn 
the market toward fundamentals, the 
Commission has called for publish- 
ing tbc financial statistics of compan- 
ies twice a year and for disclosing 
sufficient information, for use by 
investors, on listed companies. 

Other suggestions include expand- 
ing the market’s base through 
increased registration of Kuwaiti 
and non-Kuwaiti companies and 
encouraging the conversion of suc- 
cessful family-owned companies into 
public shareholding companies. The 
commission also urged the stock 
exchange to play an active role in 
facilitaung mergers and acquisitions 
of companies. Finally, it recommen- 
ded legislation to permit companies 


to issueconvertibletiebentures to fin- 
ance their projects, hence adding a 
new instrument to the capital 
market. 

XI. Outlook for 1990 

Overall. 1990 looks set to be the 
start of a new phase of development 
for the Kuwaiti economy as a whole. 
With the oil prices remaining firm, 
the outlook for the oil sector is 
promising. The imploementation of 
a wide range of re-vitalising 
measures, as recommended by the 
Joint Economic Commission, will 
provide a much needed boost to 
economic growth. Although the 
thrust of fiscal policy will remain 
unchanged from the previous year, a 
modest shift towards expansion can 
be expected. Publicdebt instrumepts 
will provide the government with 
greater flexibility in, pursuing fiscal 
policy. Among the non-oil sectors, 
the outlook for the construction sec- 
tor is optimistic; there are a number 
of on-going sectors, the outlook for 
the construction sector is optimistic; 
there are a number of on-going 
projects, and several more are 
scheduled to be implemented in the 
coming year. Increased construction 
activity will have some spill-over 
effects on the trading and real estate 
sectors. 

Over the medium term, the Five 
Year Development Plan ( 1990-95) — 
with its emphasis on developing local 
human resources through improved 
training and skill development and 
activation of the role or private sector 
in development efforts — should set 
the pace for further development of 
the Kuwaiti economy. 

(Courtesy: NBK) 
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GATT Director General Arthur Dunkai answers reporters questions af a press serious bargaining during (he crucial GATT meetings in Geneva this week 
conference In Geneva on Monday, where he urged delegates to get down to (Reuter wirepholo) 

‘Time is running out’ 

No progress made on trade talks: Third World 


GENEVA, July 24. (Reuter): Third World 
delegates complained at world trade talks 
yesterday that negotiations to liberalise inter- 
national commerce had failed to make 
adequate progress. 

David Woods, a spokesman for the 96- 
nation Gatt world trade forum, said the com- 
mon threat at the opening of this week's 
session of the Uruguay Round of talks was: 
“We should be further through the negotia- 
tions than we are and time is critically short." 

The Uruguay Round, named afLer the 
country where it was begun in 1986 under the 
auspices of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade, is due to end in December in 
Brussels with accords setting patterns for 
world trade into the next century. 

The session in Geneva this week was aimed 
at drawing up framework agreements cover- 
ing 15 sectors of trade, from textiles to trade 
marks: • i 

Gatt director-general Arthur Dunkel said 
all countries were politically committed to 
freeing international commerce but there was 
a lot of “nitty gritty” detail to be worked out 
before December. 

“Governments are still playing cat and 
mouse, conditioning everything to every- 
thing,” he said. “It is in this area that we have 
to begin to break the deadlocks.” 

Many delegates were concerned that time is 
running ouL 

“What has been achieved falls short of what 
we expected to achieve,” said Japanese chief 
negotiator Minoru Endo. 

Lilia Bautista of the Philippines, speaking 
on behalf of the Asean group of nations which 
includes Indonesia. Malaysia, Singapore and 
Thailand, said she was greatly disappointed. 

“Given that we have only about 13 3 days 



Head ol the European Communities Commission 
Hugo Paemen. (left) talks with EEC ambassador 
Paul Tran prior lo the start ot the GATT meeting in 
Geneva on Monday. The EEC and the United 
Slates reached a procedural breakthrough in 
agriculture negotiations on Monday. (Reuter 
wirephoto) 

left before Brussels, the possibility that the 
round will end as a failure does not now seem 
unthinkable.” 

Mexican negotiator Jesus Seade, speaking 
for Latin American and Caribbean countries, 
said "the pace and intensity of the work has 
been extremely sluggish." 

He warned delegates that unless significant 
progress was made, the Brussels meeting 
would be presented with a partial and 
inadequate set of results which would be 
totally unacceptable. 


The dispute between the United Slates and 
the European Community over how far and 
how fast to cut government support to their 
farmers had threatened to gum up this week’s 
talks. 

But agreement to set aside the agriculture 
issue until late August has cleared the way for 
negotiators to press ahead with other aspects 
of the Uruguay Round. 

The SI 17 billion a year trade in textiles, 
which Third World producers want freed 
from curbs that restrict exports is likely to be 
another difficult area. 

Philippine delegate Bautista complained 
that the United Stales and Canada clung to 
proposals to substitute global quota schemes 
for current individual deals, despite a consen- 
sus that this would perpetuate restrictions and 
disrupt trade. 

She said the EC was putting more obstacles 
in the way of the textile industry instead of 
easing curbs. 

“It is a choice between the devil and the 
deep blue sea and Asean chooses none." Baut- 
ista said. 

Differences also remain on intellectual 
property like patents, investment restrictions, 
unporl restraints for balance of payments 
reasons, and measures lo prevent goods being 
dumped on world markets at artificially low 
prices. 

In a statement lo the opening session yes- 
terday, Japan's representative Minoru Endo 
said progress in the talks fell short of expecta- 
tions. 

“The possibility that the ( U ruguay) Round 
will end in failure does not now seem unthink- 
able,'' agreed Bautista. 


Bush proposes first step toward hemispheric free-trade zone 


WASHINGTON, July 24, (AF): President 
George Bush announced yesterday that he 
will ask Congress to approve special duty-free 
treatment of selected imports from four 
Andean countries as a step toward “a compre- 
hensive free trade zone for the Americas.” 

Bush made the announcement after meet- 
ing with Ecuadorean President Rodrigo 
Botja. 

In addition to Ecuador, the preferential 
trade treatment would affect Colombia, 


Bolivia and Peru. 

Bush also announced that he will expand 
US co-operation and technical assistance 
toward development of Latin American and 
Caribbean agriculture. 

At the same time, he signed a proclamation 
increasing the range of products from the four 
Andean countries that are eligible for duty- 
free treatment by the United States. 

As a fourth step. Bush said he wants to 


negotiate comprehensive long-term under- 
lakingson trade and investment liberalisation 
with the four countries. Bernard W. Aronson, 
assistant secretary of state for inter- American 
affairs, said one of the agreements, with 
Ecuador, was signed yesterday. 

The President described the measures as a 
folio w-up to the proposal he made J une 27 for 
a free trade zone for the entire Western hemis- 
phere. 



Bombay Stock Exchange prices (Rs) 


July 24, *90. 

Pr. Close 

Open 

Close 

ACC 

810 

— 

— 

AJemChem 

— 

— 

— 

AhvNis 

— 

— 

— 

An Fab 

— 

— 

— 

Ashok Ley 

84 

87 

86 

Asia Paint 

245 

247 JO 

250 

Allas Cop 

46 

45 

46 

AuioCorp 

70 

— 

— 

Nat Index 
Bajaj Auto 
Bar Rayon 

489.01 

522.50 

527 JO 

494.52 

51750 

1095 

1095 

1085 

Blow Plan 

— 

— 

— 

Bom Dye 

254 

254 

250 

BK Bond 

117 

1 17.50 

120 

Burr Wd 

70 

70 

77.50 

Cansharr 

— 

— 

— 

CcnEnka 

4325 

4300 

41 75 

CeoSpg 

4000 

4150 

3950 

Colgate 

250 

250 

250 

Croat Gr 

1050 

— 

— 

DCM 

33.50 

34 

35.50 

DeepFert 

29.50 

30 

29.50 

Dunlop 

65 

— 

— 

El Hotels 

55 

56 

60 

Escorts 

108 

107 

108 

BSE Index 
Eskaycf 

941.70 

(47.50 

15L25 

940.73 

147.50 

EssarSpg 

41.50 

42J0 

41.75 

FoodSpl 

133.75 

133.75 

135 

Forbes 

61 

61 

63 

Gar Poly 
Gtndia 

38.50 

38 

37.50 

105 

102 

too 

GNFC 

10 

40 

39.50 

Grasim 

150 

151 

146 

GEShpg 

43.50 

43 JO 

42 

GSFC 

225 

222 JO 

225 

GujAlkl 

91 

90 

91.50 

Guj Heavy 

15.50 

IS 

17 

Hero Honda 

37.50 

36.50 

38 

Hind Ciba 

1560 

1575 

1525 

Hind Lever 

131 JO 

133 

134 

Hind Cocoa 

176.25 

181.25 

177.50 

Hind Motor 

46 

46^5 

44.75 

Hindalco 

3I2J0 

320 

31150 

Hoechst 

2540 

2475 

26 00 

Ingcrsoll 

250 

250 

255 

rrc 

95 

97 JO 

95 

IndOrg 

62.75 

63 

61 


Ind Rayon 

126 

127 

134 

Indrol 

260 

260 

257.50 

JK Syn 

71.50 

71 

72 

Kin Eng£ 

165 

167.50 

170 

Kir Cumm 

79 

79 

79 

KSB Pumps 

200 

195 

200 

L&T 

96 

95.50 

94 

Upton 

82 

88 

85 

Mac Russel 

92 

90 

90 

Mad Coats 

130 

130 

150 

NatOrg 

— 

— 

— 

Mas Share 

24.50 

26.50 

24 

Mico 

965 

960 

970 

Milkfood 

180 

— 

— 

Modi 

81 

90 

80 

MRFLid 

270 

260 

330 

Muk Iron 

140 

143 

141 

Nocfl 

1360 

1380 

1360 

SIC 

41 

26 

43 

27 

44 

25.50 

Oswal Agro 

36 

39 

40 

Peico 

— 

— 

— 

Pfizer 

90 

90 

90 

Ponds 

255 

255 

267.50 

Pratt Auto 

70 

70 

67 

Ranbaxy 

99 

97 

99 

Ray Wool 

90 

90 

90 

Recti It 

240 

245 

240 

Reliance 

97.50 

103.50 

97.50 

SesaGoa 

too 

100.50 

103.50 

Shaw Wall 

— 

— 

— 

ShreeCem 

— 

— 

— 

ShriFib 

56.25 

52.50 

57.50 

Siemens 

115 

116 

lib 

SKF 

1630 

1630 

1630 

Spic 

64 50 

65 

66 

St Mills 

72 

74 

74 

Tata Oil 

— 

— 

— 

Tata Cheat 

120 

121 

120 

Tala Pow 

850 

1060 

930 

Telco 

169 

177 

175 

ThappAgro 

— 

— 

— 

Tisco 

136.50 

138.50 

13425 

VamOrg 

136.25 

140 

137.50 

Vareli.. 

— 

— 

— 

Voltas 

104 

102 

104 

Wintco 

26.50 

27.50 

24.50 

Zenith 

50 

50 

51 

Zuari Agro 

70 

74 

70 

Compiled by KawaiMndla 

national Exchange Co. 

Inter- 



Nikkd nodi avenge 31702.46 
(-192J3) 

-Volume: 350 mHsfe 
Yen exchange rale 148.70 
Name of stock 

Advantest Corp 
Ajinomoto 
Alps Elec. 

Araada 

Asa hi Cheat Ind 
Asa hi Glass 

C. Itoh Co. 

Canon Inc. 

Casio Comp 

Dai Nippon Priming 
Daiichi Seiyaku 
Dainippon Ph 
Daishinku Corp 

Eisai 

Fanuc Ltd. 

Fuji Photo 
Fujitsu Ltd. 

Hitachi Credit 
Hitachi Koki 
Hitachi Ltd. 

Hitachi Metal 
Honda Motor 

ItoYokado Co 
Kajima Corp 
Kawasaki H I 
Kobe Cast Iron 
Kokusai Elec. 

Komatsu Ltd. 

Kyocera Corp 

Marui 

Matsushita Ind 
Mat Electric 
Mazda M C 



Mitsubishi Corp 

1520 


Mitsubishi Estate 

1400 


Mitsubishi H I 

935 

Clng 

Mitsui R E 

1680 

MizunoCorp 

1850 

6030 

Mochida Ph 

3940 

2290 

Mori SeikiCo. 

4160 


1770 

NEC Corp 

1900 

88S 

Nikon Corp 

1640 

1740 

Nippon Shin Co 

1080 

Nippon Steel Corp 

536 

798 

Nippondenso 

2210 

1790 

NilsukoCorp 

1450 

1520 

Nomura Sec 

21)0 

1860 

Ok umu Mach 

1740 

2560 

Onward K Co. 

2200 

2870 

1860 

Orix Corp 

5030 

Pioneer Elec Co. 

6240 

1940 

7210 

Renown Look Inc 

2480 

4640 

Sanyo Elec Co. 

845 

1400 

Secom Co., Lid. 

6750 

(610 

ShinEtsu Chem 

1850 

■>->80 

Shindeneen Elec 

1340 

1410 

Sony Corp 

8720 

1 520 

Sumitomo Elec Ind. 

1600 

1740 

S. Metal Ind. 

526 

4080 

Takeda Chemical 

1710 

1790 

TDK Corp 

7170 

791 

Tokio Marine & Fire 

1300 

1660 

Tokyo Elec Power 

3940 

4900 

Tokyo Electron Ltd 

4600 

1200 

Toppun Priming 

1770 

8860 

Tony Ind Inc. 

773 

Toshiba Corp 

1010 

3180 

Toyota Motor 

2180 

3880 

2080 

Yaskawa Elec 

1020 

885 

Provided by Nomura, Bahrain 





Indian Video Roundup 



Crazy 

capers 


By Fathima Ahmed 

Arab Times staff 

Deewana Mujhsa Nahin. billed as 
a musical romance doesn't work, 
simply because it lacks that edge 
which could have given it 
credibility. 

For starters. Ajay's ( Aaxnir 
Khan) obsessive, abrasive pas- 
sion for Anita (Madhuri Dixit) 
seems more like harassment than 
genuine love, which we are told it 
is supposed to be. The trouble is 
that it's not convincing. 

No one is fooled by the con- 
trived one-sided attraction and 
its outcome. It's just a matter of 
lime before the girl melts into 
Ajay's arms. But before that, 
you've got to sit through 
unemotional, incredible rip offs 
and crazy capers, ranging from 
Ajay’s "undying love" for Ani la, 
whose photographs are stuck 
everywhere in his room, includ- 
ing the toilet. 

The idea was passable, but not 
its treatment which is further 
complicated with the appearance 
of a sticky character, Anita’s 
fiancee, whose villainish pranks 
compound the nightmare. It's 
like waking up in the dark of 
night and finding a white robed 
ghost in your bed. Romance, at 
that time', would certainly be far 
from your mind. So, it is in 
Deewana Mujhsa Nahin. 

Aamir Khan and Madhuri 
Dixit's superficial performances 
don’t amend matters. Forget it. 
There are better things you could 
do with your lime. To make mat- 
ters worse, the video-cassette cir- 
culated by some video shops is so 
sketchy that you can hardly see 
the performers in the second half 


MM 



of the film. For once, the faulty 
copying is forgiven. 

Mere Pati Slit Mera HaK 
The title's possessive nature 
says it all. The woman's husband 
is not for sale. If not foranything, 
it's worth a viewing for resisting 
some stereotypes, like the typical 
Indian housewife who suffers in 
silence. 

Not Roopa (Radhika), 
though. She is a nag, suspicious, 
jealous and ego-centrist. With 
such attributes, she acts like a 


Summer Bazaar 
July 25: All vendors of the 
Ladies Friendship Association 
summer bazaar are invited to 
attend a meeting on Wednes- 
day at the Crystal Room. 
Kuwait Regency Palace, 5-7 
pm. For details contact Manal 
574-9179. 

Aug 3: The Ladies Friendship 
Association's Big Summer 
Bazaar will be held in the 
Exhibition Hall at Kuwait 
Regency Palace Hotel from 9 
am to 9 pm. Gift items, home 
products, handicrafts, toys, 
clothes and much more. Rattle 
with attractive prizes. Surprise 
for children. All are welcome. 
For details call Manal 574- 
9179. 

Approb ‘Who’s Who* directory 

THE Association of Pakistani 
Professionals and Businessmen 
(Approb) is planning to publish 
a “Who’s Who" directory of 
prominent Pakistani profes- 
sionals and businessmen 
resident in Kuwait by January 
1991. The directory aims at 
providing information about 
all Pakistanis proficient and 
distinguished in their profes- 
sions and businesses. 

Data forms are available free 
of cos I from Approb executive 
board members and other loca- 
tions. For further details con- 
tact Approb on Tel. No. 
2425315. Fax 5323751, P.O. 
Box 2351. Salmiya. 22024 Sal- 
miya. Kuwait. 

A copy of the directory will 
be given free of charge lo all 
individuals whose names will 
appear in the directory. 

Filipino expats survey 

The office of the welfare officer 
of the Overseas Workers Wel- 
fare Administration is launch- 
ing an initial information cam- 
paign to conduct a survey of 
Filipino workers in Kuwait. 

This will cover statistical 
data on the number of Filipino 
workers employed in the 
private companies and govern- 
ment institutions. U will also 
include such information as job 
classifications, tenure of con- 
tracts, duration of residence 
and other information about 
the workers. 

The Filipino Workers Social 
Centre (FWSC) at the Philip- 
pine embassy is also inviting 
volunteers for its various social 
and welfare projects designed 
to minimise the mounting 
problems of overseas contract 
workers — thereby ensuring 
the general welfare of Filipinos. 

The official survey form can 
be obtained from welfare 
officer, Alejandro Samia San- 
tos at the following tel. Nos. 
5329315, 5329316, 5329317, 
5329318 & 5329319. 

Summerbelle ’90 

Aug 2: United Goans Centre 
will hold Summerbelle '90 at 
the SAS Hotel’s The Tent. Top 
Ranks and Hurricane Alley in 
attendance. For reservations 
call Tony, 2612024; Cyril, 
2523920; Joe, 5655140. 


July 30: 10 am to 12 noon. 
LIL will hold a newcomer's cof- 
fee morning on Monday at the 
Sheraton Hotel, Mezzanine 
floor. Ladies new to LIL or 
Kuwait are welcome. For 
details contact Janet 2434941 . 


Filipino rock opera 
July 27: Kailangan ka ni maria 
.... If you have the talent to sing 
and dance and act, you may be 
one of the performers required 
in Maria makiiing ... isang rock 
opera." a musical play to be 
presented by Kamay 
(Kalipunan ng Mapaglikhang 
Pinoy sa Kuwait) in co-opera- 
tion with the Filipino Cultural 
Club (FCC) and the Philippine 
embassy on October 19, 1990 at 
the Kuwait Ice Skating Rink 
Theatre. The show is a folkloric 
stage play which will feature 
slow and hard rock songs, com- 
posed and adapted to dramat- 
ise the story, a Filipino rock 
band to play the music and 
some interpretative cultural 
dances. 

Interested parties may join, 
the audition on July 27, Friday 
at the Mabuhay Restaurant 
Ballroom from 4 pm to 8 pm. 
For further details, please con- 
tact any Kamay officer at their 
after-six headquarters, Mabu- 
hay Restaurant. 


At the Sheraton: 

Hunt Room; Daily buffet lunch 
in addition to a la carte; plus 
grilled specialities; a la carte 
dinner plus some specialities 
from Le Tarbouche: Duo Fan- 
tasy in attendance. 

Riccardo Restaurant: will be 
open for dinner 8pm to 11pm 
with live entertainment by 
Regina and Frances. 

Coffee Shop: breakfast, luncb 
and dinner; 6am to 0 1 00am. 

At Holiday Inn Crown Plaza 

Col lee Shop: open for early 
morning breakfast: also serves 
lunch and dinner. 

Lobby Cafe: offers refresh- 
ments and snacks. 

Babylon Gardens: features 
fresh fruit juices and refresh- 
ments. 

At the Plaza: 

Al Dallah Coffee Shop: inter- 
national cuisine; open buffet 
plus menu. 

Lolouwah Corner: snacks 
and refreshing summer drinks. 

Marco Polo: Italian 

ambience and cuisine, par- 
ticularly pasta. 



British CooncS 

The Briush Council is giving 
out information on bow to get 
British qualifications through 
correspondence. Details about, 
the names a fcol leges, dates and ■ 
fees can be obtained from the 
Education Office, open from 9 
am to 12.30tioonana5to8pm. 



Fajr 

339am 

Znhr 

1134 

Asr 

330 pm 

Maghreb 

6.40 

Isha 

8.06 




Aamir Khan and Madhuri Dixit in Deewana Mujhsa Nahin. 


tiger on the prowl, spreading 
stories about an alleged affair 
between her husband Prakash 
(Jeetendra) and seductive neigh- 
bour, Sharda (Rekha). 

Once this idea is introduced, 
the film turns into a battle of wits 
with both women trying to live 
up to their reputations. Roopa’s 
adamancy leads her out of the 
house; Sharda's brings her in. 
Actually, it's just a matter of trust 
i ha t is lacking in the couplers 
relationship. This, it seems, is 
what the film is all about. 


Radhika as Roopa is rather 
convincing as the woman whoTl 
do anything, including kidnap 
her daughter, to get back at the 
woman she wholeheartedly 
believes “stole ray husband," 
The problem, it seems, is also 
the question of whether a mis- 
matched couple can live under 
one roof. Roopa, an educated 
woman, is married off to a semi- 
literate man. One reason she 
resents her husband and scoffs at 
him. When a relationship lacks 
respect, it’s bound to flounder. 


As Prakash and Roopa’s does. 
Thanks to the timely interven- 
tion of Dasari Narayan Rao's 
screenplay, their marriage is 
saved, but before indulging in 
several inane sequences, car 
chases and a court scene. 

Despite wishy washy charac- 
terisation, this film is more wat- 
chable than Deewana ... 

The above films are by courtesy 
of A than Video, Main St,F«r- 
waniya; and Canary Video, 
Sharq. 



AI Andalos 

Jazira Al Shaitan (Arabic) 
Starring: Adel Imam, Yusra 

Al Salmiya 

Halawa Al Rooh (Arabic) 
Starring: Kama! Shinnawi, 
Safiya Al Omari 

AlHamra 

Taht Al Sifir (Arabic]) 
Starring: Najla Fatlu, Salah 
Saadani 

Drive-In 

Jazira Al Shaitan (Arabic) 
Starring: Adel Imam, Y usra 

Al Fir-dons 

Pyar Ke Naam Qurbaan 
(Hindi) 

Starring: Mithun 
Chakra borthy. Dimple 
Kapadia 

Fahaheel Open-Air 
Main Azaad Hoon (Hindi) 

Al Fahaheel 

Hanafi Al Abahu (Arabic) 

AlJahra 

Angels Blood Mission 

Granada; 

Closed 

Snlaibildiat 
TenzamThe Ultimate 
Mission 

AlJleeb 

Oru Vadakkan Veeragadha 
(Malayalam) 

Starring: Mammootty 

Afamadi Drive-in 
Al Shaitanah (Arabic) 


KTVt 


9.00 Holy Quran 
9.15 Cartoons 

9.40 lftah Ya Simsim: chil- 
dren's programme 
10.10 Good Morning 

10.15 Waad Nahaan daily 
serial, featuring Azza 
Kamal. Mustafa 
Fahmi. 

11.15 Sabah AlKhair 
12.00 Al Ma'sera: Arabic 

serial, featuring Jamil 
Awad, Abeer Essa. 
Juliet Awad 

1.00 News Summary 

I. 05 World News via 

Satellite 

2.00 A! Sanafer: cartoon 
serial 

2.30 Surkhat Nadm: Gulf 
serial; starring 
Maryam Saleh. Aii 
Hassan 

3.30 Lassie: English feature 

4.30 English serial 

5.30 Adventures: cartoon 
serial 

6.30 Alam Al Ghad: 
(Tomorrow’s World) 
— documentary 

7.30 Music 

8.15 Lauhat Shabiva: local 
programme 

9.00 News in Arabic 

9.45 Al Zaera: Arabic 
serial, featuring 
Sami ha Avoub. Salah 
Qabil 

II. 30 Soora Ijtimaiah: “ Bait 

Wafaa.” Starring: 
Nadine, Saamiya 
Jazairi. Ridwani Aqili 

12.15 News Summary 
12.20 World News via 

Satellite 

12.40 Holy Quran/Close- 
down 

Please note that Kuwait 
Television programmes and 
timings are liable to change 
without notice. 


KTV2 


6 00 Opening announ- 
cement & Holy Quran 

6.10 The Karate Kid: A car- 
toon series 

6.30 Alf; "Stairway to 
Heaven.” Alf thinks 
about leaving grth. 
however, he is wered 
a better job in other 
place. What will hedo. 
Comedy. 

7.00 P.M. Magazine: 
Strange news from 
around the world. 
Documentary. 

8.00 News in English 

8.30 Chart Attack: A 

varietv of songs from 
the Music Box charts. 

9.15 Paradise: "A gathering 
of guns". Ethan is 
arrested by the Sncnlt 
of Mexico. Emilia tries 
to rescue him. Adven- 
ture. . 

10.00 Witness to Survival: A 
survivor of flight -3- 
returns to the ablazed 
plane to save the life of 
a one-year-old. 
Documentary. 

10.30 Late night film 

12.00 News in Brief 

12.10 Magazine D'Ac- 
tualile/Closedown 


■ All entries for the 
What’s On column can be 
sent by telex (22332) to 
Events Section or hand 
delivered daily, except 
Thursdays, from 12 noon 
to 4 pm, at the Arab Timas 
Office In Shuwalkh. 
Photographs will also ha 
considered for publica- 
tion. Phoned-fn entries 
will not be accepted. 




L.A. Law’s Abby goes off 
to a real shooting war 


From Frank Durham 
in Los Angeles 

ELFIN actress Michele Greene, who 
plays vulnerable single- parent Abby in 
TV* s L.A. Law , is planning to go to war. 
Not the Hollywood, make-believe kind 
. . . but the sort where people die every 
day. 

For, off-screen, brown-haired 
Michele is as tough as a jailhouse's bars 
when it comes to battling for children 
wounded in war-torn El Salvador. 

And now, in spite of warnings from 
her mother and close friends, Michele is 
determined to march straight into the 
firing line to see for herself how the 
youngsters are being looked after. 

She will check first-hand, in spite of 
the danger, the results of mercy work 
she is doing among the film community 
of Hollywood. This includes raising 
money for mobile hospitals that operate 
where the fighting is fiercest. 

Michele, volatile daughter of a 
Mexican mother and Irish father, told 
me: “I know I’ll be at risk. 

“And I will. I want to visit the 
wounded kids there, and to see these 
clinics. The organisation in which I'm 
involved here is called Medical Aid for 
El Salvador. It sets up these moveable 
medical units wherever the fighting is 
the worsL 

“The clinics provide medical 
assistance where there is none, or they 
help people who can't afford existing 
medical facilities. This is very dangerous 
work." 

Michele, a bachelor girl whose father 
died when she was a baby, went on 
softly: “My mother is very apprehensive 
about me going to El Salvador. She 
says, ‘You may be there with good 
intentions. But, one day, you could just 
happen to be riding on a bus that gets 
blown up.' 

“My friends tell me, 'You're crazy — 
don’t go.’ But I know that I’ll go Lo El 
Salvador sooner or later. I’d like to see 
it for myself. But I must admit that I'm 
very nervous. For there does happen to 
be a very active war going on there. 

“The executive direct or of the 
programme is a good friend of mine. So 
I can talk to him about the safest way to 
go about things and the best time for my 
visit. 

"There is this cause in my life now, 
and it is tempting to say, ‘I believe in 
this so much that I'm going there right 
now.' Bui I must be smart. 

“I have to be wise because I don't 
want to have my arm blown off or come 
home maimed in some other way. . 

Michele paused while eating her salad 
in a trendy Beverly Hills restaurant to 
look down at her slim, though dramatic, 
figure. She chuckled: “After all, there's 
not much of me to lose.” 

And, while working on the smash-hit 
designer-lawyer series, Michele never 
forgets those wounded and often 
forgotten children in the South 
American war. She told me: “Every 
year we bring a group of children with 
war injuries over here. 

“These are youngsters who will have 
shrapnel or bullets in their bodies that 
the rural doctors in El Salvador can’t 


get to. . . There are also children who 
have had amputations that haven't been 
done properly. 

“These things have to be fixed. About 
15 of these kids and their parents come 
over to America and go to hospitals 
here. Doctors all over the United States 
donate their time free for them. I was at 
a reception for the last group who 
arrived here. 

"We held it at a reception centre at 
Pacific Pallisades, down on the coast 
here. They were just the sweetest little 
kids." 

Michele's fiery Mexican blood 
brought colour to her beautifully- 
chiselled face as she clashed head-on 
with the standard US view of El 
Salvador. They speak of politics and 
finance. She speaks of mangled 
children. 

Michele said: “We have been 
described as a controversial 
organisation . . . that Washington 
perceives us as a very suspicious outfit. I 
don’t agree at all. 

“These children who come over tell 
horror stories about the war. There was 
one nine-year-old boy, shot in the leg, 
who had been interrogated by 
government men there for three days. 

“The only medical assistance they 
gave him was the basic thing to stop him 
bleeding. Just so that he didn’t die. But 
the boy had this horrible wound as he 
was interrogated, before being sent 
home. For they thought he was an 
insurgent. This sort of thing happens in 
El Salvador. 

“The reason we don't make a big 
issue of El Salvador in this country ... 
and why we don't accept political 
refugees from there ... is because we are 
financing the war. We are backing their 
government, so we cannot admit that 
there is any sort of persecution going on 
there. 

“You cannot admit these atrocities 
are being committed. Otherwise, the 
next question would be. ‘Why are we 
giving these people billions of dollars a* 
year?' El Salvador is one of those South 
American countries where somebody 
can knock on your door in the middle of 
the night and pull your husband out of 
bed and cut off his hands. 

“You’ll never see him alive again. 
Your husband will most likely be found 
in the river six months later.” 

So strongly does Michele feel about 
letting people know the true situation in 
El Salvador that she plans to have an 
“educational meeting” in the home in 
Hollywood Hills she shares with two 
dogs, two cats, two birds and assorted 
fish. 

She explained: “People who spend 
half their time in El Salvador will come 
along and show films, run tapes and 
talk to a meeting about what’s going on 
in the country. I shall invite people to 
come along who I think would be 
interested m really knowing. 

“I shall, for example, be asking 
Jimmy Smits, the idealistic young 
Hispanic attorney in L.A. Law. He is 
very interested in the subject. He's 
nearly the same way I am when it conies 
to our roots. 


“Jimmy's mother is from Puerto Rico 
and his fatter is from Surinam, South 
America. So we both have a real feeling 
for that part of the world. It is an ethnic 
thing. My mother is Mexican and my 
fatter was from an Irish family. 

“Our organisation bolds a series of 
these meetings because El Salvador is a 
cause people in American are just not 
aware of. It is not big news because the 
war there has been going on for so 
long. . . Yet we give the place billions of 
dollars every year." 

So now Michele is determined to go 
to El Salvador and bring back the news 
from there first-hand. So far, something 
has always cropped up to stop her going 
. . . and to underline the danger. 

Michele told me: “Every time I've . 
planned to go, there has been some son 
of uprising. I was intending to go near 
to election time, for example, but the/ 
the organisation wasn’t sending anyone 
down then because the situation was so 
volatile.” 

But Michele has already been on a 
less-than-giamorous mercy trip to 
poverty-stricken parts of Mexico. She 
became a volunteer worker for Amigos 
de las Americas, a public health project 
to improve sanitation. 

She brushed aside two tempting 
television offers, to go and build toDet 
facilities for the poor.' Michele, used like 
all beautiful young actresses to the 
glitzy, fast-lane life of Tinsel town, 
describes the experience as “the best 
time of my life". 

In between acting and charity work, 
Michele tends ter “zoo” at home, rides 
her horse in the mountains near Malibu 
and does volunteer work at an animal 
shelter in Santa Monica, a coastal 
suburb of Los Angeles. 

But her great passion is children. She 
told me: “I love them. When I get 
married. I’m going to have three or 
four. But I don't know how I’ll manage 
then, what with all those animals. When 
would I ever be able to work? 

“I must say. though, with all the 
things I’m doing now, I already fed as 
though I am mother.” 

Although she yearns for kids of her 
own, Michele admits she is wary of 
marriage. The vibrant young actress, 
whose boyfriend, Jim, is a cameraman 
on the show, admitted: “I plan and 
want to get married, although I don't 
know when. 

‘Tm sort of cautious about the whole 
thing. It's funny because most women 
are running towards getting married 
and I seem to be running away. 

“I think I feel like this because my 
father passed a way before! was even a 
year old. My mother never remarried, 
so I never knew what it was like to grow 
up in a family with amarried couple. 

“So I have become a fiercely 
independent person. And I always feel 
that, if I get married. I am in danger of 
losing that independence.” 

And any husband of Michele's will 
have more than her determination to 
stand on her own two dainty feet to 
contend with.He will have to be able to 
cope with a wife who wants to go to. 
war. 



Lawyer Abby Perkins, played by Michele Greene, laces a tough customer in an episode of 

LA. Law. 
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Literary meeting 

The monthly literary meeting of the Punjabi Adabi Sangat was held last ^ 

home of Jagdish Singh Arora. week at the 

It was presided by Gurbaksh Singh Dogra. T aher Pervez and Naiam at- 
presented a short story and poem forcrlflcal appraisal. 1 ^ashi 

Poets G.S. Dogra, Khawaja Arshad Ahmed, Rashid Mewati, Jagdish Sinnh a 
Najam Akashi, Bhagwan Singh Dogra and Jasbir Singh Dhlman recited iv«.„ ^ 

Above (L-R): Tahir Pervez, G.S. Dogra. Najam Akashi and J.S, Dhlman atiho i»‘ 

meet "cinerary 
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The macabre and bizarre abound at crime writers meet 
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Black week by the sea grouped 60 writers 


GLION, (AP): David Serafin, a dig- 
nified Oxford professor, writes about a 
dentists who rides the subway with 
female mannequins dribbling fake 
blood from their mouths. 

R D Zimmerman, a blond and 
boyish American, imagines a Russian 
axe murderer who chops up his gir- 
friend’s ex-lover just so he can take 
over his victim’s luxurious Leningrad 
apartment. 

And Susan Moody, a short, white 
English woman, creates a tall, black 
woman detective who sends aid to 
Third World countries from the 
profits of her boyfriend's jewel heists. 

The unexpected, the macabre and 
the bizarre abounded at a convention 


of crime writers dubbed “Black Week" 
in this northern Spanish port Spon- 
sored by the city of Gijon and several 
business, the July 9-13 gathering 
brought together more than 60 writers 
from 20 countries. 

They included ex-cops, journalists 
and former housewives, some of 
whom had witnessed or lived through 
events stranger than the most bizarre 
mystery story. 

One claimed to own a bullet-proof 
raincoat, another said he had been 
taken fora borrowing ride by members 
of an Argentine death squad and still 
another once saw a man throw a baby 
to its death from the widow of a New 
York apartment. 


■ The third annual convention 
brought together writers from the East 
and West, including Americans who 
talked like Karl Marx and Russian 
who sounded like Donald Trump. 

They gave talks, held meetings and 
exchanged endless war stories over 
drinks in the sidewalk cafes that ring 
Gijon harbour. 

Jan Eik. a writer from East Ger- 
many. talked about German unifica- 
tion and what it would mean for his 
future. More freedom but less money. 

Under communism. Eik said. East 
German bookshops offered a small 
selection of crime novelsand his works 
sold out rapidly. 

“People bought everything in three 


Or four days. Now, they can buy any 
book they want.” 

Eik does not expect East Germans 
to buy a lot of crime novels in the next 
few years because they will be busy 
purchasing Western products that 
were out of reach under communism. 

“People want new cars, video recor- 
ders and electronic equipment,” he 
said. “These things are much cheaper 
now.” 

Twenty-nine-year old Soviet author 
and editor Anem Borovik does not 
write crime stories, but he publishes 
them in a magazine called “Top 
Secret’' that is dedicated to stretching 
the limits of glasnost. 

“We call it Top Secret’ because it 


sells belter,” said Borovik, who lived 
in the United Slates for six years and 
speaks fluent English. “Remember, 
this is the free market we're moving 
towards.” 

Borovik, whose faith in capitalism 
appears unbounded, said Soviet crime 
writers now have a new enemy to write 
about instead of the CIA. "The Com- 
munist Parly of the Soviet Union and 
the bureaucrats who do not want to 
turn power to the press and 
Parliament.” 

Borovik may believe the Central 
Intelligence Agency is no longer the 
enemy, but Ciban crime writer Luis 
Adrian Betancourt is not convinced. 
His novel “Hurricane’ tells of a Cuban 


who collaborates with a trio of CIA 
agents who try to sneak onto the 
Caribbean Island and show ins- 
tability. In the end, the CIA. loses and 
the forces of communism triumph. 

Betancourt said he and a recognised 
Cuban poet once headed a joint book- 
signing session in Havana. When 
Betancourt's books ran out, the crowd 
left. 

“1 turned to the poet and said, 'we 
Cubans aren't very cultured. We buy 
spy novelsand throw the real literature 
in the trash.” 

Zimmerman, the 37-year-old 
American who wrote about a Russian 
axe murderer, said he was shadowed 
by agents of the KGB while travelling 


in the Soviet Union in 1978. He was 
working as a guide for a US-sponsored 
agricultural exhibit. 

Zimmerman has incorporated his 
experiences in the Soviet Union into 
several of his novels, which include 
"Blood Russian,” “The Red Encoun- 
ter." and "The Cross and the The 
Sickle." 

Jesse Slattery, a crime reporter who 
worked for 17 years for the New York 
City tabloid newspaper New York 
Post, talked about his bullet-proof 
raincoat, the time he got slabbed while 
reporting in Harlem and his dealings 
with a woman who is considered one of 
the world's JO best mercenaries. 


Mr Chips lives 
in a matchbox 


Shrinking-dog 


TOP breeder Betty Inwood is producing amazing, ever- 
shrinking dogs. Her latest puppy can sleep comfortably in a 
large matchbox. 

Betty thought she had won the tiniest victory when she bred 
a pint-sized Pekinese puppy called Twinkle Toes. She popped 
easily into a champagne glass. 

But her next small-scale production was an even bigger 
surprise. Mr Chips a cheeky Yorkshire terrier, weighed in at a 
micro-light 1 2 ounces. At ten weeks old, he was still only two 
inches tall. 

Nobody was more surprised at his arrival than Betty. For she 
had fitted his mother Truffles with a “contraceptive” — a 
nappy — when she got that loving feeling. 

Betty said: “Truffles is so small 1 didn't think she would 
safely breed, so 1 wasn't taking any chances. 

But the precautions were not enough to deter amorous 
Yorkie, Crumb. “Unfortunately 1 had not reckoned on him, ” 
said Betty. “He must be the most naughty and romantic dog 
ever. Nothing can stop him. 

“1 didn't actually see them mating — mind you it would have 
been easy to miss." 

Now that Mr Chips has made his big entrance into the world, 
Betty has the problem of keeping track of him. He can 
disappear down the side of chairs and vanish underneath the 
fridge. 

Betty says: “I have to hold on tightly to him when 1 give him 
a bath because I'm scared he might go down the plughole if 1 let 
go of him.” 

And finding a bowl small enough for Mr Chips to eat from 
was also a problem. 

“I can't put a saucer down for him because it just tips up 
when he climbs onto it, Betty said. “I’ve found the best thing to 
use is a small ashtray, one which is heavy enough not to 
, overbalance and small enough for him to get into.” 

Miniature dogs a re in great demand and can command high 
ffmees. But-Betty h&s-n© plans to sell Mi Chips; - 
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Tiny: Yorkshire Terrier Mr Chips sits in matchbox. 


Greek ‘gemstone’ clouded by pollution 
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Tea-time: Betty puts liny Mr Chips in a tea cup. 


By Dina Kyriakidon 

ATHENS, I Reuter): Once described in Greek 
poetry as the gemstone on the earth's ring. 
Athens needs a lot of polishing before it sheds 
its notoriety as one of Europe's most polluted 
cities. 

As Athenians begin their summer exodus, 
abandoning their ancient city to escape the 
scorching sun and thick smog, tourists dip 
into public ponds for relief. 

Looking down from one of the green 
mountains surrounding the Greek capital, its 
best known landmark — the Parthenon — is 
hardly visible through a heavy cloud of pollu- 
tion. 

"Athens is a city which is moving with 
mathematical precision to paralysis,”’ 
Environment and City Planning Minister 
Scefanos Manes told Reuters in aa interview. 

Now sprawling over 528 square km (21 1 
square miles) of what used to be a green valley 
split by a river. Athens was only a poor village 
at the fool of the Acropolis when it became the 
capital of modern Greece in 1834. 

None of the splendour of the Golden Age of 
Pericles had remained except for scattered 
marble ruins which Athenians used to loot for 
construction materials. 

Unplanned development has transformed 
that village of rock-paved alleys and small 
bouses into a crowded, noisy and filthy con- 
crete monster which becomes deadlier every 
summer. 

What Athenians call the “nefos", the cloud 
of air pollution which hangs trapped above 
the city in warm weather, killed hundreds of 
residents during a summer heatwave in 1987. 

This summer Athenians are again fleeing to 


the countryside and the white-washed islands, 
leaving the capital to its misery of strikes, 
power cuts and water shortage. 

"The city of Athens has no authority on its 
biggest problems which are the “nefos." traf- 
fic and transportation,'' said deputy mayor 
Hias Skalaios. 

Mayors ha ve m ade cosmetic changes, plan- 
ting trees, renovating the central Constitution 
square, where huge political rallies used to be 
held, and decorating squares with art works. 

A glass sculpture of a runner which domin- 
ates the centra] Omonoia square was built to 
mark Greece's bid to host the 1 996 Olympics. 
But Athenians said the athlete, sick of the 
smog was running away from Athens. 

Heavy traffic contributes to the air and 
noise pollution. Sidewalks, sometimes not 
wide enough for two pedestrians, are often 
blocked by parked cars and motorcycles. 

Apart from two central patches of green, 
the National Garden and the Areas Park, 
Athens is a massive construction of concrete 
apartment buildings. 

There was no planning to cope with large 
numbers of Greeks who came from the coun- 
tryside and Asia Minor back in 1923, after a 
war between Greece and Turkey, and who 
helped boost the capital’s population to its 
present 3.5 million. 

As people from the country side moved to 
the capital in search of work and Athenians 
moved to the rapidly developed suburbs in 
search of quiet and fresh air. the inner city 
became the commercial and administrative 
centre. > 


Downtown Athens was laid out by the 
Bavarian architects brought by modern 
Greece's first king, Olho. in the 1 9th century. 
They also designed his palace, now the 
parliament, in the neo- Classical style which 
influenced most buildings at the time. 

Few of these buildings have survived. Most 
of those which did are in Plaka, known Jo 
. tourists as “the neighbourhood of the gods”. 

At the fool of the Acropolis. Plaka was the 
only downtown district to be saved because of 
a ban on construction and incentives to ren- 
ovate old buildings. 

Greek ecologists advocate drastic measures 
such as banning traffic in the city and moving 
industries far away. Officials say the only 
possible relief would bean underground train 
network, planned since the 1970s but never 
built. 

“Athens has no choice but to develop 
underground. We have made a proposal to 
unify all archaeological areas with bridges 
and subways so tourists could actually walk 
from one site to another without going on the 
streets,” Skalaios said. 

A city plan drawn up under Manos when he 
was a conservative city planning minister in 
the 1970s was acclaimed by experts for effec- 
tively decentralising Athens. But the socialists 
who came to power in 1981 decided to start 
again. 

“They overturned everything. It was a 
colossal mistake to stop and redesign from 
scratch. It's like bringing in new architects 
while you are building your house? the house 
never finishes,*' Manos said. 

The lack of a permanent plan results in this 
chaos we have here,” he said. 


When things happen, F rancis tells you 


LAM BOURN. England. (AP): 
Writers often deny that their motives 
are in .any way autobiographical. Not 
Dick Francis, the former royal jockey 
who is one of the world’s favourite 
thriller writers. 

“The main characters I use in my 
books are autobiographical,” Francis 
says. “lam not as clever or brave as they 
are. but they have my characteristics a 

lot.” 

Not entirely, of course. Francis has 
□ever been shot, hunted down by a fleet 
of taxicabs or thrown ofla balcony. But 
the unvarying backdrop of his novels 
— the world of horse racing -- is very 
much part of his previous life as a 
jockey. 

Francis’ newest hero is called John 
Kendall, and he is - you guessed it — a 
writer. He appears in “Longshot, 
Francis' 29th novel, to be published in 
Britain and the United Slates this fail- 

“Things happen.” Francis says, imp- 
ishly. “That's all I’m going to tell you. 

Francis was relaxing over a cup of 
coffee in the living room of Folly 
House, the Lambourn stable and home 
of his horse-trainer son. Merrick. It is 
big. light and comfortable, and- filled 


with horse-racing pictures and half a 
dozen affectionate dogs and cats. 

As Dick Francis devotees ought to 
know, this compact, prosperous village 
in rolling Berkshire about 60 miles (96 
kilometres) west of London is the heart 
of English steeplechasing. 

Roofs are thatched, hedges neat. 
Large, big-eyed hunters dip-clop along 
the twisting roads. 

Francis, who lives in the United 
States, was in England for the Grand 
National, England's — if not the 
world's — greatest horse race. It’s the 
one he never misses and the one he lost 
famously in 1956 while riding the 
Queen Mother's Devon Loch. The 
horee simply collapsed in the final 
strides, with a clear field. 

France. 69, is reserved among 
inquisitive strangers, but polite and 
unpretentious for somebody who has 
sold more than 20 million books in 22 
languages around the world. 

The youngest of two. sons, Francis 
was bom into a horse-racing family in 
south Wales, and rode a donkey at age 5 
“the first mount 1 had.” 

Missing school regularly for hunts 


and competitions, he left altogether at 
age 1 5 to help his father, a horse dealer. 
He wanted to be a jockey, but his 
parents balked. “They knew all the 
trials and tribulations.” 

After World War II. in which be flew 
bombers, France became a gofer for a 
Cheshire trainer, George Owen. Like 
his father, he was too big for flat races. 
Bui in that yard he became an amateur 
steeplechase rider and within 18 mon- 
ths went professional . 

His riding career flourished and in 

1953 Francis joined trainer Peter 
Cazalet's yard, where Queen Mother 
Elizabeth kept her horses. Francis 
became the Queen Mum's No. 1 jockey 
for four seasons and during the 1953- 

1954 season he realised one of bis two 
great ambitions. To be champion 
jockey by winning the most races that 
year. 

The other, to win the Grand 
National, proved more elusive. 

Francis blames Devon Loch's 
collapse on the stunning roar of the 
crowd excited by the prospect of the 
first royal win since 1900. 

“As I was in mid-air over the last 
jump, 1 could hear this crescendo build- 


ing up.” Francis says. “I was just riding 
out with my hands and heels. The horse 
just collapsed under me. 

“1 had to geL ofThim and walk away 
in disgust. It was a terrible moment” 

Hurtling around courses, Francis 
broke his collarbone 12 times, his nose 
five times, his back, his skull, his wrist 
aod numerous ribs. 

As his bones took longer to knit, he 
got out of racing, in top, in January 
1957. He was 36 and in 10 years as a 
jockey had won a creditable 345 out of 
2,305 races. 

He wrote his autobiography, “Sport 
of Queens,” and was racing correspon- 
dent for the Daily Express for 16 years. 

His wife, Mary Francis. prodded him 
into writing his first novel to help pay 
for their two son’s school fees and 
replace a threadbare carpet. 

“Dead Cert” was published in 1962 
and Francis immediately found his for- 
mula. A gallant, idiosyncratic hero 
with a tie to horse-racing. A “Dirty 
Deed,” as he calls it. Suspense. Some 
bone-crunching violence. A little 
romance. Triumph over evil.” A bitter- 
sweet ending. 

Poet Philip Larkin once praised “the 


absolute sureness of his settings, the 
freshness of his characters, the terrify- 
ing climaxes of violence, the literate 
jauntiness of style, the unfailing 
intelligent compassion. 

Some critics recently have found his 
powers flagging. Bui to have pulled off 
nine best-sellers, ail set in the narrow 
world of horses, is an unusual 
achievement. Since “Whip Hand.” 
which was published in 1981, all his 
books have made US best -seller lists. 

Francis says he pays no attention to 
critics, and he doesn’t pretend to write 
great literature. 

In 1986, the Francises moved to a 
condominium in Florida because his 
wife, who suffers from asthma, could 
no longer tolerate the English cjimate. 
Francis visits England three times a 
year. He usually begins a book in Jan- 
uary. finishes it in May. and spends the 
rest of the year travelling and research- 
ing his next novel. 

Francis usually takes a long morning 
walk and goes for a swim. Then he 
writes by hand for five hours — “I like 
to see a sentence on a page, see how it 
flows” — and finally copies his words 
into a word processor. 


Globe-trotting 

Baby-love doctor 
advises mothers 

By Clare Pedrick 

CAMBRIDGE. USA. (WNLJ: A joint project launched by a leading 
US pediatrician and ihe United Nations’ child-care ofTshol Umcefaims 
to leach mothers in developing countries how to improve the quality of 
life for their children. 

Thescheme, which will involve sending teams of trained staff out into 
the field in 24 different nations, is being headed by Texan-born Dr Berry 
Brazehon. researcher and child-welfare expert, author of a series of 
best-selling books on child rearing, and a face known to millions of 
Americans as the star of a cable-TY show on parenthood. 

Said Brazehon: “The quality of life for kids in thedeveloping nations 
is something I'm very concerned abouL. Just keeping them alive isn't all 
that great unless you are going to give them a decent life in addition." 

The 71 -year old doctor, who this summer is scheduled to go to - 
Florence. Italy. 10 address a Unicef convention on the plan, claims that 
experience in other countries has shown that leaching mothers to foster 
a closer link with their babies can produce dramatic results, including 
lower infant mortality levels, and insome cases, lower birth-rates. 

“I believe that if women start paying more attention to each 
individual baby, there is a chance they might start postponing their 
pregnancies.” he said. “Once you give a mother a sense of a baby as a 
person, she ceases to look at it as an object and happy to have fewer of 
them." __ 

A pilot scheme in Thailand has already produced encouraging 
results. There. Dr Brazehon witnessed a reduction in the incidence of 
disease and death among infants, a perceptible drop in the number of 
babies born. and. in cases, an improvement in the IQ of small children. 

His work with mothers on an Indian reservation in Arizona also gives 
grounds for optimism. “There are people who are disillusioned and 
battered by society, but the response has been wonderful," said the 
doctor. “The mothers were thrilled to learn to treat their babies as 
individuals. I can’t imagine a mother who wouldn't be.” 

Dr Brazellon's technique hinges on encouraging women to forge 
closer ties with their babies immediately after birth. “We show the new 
’ haftyro its mother as soon as possible. Jelling her see the excitement the 
baby has, the way it fixes on an object and turns towards a voice, the way 
it very quickly learns to tell mother from father from stranger.’* he said. 
“I believe this approach could be a way of stimulating over-burdened 
women in environments that are already stressed to begin to think 
about the quality of life for their babies. We know from work in this 
country that it parents pay more attention and start individuating them 
early, children usually turn out belter in the long run. and have more of 
a chance in life later on." 

As one of the world's foremost authorities on infant behaviour. Dr 
Brazehon has travelled world-wide, sluding child psychology and 
parenting in China, Japan, Zambia. Kenya, the Greek islands and 
among the Mayan Indians of southern Mexico. The contrasts, he says, 
have often been revealing. A period spent on ihe remote Japanese- 
owned Goto islands, a small fishing community in the straits of Korea , 
showed him an attitude towards motherhood and child-rearing quite 
different from what happens in most cultures. 

“These babies were incredibly quiet and delicate, like tiny ballet 
dancers, with gorgeous movements of the hands and feet. They would 
lie still, looking and listening for tremendously long periods." he said. 
“Their mothers kept them quiet and lightly swaddled for the first 
month, and the mothers too were kept swaddled. Their relatives treated 
the women as though they themselves were infants, talking to them in 
baby language, and the mothers replied in the same baby talk." 

Studies showed that the infants usually grew up into gentle, calm 
people. Ihe doctor noted. Up in Tokyo, babies were far more intense 
and vigorous, with shorter attention spans. The stressful environment 
of life in a big city made itself felt in a child's earliest days. 

Dr Brazellon's close relationship with children began at an early age. 
“I was part of a large family, and as a kid I was always put in charge of 
the younger children.” he recalled. “I loved it. I love kids and I’ve 
always loved them, but 1 realised that if 1 was to control them, I had to 
understand them.” 

In a career that has spanned more than four decades. Dr Brazellon 
has taught, researched and written about child-rearing, as well as 
holding mother-infant counselling sessions at his large, wooden-built 
house, a stone's throw from Harvard University Medical School where 
he once lectured. 

Dr Brazellon's books and TV shows have won him a huge following. 
His first work. “Infants and Mothers''has sold a million copies and 
been translated into 1 2 language since it was first published 20 years 
ago. 

His beaming smile and easy-going manner bas even earned him a 
place in Playboy magazine. “My son called me the other day to tell me 
that I'd been named along with people like Donald Trump as the man 
women would most like to be marooned with on a desert island.” he 
said, laughing. 



Child-care expert Dr Berry Brazelton talks to a young patient al his 
Cambridge clinic. He hopes to give a better quality ol life to infants in ihe 
developing world. (WNL) 


ARAB TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, W, 





BY CHARLES GOREN AND OMAR SHARIF 
answers to weekly BRIDGE 0 


ACROSS 
i Curse 

5 Barton or Bow 
10 Asian desert 

14 Town of the 

Oka 

15 Seraglio 

16 Landed 

17 Elizabeth I's 
privateer 

20 Bounder 

21 Signs 

22 Young eel 

23 Like some 
lingerie 

24 Entertainer 
Coles 

26 Tranquillity 
29 Ancient Greek 
wine pitcher 

33 Nazimova 

34 Dot on the map 

35 Kind of verb: 
Abbr. 

36 Discoverer of 
Florida 

40 Cutting tool 

41 Middle of EAP 

42 Coffeemakers 

43 Toppers 

45 Eradicate 
47 Glowing 

46 Place for baby 
49 In the lead 

52 Actress Daniels 
of Old flicks 

53 Sunday seat 
55 Founder of San 

Diego 

60 Ceremonial 

61 Benefit 

62 Goddess of 
discard 

63 Like good 
cheese 

64 Center 

65 Jacob's spouse 


DOWN 

1 Autumn pear 

2 Big moment at 
the opera 

3 With "The." a 
Larry Shur 
comedy 

4 North Pole 
employee 

5 Opportunity 

6 Tall and thin 

7 Circle segments 

8 Defendants, in 
law 

9 Mornings, 
briefly 

10 tt comes in 
cloves 

11 Popular name 
in Oslo 

12 Two-wheeler 

13 Roman road 

18 Estuaries 

19 Mean 

23 Bank 
transaction 

24 — of Troy 

25 United 

26 India' ruler of 
old 

27 Slip by 

28 Simon's " — 


Suite" 

29 Coveted award 

30 Glyphics lead-in 

31 University of 
Maine locale 

32 Artist Max 

34 Dental work 

37 Far East temple 

38 Namesakes of 
violinist Bull 

39 Entice 

44 Hung loosely 

45 Open 

46 Equal 

48 Military toppers 

49 Taj Mahal site 

50 Former 
Secretary of 
State 

51 Ferrara 
family 

52 Rosary unit 

53 Anagram for 
rope 

54 Author-director 
Kazan 

55 Launder 

57 Cote 
dweller 

58 506. to Cato 

59 — Aviv 


ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE: 


ramo □nnn bod 
□00000 nnora dob 
□00000 00000000 
000000000 00000 
□00 00013 000Q 
□0IU3000 0Hora 
000 000 000000 
0BQ 0000000 DBB 
(300000 000 BOH 
00D0 0000000 
□BOD 0000 000 
00000 000000000 
00000000 E1B0000 
000 (3000 000000 
000 O000 000 


Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you 

*AJ1Q9 <?AJ9 OAK543 *K 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 * 2 *7* Pass ? 

* weak 

What do you bid now? 

A.— There are all sorts of scientific, 
bids you could make, but it is un- 
likely you will ever find out exactly 
what partner holds. No matter how 
poor a vulnerable weak jump over- 
call partner has, there should be 
play for slam. Jump' to six hearts. 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

* KQJ10 9K104 0AJ65 *32 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 0 Pass 1 * Pass 

2 NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You definitely intend going to 
slam, perhaps even grand slam, but 
you do not yet know where to play 
the hand, particularly since part- 
ner’s opening bid might have been 
made on a so-so suit. However, for 
the moment you need do no more 
than bid three diamonds. That is 
100 percent forcing and partner’s 
next bid might throw some light on 
the situation. 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

* AK1064 9Q 0 JIM *AKJ4 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with four hearts. What 
action do you take? 

A. — If you don't get into the auc- 
tion with this hand, you are going to 
let your opponents steal you blind. 
Four spades could be the winning 
action, but it strikes us as being too 
unilateral. We prefer a double as the 
more flexible bid. 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South you 


4AQ10965 -K65 ■: AIM *Vpid 
The bidding has proceeded. 

South West North Pf 

1 * Pass 2 . Pass 

*> 

What do you bid now? ■ 

A —Two spades would be a drastic 

underbid, and three spate could 
result in your playing in the wrong 
major. That makes jt * % 

tween some heart raise and a nigh 
reverse of three diamonds, and we 
have a preference for the latter to 
better prepare the groundwork for 
our later move toward slam. 

Q.5— Both vulnerable, as South you 

*°963 . M KJ6S *8762 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

2 * Pass 2 NT Pass 

3 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You started with a poor hand, 
and partner’s powerful bidding hits 
done nothing to improve it. This 
could easily be a hand where a 10- 
trick contract makes, but an 11- 
trick one goes down. Despite your 
four clubs, take a preference to 
three spades. Don’t bid no trump 
with an unstopped suit. 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*94 v'6 .AI0743 *AKQ62 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 -C Pass 2 * Pass 

3 * Pass 3 v Pass 


What do you bid now? 

A.— There is no reason why you 
should do anything other than com- 
plete a description of your hand: 
Bid four dabs. That tells partner 
you have at least 10 cards in the 
minor suits, and leaves him in posi- ; 
tion to judge the possibilities of the 
combined holding. 
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" 0K ’ d etau* M rt S * n " rve had a tmeiy *** 
HP until now, itraml" 



There is no point in trying to 
change the inevitable. However, do 
try harder to distinguish between 
what can and cannot be altered. 
Not a good time for a new project, 
best to wail for a day or two. Be 
candid. 


Others are lazy, but that is no 
excuse for you to follow suiL Make 
sure you do not expose yourself too 
long at a time to the sun. You will 
have an unexpected expenditure so 
will have to cut down elsewhere. Be 
less selfish. 


The more you can rely on your- 
self the better for yon. Do not place 
too much trust m luck or coin- 
cidence. Do not place too much 
reliance upon ‘patent’ medicines or 
curative waters. Be reliable. 


By listening carefully to wbal 
others are saying you will be able to 
draw the right conclusions. Try not 
to allow your preconceptions to 
stand in the way ofa fair and proper 
assessment A tendency towards 
exa gg erations shaald be coun- 
teracted. Be generous. 



If you rely on luck you will fail, 
far better to rely on your own jud- 
gement Better to err on the side of 
caution just now. You should do all 
you can more to stay on good terms 
with your colleagues. Be sensible. 


Show a little more readiness to 
help others, and they in their turn 
will return the compliment You 
are wrong if you think that the 
world exists Tor you alone. Check 
your facts and avoid acting on 
assumptions. Be smart 


You know you are right but 
would do well not to make too great 
an issue of the fact If you make a 
few concessions you will ultimately 
gain more than you give up. Do 
your best to avoid getting into an 
argument Be lenient 


Give yourself enough room for 
manoeuvre and do not do the first 
thing that comes to mind . Try to 
give as much as if not more t h”" 
you take. Things wifi tend to take 
longer than you had expected so do 
not dawdle. Be to the point. 



You will not find it easy to do 
what has to be done. But do not 
think it will just go away if you wait 
— it will noL Your lucky numbers 
are 8 and 23. Determination and 
perseverance are what is needed 
right now. Be sincere. 


WMAT& yfrJS FWO&TB 

ODtiTAcrSFCRT r 



Tfe/JNK? l£NT"^ 
A CONTACT 
Sfser, 


An old friend will come to you 
and thank you for your advice. 
However do tell him if your advice 
is based on guesswork or specula- 
tion rather than on certitude. Do 
not fall behind with debt payments 
and do not become too reliant on 
credit. Be polite. 


Something you bad thought 
would be difficult will prove to be a 
lot easier than you have thought. 
However you must beware ofbelit- 
tling the difiicul ties that exist. Take 
care on the road whether drivi ng or 

walking. Be cautious. 


Once you have mode up yo 
mind with what you have (kadi 
upon, do stand up for your rigfc 
but without trying to have yo 
own way in all things. What may 
first seem like a good opportune 
should be carefully examined 
may wefi be nothing of the kind. 


nkii 


FACE IT SKELETOt? ■■■ 

even id >dui? version 

OF WONDERLAND - 
I HAVE 77-1 E? POWER 



YOU UfcE"Ml5 PUCE 

SO AjCU.r’M LEAVING 

VOU MERE - ALONE, NE-MAM-' 
GOOP LUCK FINDING A 
WAY BACK/ 




He-man ■' , 

XT'S ME ■' THE \ 7» 
CHESHIRE CAT .’ J IN .- 

5KELETOR' S J MAYBE 
GONE.' FOREVER/ 


'How do you expect me to average 55 
miles an hour if I don't speed?" 


I'll have the same as yesterday — 
spaghetti and golf balls.” 
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Satwa — villa with swim- 
ming pool large gardea 
garage, senranfs quarters. 
3 saloons, 3 bedrooms, 4 
bams and kitchen. Rent 
KD700. 

ALJANDOOL 
REAL STATE 
Tel: 2452199 
2452198 


STOP 


■ FOR RENT 


Compact Disc G.D's 
Original Cassette 

Salmiya, Anjori Complex, 
Salem Mubarak St., Shop No. 
(8). Telephone: 5750344, 
Fax: 5626671 


Air Freight Staff 

With experience having 
transferable residence. 




Please apply in person ta 

International Shipping Agency 

P.O. Box 20637 Safa! 13017 
Kuwait. Tel: 2441860/7 


WANTED 

Minicomputer Operator 

English language is required, Arabic is desirable. Basic 
typing skills and keyboard proficiency, training with 
certificates from accredited institutions. 2 years' 
experience of responsible work in operations positions 
utilizing PCs, minicomputer and mainframes. Wang VS 
operations experience highly desirable. 
l Please call 242-4151 Ext. 311 


Villas, half villas, 
flats, complete 
buildings, offices in 
all areas in Kuwait 
with or without 
swimming pool 


Qatar Real Estate 
Tele. 2406592. 
2406593 


HURRY UP! 

YOU ARE IN THE MIDST OF 
SUMMER! BEAT THE HEAT! 

We are at your service to soh« all 
your aircond (honing & refrigeration 
problems. 

We Install second-hand window 
airconditioner compressor with 
guarantee & also sell & buy second 
hand aircondttioners 

limited Stock 
Contact: Govfnd 
4310812 

ZAHARAT AL ARDIYA Bn. 


TTTTTT’ 


Urgently required 

for a construction company 

1. Foreman Hectrtcal: Well-experienced in piping wiring, (xtAe 
laying and all elermkxrivuoriurekiled Id building construction. 

2. Foreman Mechanical Good experience in all mechonicai works 
related to building construction such as piping plumbing etc. 

Minimum 5 yeas' experience In Kuwait required for both trades. 
Contact Workshop Af Failed, 

Industrial Area Shuwalkh (Near Police Station) 

Tel: 4848947 


The AUTradtog Real Estate 

24<n9oa nmifF 4 ^ ■■ atei<ra«s4i488 

2452046/2452047 6 am -Spoil " 24520Bt/2452874 

Fax 2403260 

We hove In aR areas of KmA vBas, floor*, apartments, 
buBdtogs, offices, storeys. 

VILLAS 


SALWA 

2 storey 3 bed KD 550 

2 storey new deluxe 
4 bed KD 600 

2 storey 2 big halls 3 bed KD 700 

2 storey 2 family with 
mulhaq KD900 

JABUYA 

1 storey 4 bed Armtihaq KD 700 

2 storey 4 bed & swimming 

pool • KD 700 

2 storey 2 family with 
mutoaq KD 800 

MfSHRfF 

2 storey 5 bed I® 550 

1 storey 4 bed mulhaq KD600 

2 storey with basement 

5 bed KD750 


YARMOUK 

New 2 storey with 
basement 

BAYAM 

1 storeyS bed big 
hails & mulhaq 

2 storey race furniture 
4 bed 





CLASSIFIEDS COUPON 

2 insertions KD 4 . Three insertions KD5 

Conditions: 

1. Advertisements may be mailed in only on this coupon, or 
preferably, completed at the Arab Tiroes office between 830 a.m. 
— 1 pun. and 430 — 6 p-rn. 

2. To complete the coupon, follow the sequence of die informa- 
tion given in above printed advertisements, for desired section 
beading. Ail advertisements will be printed according to Arab 
Times format and are subject to editing. 

3. Advertisements must not exceed 25 words radoding name 

and telephone number. , „ , 

4. Text must be typed or dearly printed. No alterations or 
cancellations will be made after publication. 

5. Advertisements of personal nature involving business tran- 

sactions will not be accepted, nor any matrimonial advert- 
isements. ^ 

6. The Arab Tunes is aot responsible for postal delays. 


Section heading 


Sender's Name 
Address 


Telephone 


Coupons and payment must be mailed to. 
ARAB TIMES CLASSIFIEDS 
P.O. BOX; 2270 

13023 SAFAT KUWAIT. 


REQUIRED 

Tailors 

With experience and 

transferable 

residence. 

Please contact Tel: 
2437695 morning; 
4834817 during the 

• — ”.T1 .. BW - s— ; 


KD900 


hdls & mulhaq 10 700 

2 storey race furniture 
4 bed KD 750 

1 storey 4 bed big gotten KD 600 

SABAH ALSALBI 

2 storey nice furniture 10500 

ABB SALEM 

2 storey 4 bed & 

swimming pool KD 1000 

SURRA 

2 storey 2 family with 
mulhaq KD 900 


KD 900 


New in 
town ? 



Check the classified 
pages of the 
Arab Times 


for used cars, boats, 
furniture and 
electronics. 

The bargains wifi 
amazeyou. 

ACCOMMODATION 

Available 

SALM1YA, behind Amman 
Street near Lotus Video. Building 
No. 39. Flat No 10 Fully furnished 
room with telephone facilities for 
an Indian 'Pakistani bachelor to 
share with an Indian family. Tele. 

5634802. 

IAT2-53668-3) 

SALMIYA Salem A! Mubarak 
Street in front of Petrol Station. 
Area 6. BLock 12. Now. 1 large 
room with kitchen and toilet 
facilities for a family or working 
girls, to share with a family. Con- 
tact personally 

CAT5-53560-3) 
SALMIYA A single room availa- 
ble for Indian. Bangladeshi or Sri 
Lankan bachelors. Bus routes 15, 
19. 30. 24, 45. Tele Mr Lobo, 
5749750.10 am 9.30 pm. 

CAT4-5749750-3) 
HAWALLI. near Traffic Court. Al 
Mutana Street accommodation 
for a bachelor or a couple, in a 
spacious two bedroom fiat with 
two bathrooms. Contact John 
2663946 after 3 pm 

, r (AT5-53701-3) 

3 -BEDROOM. 2 bathroom. 1/2 
villa in ftumaithiya, suitable for 
European couple, available soon. 
Bargain rent for right tenants. 
Phone 5639703 

IAT4-53677-3) 
KUWAIT City, beside the 
Meridien. Deluxe rooms fully fam- 
ished. CAC with tele, for Western 
and Filipino couples or ladies. 
Rent KD100. 125 Tele. 2421868. 

2407525. „ 0 

(AT2-53661-3) 



For all your shilling with 
transportation, painting, wall- 
papering, carpet & villa 
cleaning. We are at your service, 
with skilled workers. We are also 
buying and selling furniture. 

161:4748877-4799219 
Al Mawasim Trading ft 
Contracting Co. 


DiOORTODOOFflS 


fflATlD 

0IGAYA 

I PHILIPPINES 


^ 484-3447 
S 483-9009 




REQUIRED 
A Female . 
Secretary 

Good in English and 
Arabic typing and 
conversation 
For information 
Tel: 5320794/5 


* FAST-RELIABLE * 


Situation vacant 
Qualified 
accountants 

with at least 3 years' 
experience preferably with 
an insurance company. 

Ptease send your C.V. and 
necessary documents to P.O. 
Box 21 929, Safa? (1 3080) 
Kuwait. 


Al Ibrahim 
Taxi 


Tel. 2400013, 
2400014, 2400015 

Farwanlyo branch 

Tel. 4745600, 
4745900 


REQUIRED 
OFFICE GIRLS 

1 8-25, no experience 
necessary, will arrange visa 
18 for right girl. 

Call in person: 
Oriental Import Co. WLL 
Top Jamal Al-Ghanim Super 
Market near church. 



DRAUGHTSMEN ) 


REQUIRED 

For shop drgs, of concrete works 
Call: 9010241 Eng. Imad Ghandour 
Site office: Bayan Palace Project 

AL-HAMRA KUWAIT CO. 


THE 

HANDMAID’STALE 

"A TRULY TERRIFYING 
THRILLER 

-EXCITING, COMPELLING. 
- ^ ► . MY THROAT WAS TIGHT 

oMPU^GiidS^. WITH SUSPENSE." 

he\hde@club - *** fr-E* MD¥tE 

SALMIAH. TEL 5724372* SALHIYA COMPLEX . TEL 2432809 
SAFEWAY F ARWANIVA. TEL 4341 166 eFIMTAS TOWERS. TELJ710218 


BUSINESS PROBLEMS 




I want help 
I am lostin these books 
Never get latest-prompt information 
Only computers can solve 

But it is hard to use them 
What other option you have 
This is computer era 

1. START WITH K.D. 549/- BUDGET (ONLY) 

Complete system with hard disk and printer 
CAN’T YOU AFFORD IT. 

2. NO NEED FOR ANY EXTRA STAFF 
YOUR PRESENT STAFF WILL USE 

4. NO SHORTAGE OF SOFTWARE. 

5. WE PROVIDE TURN-KEY SOLUTIONS 

6. CALL FOR APPOINTMENT 


CONTACT: MR. MALIK 


SB 

^ AL-WAZZAN STORE 

’ • 

MoVimrTi*<3 AJ-wonon sioft Co. w ll Canoao £XYSn#ti- Shinroun >'*&■* ti 
,.^,5, ■ TO: 4439749-53*4315232 -43J3692 Cani.n uco 

H-mw+w Telex 23)5! i-'.HMl. Foi ^33693 - C» 15b20 5ef.i = ,j 


RUMAITHIYA near passport 
office. Furnished room with kit- 
chen and tele facilities for one 
bachelor. Tele. 5613895. 

CAT5- 53595-3) 

For Rent 

SURRA, deluxe villa — 5 
bedrooms. Rent KD 750 monthly 
including water and utilities. Tele' 
2426942, mornings. 2617931. 

afternoons. 

(AT5-53672-3) 

SITUATIONS 

Vacant 

WANTED Indian maid for a Goan 
family (Farwaniya) Tele. 4842988 
ext. 2753 after 6 pm. -476)695. 

(AT5-53697-2) 

WANTED a female nurse to take 
care of an old lady at home. Tele. 
2564312 

(AT4-53679-3) 
MAID required for a family with 2 
children. Must have good com- 
mand of English and be good with 
children. Must have transferable 
residence, to live-in. Tele. 
5610425. 

(AT4-53683-3) 


Wanted 

INDIAN, graduate B.Com. 

DBM. doing ACMA (London) 
having 3 years auditing 
experience & 5 years experience 
in Kuwait as an accountant Hav- 
ing computer knowledge, capa- 
ble of doing independent accoun- 
ting programmes. Tele. 2428429. 
Mr Venu. 

(AT2-53665-3) 

MAID available now for fall or 
part-time work for European 
families. Excellent references. 
Calf present employer at 
5639703. 

(AT4-53677-3) 

FOR SALE 

Cars 

CRESS1DA 84 GL white, fully 
automatic with A/C, in 
immaculate running condition, 
engine recently overhauled. 
KD 1,250. Call 5642344 

(AT4-53684-3) 

JAGUAR XJ6. 1986 model, like 
new Tele. 5339437. 6 - 9 pm. 

(AT5-TM-3) 


Investment 

Brand new, (not opened yet) 
nicely decorated, fully equipped 
take away fast food restaurant 
to serve international meals with 
printed menu for sole in 
Salmiya. 

For more Information contact: 

Mr. Jamal Matty 
Tele: 2687325 / 2646862 , 


MISHRIF: Villa 4 bedrooms. 
large saloon with carpet, 
garden and maid quarters — 
KD 650/-. 

Villas, half villas, and flats 
with swimming pool or 
without in all areas of Kuwait . 

Tel. 2621391/2655267 
MOH'D SHI HAD A 



FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas and 
flats with swimming 
pool 

Tah 1*01808- 2407877 
2451489-2451476 
FAX 2403200 

The All Real Estate 


ITT? 


Ai-Naaeeh 4 Khettar 


MURA NA 
MAS! US PAH 
DOOR TO DOOR 
PHILIPPINES 

£ 484-6009 - 


C3 


Al-Naqeeb & Khattar Co. W.I.I. 


Packing and airfreighting 
of your personal effects 


FREE ESTIMATE 


NOWOPEN .. 


a 


arts & crafts centre 

SPECIALISING IN HANDICRAFTS AND WORKS OF 
ART FROM THE INDIAN SUB-CONTINENT 

Inlay Panels, Wall Plaques, Screens , Hand-Caroed 
Coffee &. Peg-tables, etched and enamelled 
Birissware and other exquisite artifacts that will 
add glamour to your premises and gtoe them, that 
exclusive look. 


Telephone: 2464598 
Telefax: 2421361 
9.00 am to 1320pm 
4.00 pm to 8.00 pm 


AlAwqcf Complex 
Mezzanine Floor 
Shop No. 2 
(Racing theMain Escalator) 


DO YOU WANT TO LIVE 
AND WORK IN BRITAIN? 


Since Mrs Triatcher came to power in 1 979 the 
British economy has boomed creating hundreds 
of thousands of new jobs. 

There are immediate vacancies available for ail 
levels of staff in all types of industry, commerce 
and services. 

Visas are obtainable for all successful 
applicants. 

If you want to be working in Britain before the 
end of 1 990 ACT NOW and SAVE £1 1 .50 by 
sending a bank draft for £38.50 (sterling) 
payable to EX-PATS INTERNATIONAL along with a 
recent passport size photograph and a detailed 
C.V. and mail to: 

EX-PATS INTERNATIONAL 

31 Kent Gardens, West Ealing, London W1 3 8BU, 
England. 


{for your 

advertisement 

in 

ffllABfc TimES 

assess Please contact fen 

Advertising 
V Department 

NISSAN Patrol 4WD SWB. one 
owner since first regd. Oct 1984, 
45.000 kms. well maintained, in 
excellent condition, manual 
gears, KD1.650 ono. Tele. 
5387271. 

(AT4-5367Q-3) 
TOYOTA Cressida Grande 2.8.i . 
model 1988. in good condition 
Owner leaving Kuwait KD 3000. 
Call: Nabil, 4838601. 

(AT5-53693-2) 

TOYOTA Crown Supersaloon, 
model 1981, faly automatic, pow- 
der blue in good condition Price 
KD 650. Tele. 2401 179. 

CAT5-53687-3) 

MITSUBISHI Galant, '87 model, in 
excellent condition. KD1.850 
Tele. 5312870 Ext 45. 

CAT4-53682-3) 

TOYOTA Cressida GL model 
1 984. fully automatic, white. Price 
KD 1,450. Tele. Khaled Bashir. 
3910834. 

CAT2-53660-3) 

TOYOTA Corona 1989 model 
like new in excellent original con- 
dition. 27.000 kms, power steer 
,ng KD4Q0 to owner, balance 
KD75 x37 instalments to com- 
pany. Must sell. Tele Sudhama, 
2447412/18, 7 -10 am. 

CAT2-53657-3) 


feV- 


Miscellaneous 

HOUSEHOLD items including 
sofa set bed sets, fridge, washing 
machine, airconditioners etc. 
Contact immediately tele. 
4715399. 

(AT2-53653-3) 

TV, antenna with booster rotor, 
Frigidaire fridge, washing 
machine, typewriter, AC. Casio 
computer, vacuum cleaner. Tele. 
2563693. Kutub Ali. House No. 1. 
St 96. Area No. 9. Qadisiya. 

(AT2-53669-3) 

WINDSURFER. KD90, fall set of 
weights and training bench KD45. 
Telephone answering machine 
KD40. water skis (parts needed) 
KD25. Tele. 5639703. 

(AT4-53677-3) 

ENCYCLOPEDIA Americana. 21 
vol.. new, neatly packed. Price 
KD360 (fixed) Tele. Mrs Safa. 
2526149/3298282 

(AT4-53675-3) 

WINDSURFER— sailboard mas- 
ter class 365A 6m 2 sail and 4m J 
sail plus roof rack, good condi- 
tion. little used. KD 175. Tele. 
2401179. 

(AT5-53687-3) 


ALL household effects for sale 
including Commodore 128 '64. 
tumbler dryer, washing machine, 
hi-fi. plants, books etc. Family 
leaving Kuwait Tele 5387035. 

(AT2-53652-3) 

PRIVATE dnver required fall-time 
for a Kuwaiti family with Kuwaiti 
driving licence Tele 4743222 GO 
am - 12 noon) 4766090 C5 - 8pm) 
(AT5-53686-3) 

WOODEN sofa set. 3 sealer and 2 
single Braun meat mincer. Best 
offer. Call: Nasir. between 6-11 
pm. Tele. 5610366 

CAT5-53690-2) 
FRIDGE/FREEZER, washing 
machine, clothes dryer, vaccum 
cleaner and other appliances. 
Beds, tables, chairs, curtains and 
other furniture. Many other house- 
hold items. Tele. 2401 1 79 

(AT5-53687 3) 

HOUSEHOLD items, including 
TV, video, booster and aerial, 
speakers, amplifier, computer, 
washing machine, other electrical 
appliances Ikea furniture, plants, 
books. Jabriya. Area 5. Bldg 202, 
Rat 7 or tele. 4014470 after 5 pm. 

(ATI -53627-3) 

Boats 

OUTBOARD motor Mercury 
"Black Max" 150 hp. Run six 
hours only, but needs new short 
engine, or good for spares. Best 
offer. Tele. 5387271. 

CAT4-53670-3) 


.Computers 


ATARI 520STFM with 3-1/2" 
OSDD. SCI 224 colour monitor, 
external Cumana 5-1/4" DSDD 
Cswitchable 40/80 track), soft- 
ware. plus extras KD330. Contact 
Mark 2405492. 7.00 am -4.00 pm 
(AT2-53667-3) 
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SPORTS 


Gonzalez 

remains 

undefeated 


INGLEWOOD, California, July 
24, ( AP): Undefeated Humberto 
Gonzalez successfully defended 
his World Boxing Council light 
flyweight championship title for 
the fourth time last night with a 
fifth round technical knockout 
over Jung-Keun Lim. 

Gonzalez, of Mexico City, 
Mexico, had floored Lim, of 
Pusan, South Korea, with a left 
hand late in the fourth round and 
opened the fifth with a flurry of 
punches including a powerful 
right hand that spun Lim 
around. 

Referee Rudy Ortega stopped 
the fight 34 seconds into the fifth 
round. 

The 24-year-old Gonzalez, 
weighing 107 1-4 pounds (48.58 
kilogrammes), raised his record 
to 28-0 with 22 knockouts. He 
had planned to pressure Lim, 107 
1-2 (48.70). each round. 

Lim, 25, was rated the top con- 
tender by the WBC. He fell to 1 2- 
5 with four knockouts and was 
outwitted by Gonzalez's switch 
punching. 

"Switched 

Gonzalez opened the bout 
leading with his right, then late in 
the second round he switched to 
his left hand with Lim fighting 
defensively. 

In the third, Gonzalez contin- 
ued with p unishin g left upper 
cuts. 

Lim came out fast in the 
fourth, driving Gonzalez to the 
ropes with a left to the jaw. Gon- 
zalez spent most of the round on 
the ropes with Lim throwing 
punch after punch. 

In the final 10 seconds of the 
fourth. Gonzalez roared off the 
ropes, and hauled out a straight 
left which floored Lim. 

“Korean fighters are very 
tough," Gonzalez had said. He 
won his title 13 months ago with 
a decision over Lee Yul Woo in 
South Korea. 

In an undercard, Jose Luis 
Vega Gil of Belt California, 
came from behind to knock out 
Mike Phelps, Galena, Park, 
Texas in the eight round of a 
scheduled I O-rounds bantam- 
weight right 


‘Canada has 
overcome 
drug scandal’ 

SEATTLE, July 24, (AP): Can- 
ada's black eye from the Ben Joh- 
nson drug scandal has finally 
healed, long-distance runner 
Paul Williams says. 

Williams, from Vancouver, 
British Columbia, was a surprise 
gold medallist Sunday in the 
5,000 metres at the Goodwill 
Games. After the race, he told 
reporters his victory showed 
Canadian athletes can win with- 
out the use of steroids or any 
other kind of banned drug. 

‘It's been really difficult these 
past two years because of the 
Johnson scandal," Williams 
said. "Most Canadian athletes 
were tainted even if we did noth- 
ing wrong. 

"It was a real mess but it's 
behind us now. We know we are 
clean and now you know we can 
win being clean." 

Johnson tested positive for 
steroids after he won the 100- 
metre dash at the 1988 Summer 
Olympics in Seoul. His win was 
nullified. Last summer, Johnson 
admitted to long-term steroid 
use at a Canadian inquiry into 
drug use by amateur athletes. 

His two-year suspension from 
competition, imposed by the 
International Amateur Athletics 
Federation, expires Sept 24. 

US sprinter Carl Lewis, the 
world record holder in the 100 
metres, said Johnson would 
always be under a cloud of susp- 
icion for his past drug use, but 
Lewis wouldn’t rule out racing 
against the Toronto sprinter 
again. , 


Rosberg joins 
Peugeot team 

PARIS. July 24. (Reuter): For- 
mer world motor racing cham- 
pion Keke Rosberg of Finland 
has agreed to come out of 
retirement to drive for Peugeot in 
the world sportscar champion- 
ship, Peugeot said yesterday. 

Rosberg will partner French- 
man Jean-Pierre Jabouille for the 
ofllcial racing debut of the new 
Peugeot 90S m the Canadian leg , 
of this year's sportscar cham- 
pionship on September 23. 

They will also take part in the 
season's final event in Mexico in 
October. 

Peugeot said in a statement 
that Rosberg, the 1982 Formula 
One world champion, will drive 
in the 1991 championship. 
Together with Jabouille, the 
Finn will be responsible for the 
development of the 905. 

Rosberg quit Formula One 
raring in 1986 after nine years 
during which he won five grand 
prix. He clinched the champion- 
ship for Williams in 1982 before 
joining the McLaren team. 
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Hirwani takes a hammering 


Faldo seeks 


India, Leicestershire draw courses 



■su 



LEICESTER, England, July 24, • 
(Reuter); Leg spinner Narendra 
Hirwani suffered heavy punish- 
ment in India's tame draw with 
Leicestershire on Monday. 

Hirwani, who took 16 wickets ■ 
on his Test debut against the 
West Indies two years ago, dis- 
missed century-maker Justin 
Benson and opener LauriePotter 
but he conceded 103 runs off 21 
overs on the final day of the 
three-day game. 

The battering may have cost 
him a place in tbe opening Test 


against England, -starting at 
Lord's on Thursday. 

Benson, dropped on eight, 
raced to his maiden first class 
century oft 124 balls. He hit 1 2 
fours and three sixes in 1 06. 

The country's second innings 
total of 298 for seven declared set 
the tourists an unrealistic 248 tar- 
get off only 31 overs. 

England fast bowler Chris 
Lewis removed openers Nayjol 
Sidhu and Manoj Prabhakar in 
India's token reply of 54 For two. 


.Scoreboard 


Hirwani; got two wickels for 1 03 runs 


LEICESTERSHIRE first innings 310 
for seven declared (N. Briers 150 not 
out.J Whitaker61.W. Benjamin 55) 

INDIA first innings 361 for seven 
declared ID. Vengsarkar 80, S. Man- 
jrekar 66. N. Mongia 63 noi out) 

LEICESTERSHIRE second innings 
(overnight 35 tor one) 

T. Boon C Hirwani b Wassan 16 

L Poller b Hirwani 30 

J. Benson c Prabhakar b Hirwani 106 

P. Willey b Raju 76 

C. Lewis c Prabhakar b Raju 28 

P Nixon ht wkt b Raju 13 

W. Beniamin b Raju 0 

G. Parsons not out 1i 

J. Whitaker not out 7 

Extras (lb-8 w-1 nb-2) 1 i 

Total (seven wickets declared) 296 


Hick ‘unbeaten’ on 540 


LONDON. July 24. (Reuter): Zim- 
babwean Graeme Hick took his 
unbeaten scoring sequence to 540 
from four innings over five days in 
the county cricket championship 
yesterday. 

Hick, who qualifies to play for 
England next year, was 48 not out in 
Worcestershire's second innings 
215 for one against Glamorgan at 
Abergavenny on the second day of 
their three-day match. 

Glamorgan had declared their 
first innings closed at 327 for five, 
taking the run total on another sun- 
drenched day to 1 ,056 in two days. 

England newcomer John Morris 
wanned up for his Test debut 
against India at Lord’s on Thursday 
with an unbeaten 157 against Ham- 
pshire. 

Morris’s hundred, his fifth of the 
season, came from just 226 
deliveries with 28 fours and a six. 

His innings boosted Derbyshire’s 
championship challenge, enabling 
them to declare at 300 Tor six in the 
84th over in reply to Hampshire’s 
first innings 307. 

David Gower, recalled to the 
England side, was bowled by fast 
bowler Ian Bishop for three before 
Hampshire rallied to 173 for five in 
their second innings. 

Bishop’s West Indian team mate 
Malcolm Marshall, playing his last 
county season, hit 60 for Hamp- 
shire. 

Scores 

At Northampton: Northamp- 
tonshire 329 for four declared in 98 
overs and 1 10 for two. Sussex 302 
for right declared in 86.1 overs (P. 
Parker 90, J. Hall 42. C. Wells42; N. 
Cook four for 89). 

At Uxbridge: Somerset 445 for 
six declared in 147 overs (C. Tavare 
57, G. Rose 57) and 63 for one. 
Middlesex 305 for four declared in 
67.4 overs (M. Gatling 170 not out, 
K. Brown 46. D. Haynes 41 ). 

At Abergavenny: Worcestershire 
514 for four declared in 97.2 overs 
and 215 for one (T. Curtis 81 not 
out, P. Bent 79,G. Hick 48 not out). 
Glamorgan 327 for five declared in 
69.1 overs (P. Colley 100 not out, A. 
Butcher 79, H. Morris 57, V. 
Richards 41). 

At Cheltenham: Yorkshire 451 
for six declared in 99 overs. Glou- 
chestershire 458 for six (P. Bain- 
bridge 132 not out, A. Wright 78, 
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Ian Botham 

W. A they 68, G- Hodgson 65, P. 
Romaines 46). 

At Colchester Lancashire 395 
for nine declared in 100.4 overs and 
104 for two (N. Fairbrother 51 not 
out). Essex 300 for nine declared in 
84.1 overs (N. Shahid 125, D. Prin- 
gle 45, N. Hussain 40). 

At Guildford: Kent 372 in 90.2 
overs and 62 for three. Surrey 344 
for seven declared in 106.3 overs (1. 
Greg 89 not out. M. Feltham 55, D. 
Ward 48. G. Thorpe 42). 

At Portsmouth: Hampshire 307 
and 173 for five (M. Marshall 60) 
Derbyshire 300 for six declared. (J. 
Morris 1 57 not out). 

■ Ian Botham has been included 
in the list of 43 England players 
asked to confirm their availability 
for tbe cricket tour of Australia this 
year. 

The 34-year-old all-rounder was 
left out of the team which toured the 



Malcolm Marshall 

West Indies this year and has not 
figured in any of the England 
squads for the series against New 
Zealand and India. 

Four Middlesex players yet to 
play international cricket — bats- 
men Mark Ramprakash and Mike 
Roseberry, left-arm spinner Phil 
Tufndl and paceman Neil Williams 
— have also been included. 

Nottinghamshire batsman Paul 
Johnson and Lancashire wicketk- 
eeper Warren Hegg are other 
players asked to reply to the Test 
and County Cricket Board (TCCB) 
by August 3. . 

“This list is likely to be increased 
over the next three weeks and every 
player qualified for England will 
still have an opportunity to stake a 
claim for a tour place prior to the 
time of selection of the party early in 
September," TCCB spokesman 
Peter Smith said. 


Fall of wickets: 1-252-1083-181 4- 
234 5-274 6-2747-281. 

Bowling: Prabhakar 5-3-6-0, 
Sharma 13-2-52-0, Wassan 15-0-56- 

1. Raju 28-6-73-4. Hirwani 21-0-103- 

2 . 

INDIA second innings 
M. Prabhakar c Nixon b Lewis ..... 13 

N Sidhu b Lewis 6 

S. Manjrekar not out 3 

S. Tendulkar not out 25 

Extras (lb-6 nb-i) 7 

Total (for two wickets) 54 

Fall ol wickets: 1 -20 2-25 
Bowling: Lewis 8-3-23-2. Benjamin 
4-1 -8-0. Mullally 5-0-1 7-0. Parsons 2- 
2 - 0 - 0 . 

Result: Match drawn. 

Next match: Rrst Test at Lord’s. 
July 26-31. 


Keeneland 
sale average 
falls 14pc 

LOUISVILLE, Kentucky, July 
24, (Reuter): A filly by Danzig 
out of American champion Gold 
Beauty brought the highest price 
of nearly S2 million on the first 
day of the two-day Keeneland 
Selected Yearling Sale yesterday. 

But prices at the leading 
American sale of young raring 
prospects declined* by 14.1 per 
cent from last year's first session. 

The day’s highest price. SI. 85 
million, was paid by the Shadwel! 
Estate Co. Ltd of Sheikh Ham- 
dan Bin Rashid AJ Maktoum, a 
member of the ruling family of 
Dubai. United Arab Emirates. 

The bay filly was one of three 
yearlings that sold for more than 
SI million on a day when 113 
yearlings sold for a gross of 
534^05,000 and an average of 
$305;088. 

On the comparable day last 
year, 134 horses sold for S47.6 
million, or an average of 
S355.269. 

The drop was not unexpected 
to many observers, and sales 
company director * Rogers 
Beasley said he was not overly 
concerned about the drop. After 
sharp declines since 1984, 
average prices had turned 
upward last year. 

Gainsborough Stud, owned 
by Sheikh Maktoum A1 Mak- 
toum, paid SI .2 million fora colt 
by Alydar out of the Seattle Slew 
mare Tax Dodge. 

The Curragh Bloodstock Co., 
which often buys for Arab 
interests, purchased a Blushing 
Groom colt who is a full brother 
to European winner Digamist 
for SI. 05 million. 

A full sister to American 
champion Alysbeba was sold for 
$950,000 to Clarence Scharbauer 
ofTexas, whose family also owns 
Aly sheba. Scharbauer's wife and 
daughter paid $500,000 for Aly- 
sheba as a yearling at the 1985 
sale. 


British Open 

ST ANDREWS, Scotland, July 
24, (AP): Nick Faldo's 

immediate target is the US PGA 
Championship in Birmingham, 
Alabama. 

His long range ambition, he 
said yesterday in the wake of his 
British Open victory, is the 
accumulation of more and more 
major golf titles. 

But his career goal involves 
designing a links course to be 
used by the future British Open. 

'That's the ultimate goal,” 
Faldo said. 

“I've talked with Michael 
Bonaliack (secretary of the R and 
A) and I asked him if I could get 
hold of a piece of links land and 
design a course, would it be con- 
sidered for the British Open. He 
said it would,” Faldo said. 

“The problem is that there just 
isn't that much links land availa- 
ble. But that would be the 
ultimate goal, to design a coarse 
for the Open." 

To accommodate those goals, 
Faldo said he would “drastically 
reduce" his playing schedule, 
concentrate on the game's big 
four events — the US Masters, 
US and British Opens and the US 
PGA — and continue the forma- 
tion of a gold course design and 
construction company. 

"It's underway now,” he said. 
“There are a lot of things in the 
pipeline. I’ll be interviewing 
architects, getting things put 
together, in the next few mon- 
ths.” 

Of more immediate concern, 
said the tall Englishman who 
won the last two US Masters and 
the 1987 and *90 British Opens, is 
the US PGA, the last of the year's 
major championships. 

“Obviously, the weather, the 
heat and the humidity, will be tbe 
big factor," said Faldo, the first 
man in eight years to win two 
majors in a single season and now 
firmly established as the world's 
premier player. 

“I think I have a hell of a 
chance in Birmingham." said 
Faldo. 

“I need to calm down a bit 
from this one. relax a bit. I think 
can come down, then get myself 
focused again for the PGA” in 
two weeks. 

But for a lipped-out putt on 
the 72nd hole of the USOpen last 
fnoDdHf- asputt tfedtkcpt Uncut' 
of a title playoff — he conceiva- 
bly could be going for the unac- 
complished Grand Slam, a one- 
year sweep of all four major 
professional titles. 

“I’ve come close this year. 


■■ , j*-- 
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Feklo (left) with another golfing star Greg Norman chmng the Open. / ' -5 


haven't I?” He said. “I suppose 
that shows the Grand Slam is 

S Dssible. but very, verv dif- 
cuiL” 

He said he also plans to play in 
the International at Castle Rock. 
Colorado, and the World Series 
of Golf in Akron, Ohio, 
immediately following the PGA. 

He wifi not. he said, play in the 
multi-dollar Nabisco -Cham— 
^o n sh i a ^ it h i^cad of 
Evenifhe qualified, he wouldnot 
be eligible to compete. 

“The International and the 
World Series will give me nine 
(US tournaments for the year), 
so I can’t play Nabisco," said 


Faklo. a non-member of theUS 
PGA Tour and thus Hauled is the 
number of US events be can play 
each year. ••- 7 - 

Faldo said he will, id the: 
future, arrange his schedule to 
concentre re on theacq tasitioaof 
more major lilies. 

David Lead better, his teacher 
and coach "told me i could win 
two a yeaj.-Even doe a year 
{would be fantastic, one every twa . 
yean; -it . . ‘ n . : • •• 

“I’m 33. 1 want logo hard at h 
for 10 years, through this 
decade," Faldo said, then recon- 
sidered. “May be five years., 
would be more realistic. j 




French hail LeMond, worry about local cyclists 


PARIS, July 24, (AP): Greg 
LeMond has become a hero to 
the French press and public, but 
his repeal victory in the Tour de 
France didn't mask disappoint- 
ment over the worst showing by 
French riders since 1925. 

Some young Frenchmen 
showed promise at different 
points during the three-week 
race, but the best of them — 
Fabrice Philpot — placed only 
I4th. In 76previousTours. Fren- 
chmen won 40 times. 

Yesterday, the day after 
LeMond's decisive victory, 
French sports writers were left to 
speculate whether he could join 
Belgian Eddie Merckx and Fran- 
ce's two cycling immortals — 
Jacques Anquetil and Bernard 
Hinault — as the only five-time 
winner of the Tour. 

Most 

LeMond has now won three 
titles— in 1986, 1989and 1990- 
placing him in a three-way tie for 
the most victories after Merckx, 
Anquetil and HinaulL 

LeMond. 29, made dear he 
wants to keep raring. He said 
Sunday he expects to compete in 
the Tour at least three more 
limes. 

Hinault contended yesterday 
that French cycling was not in a 
crisis, although he acknowled- 
ged that the best-known of his 
countrymen — Laurent Fignon 
and Charles Mottet — had been 
disappointments. 

Fignon dropped out early, suf- 
fering from leg injuries and low 
spirits. Mottet finished 49th. 
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LeMond: third Tour victory 


Spain was the dominant coun- 
try this year, placing four cyclists 
in the top 10. 

“If there hadn’t been a Span- 


iard in the top 10 in the Vuelta 

(Spain’s premier cydingevent). it 
would have been shameful ” said 
Jose Miguel Echavarri, on e o L 


Chlappucci: rode well 

the managers for Spanish star the spectacular high-mountain 


Pedro Delgado. 

France did have its moments. 
Thierry Claveyrolat won one of 


stages in the Alps, and Ronan 
Pensec — one of LeMond’s 
iwmmaiH: — held the overall 


lead for lwo days midway 
through the three-week race. 

In fact, all of LeMond's team- 
mates on die “Z” team were 
French, and they shared in his 
triumph and his winnings after 
helping pace his comeback last 
Wednesday when a flat tire 
threatened to wreck his chances. 

One of those riders, Eric 
Boyer, might have improved his 
19th place significantly had he 
not dropped back to help 
LeMond, the team leader. 

One newspaper; Ouest- 
F ranee, said nationalistic French 
fans “had to take the foreign 
domination without flinching.” 

It praised LeMond for “prov- 
ing his superiority over racers of 
all nationalities, without resort- 
ing to the aggression that eats 
away at so many sports events 
today.” 

Another newspaper, L’est 
Republican, noted that LeMond 
was the first rider to win the Tour 
without having won any of the 
individual daily stages. 

Defensive 

"He won, in his intelligent and 
prudent manner, a Tour of the 
defensive,” the newspaper said. 

But, LeMond apart, the rider 
who may best be remembered 
from the 1990 Tour is Claudio 
Chiappucci, the modest Italian 
who wore the yellow jersey for 
nine days until the American 
seized it in the penultimate stage. 

Of such heroes is Tour de 
France history made. 


it Daniel followed by hittir 
1 2-footer for the birdie. 
Danielle Amaccapane 
72 on the Squaw C 
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Clavet upsets Novacek in opener 



HILVERSUM, Netherlands, July 24, 
(Reuter): Defending champion Karel 
Novacek of Czechoslovakia was 
knocked oul in the first round of the 
Dutch Open tennis tournament yester- 
day’s by late Spanish entry Francisco 
Clavet 

Clavet who entered the tournament 


because Frenchmen Henri Leconte with- 
drew at the last minute, gained a hard- 
fought 7-6 7-6 victory over eighth-seeded 
Novacek. 

Top seed Emi lio Sanchez of Spain, 
beaten by Novacek in last year’s final, 
does not make his entry till Tuesday 
when he faces Dutchman Tom Nijssen, a 


wild card entry. 

French Open champion Andres 
Gomez of Ecuador withdrew from the 
tournament like Leconte, at the lasUnin- 
ute. 

Results 

Paul Haarhuis (Netherlands) beat Alberto 
Mandni (Argentina) 6-2 6-2; Eduardo Masso 
(Belgium) beat Goran Prpic (Yugoslavia) 7-5 


6*3: Wally Masur (Australia) beat Jaime 
Yzaga (Peru) 7-6 4-6 6-2; Olivier Delaitre 
(France) beat Jordi Anesc (Spain) 6*1 64) 
Sergj Bruguera (Spain) beat 6- Carl UwcSteeb 
( West Germany) 6-3 6-1; Ronald Agenor 
(Haiti) beat Franco Davin (Argentina) 6-3 6- 
1; Francisco Clavet (Spam) brat 8- Karel 
Novacek (Chechoslovakia) 7-6 7-6; 

Tomas CarboneU (Spain) beat Roberto 
Azar (Argentina) 7-6 3-6 6-3. 



Rose must 
et place 
nHall 
of Fame 

WASHINGTON. July 24, 
.DPI): If Richard Nixon can be 
tailed as a hero after r esigning 
:he presidency in disgrace, Pete 
Rose should be a cinch for 
baseball's Hall of Fame. 

But Nixon could tell Rose, a 
man not noted for patience, that 
| rehabilitating a public 

i takes time. 

* Sixteen years after the Water- 
gate scandal evicted Nixon from 

-.joe the White House, red, white and 
~"'-obiue balloons soared Thursday 
over Yorba Linda, California, 
and brass bands boomed in his 
onour. 

His three Republican succes- 
sors were there to praise him as a 

statesman and peacemaker at the 
dedication of the Richard Nixon 
Library and birthplace. 

^ Meantime, in a courtroom in 
own hometown of Cincm- 
ti, ashamed and visibly shaken 
se got live months of hard 
te for tax evasion on top of his 
jfetime ban from baseball for 
bling. 

. “I lost my dignity,” said Rose, 
his voice breaking. “I lost my 
T&p^jelf-respect." 

The prison sentence was the 
ultimate humiliation for 

L '^b aseball’s all- time hits leader, the 

disgraced former manager of his 
aeloved Reds, the game’s oldest 
franchise. 

But Nixon, 77, was never even 
tried, thanks- to a presidential 
pardon from GerakTFord, who 
opened in Yorba Linda that his 
aid boss “richly deserved,” the 
library celebration. 

Some people in the United 
States might find it difficult to 
believe that justice was served by 
a system that would imprison 
Rose and not even slap Nixon’s 

IVDSf* «_<■»« jr 

After all Rose's tax-cheating, 
did a lot less damage to the 
republic than Nixon's Watergate 
shenanigans. 

The 19 records Rose holds 
should guarantee his election 
-next year to baseball's Hall of 

• „ ! ...Fame in Cooperstown, New 

;ir:.::Yoric. 

But the election rules say vot- 
s ffl *• 5* ing shall be based on a player's 
’ ! : * 11 integrity and character, as well as 

- on his record and playing ability. 

! 2 i C . Unfortunately, some baseball 
scribes will use that lofty phras- 
ing to justify voting against 
admitting Rose. But a lot of fans 
are pulling for Rose to make it 
from the pen to Cooperstown. 

The Rev Billy Graham, who 
attended the library dedication, 
aid. 

“I have read a lot about 
Watergate, and I still don't 
understand why it became such a 
3ig deal." 

In the great scheme of things, 
government is supposed to be 
nore important than baseball. 
That is why errant public 
jfficials are more likely than 
ports figures to damage the 
epublic when they violate the 
aubiic trust 

Those who insist on seeing 
Mseball as ametaphorforlifeare 
ikely to demand that sports 
teroes double as role models. 

Rose won the most important 
ecord by collecting more hits 
ban Ty Cobb, who was as ornery 
is a man as he was brilliant as a 
slayer. 

Babe Ruth, for that matter, 
vas no choirboy. 

If Nixon can have a memorial 
ibrary in Yorba Linda, Cooper- 
town surely needs a plaque for 
rharlie Hustle. 

Melson set to 
meet Laporte 

1ELBOURNE, Australia, July 
4, (AP): Former title holder 
jmmah Nelson of Ghana will 
ice Puerto Rican Juan Laporte 
i an eliminator for the World 
oxing Council super-feather- 
eight championship in Sydney 
q September 7, promoter Bill 
lordey announced today. 

Nelson relinquished the title 
irlier this year and made an 
isuccessful challenge for the 
/ BC lightweight title held by 
merican Pern ell Whitaker. 

He has a 31-2 record, Laporte 
36-9-1. 

Mordey said the winner of the 
»ht would face Australian Jeff 
;nech for the title in November 
a venue still to be decided. 

Fench was originally slated to 
}ht former featherweight 
ampion Laporte for the vacant 
le, but twice had to withdraw 
3m the boat after suffering 
nn a viral infection. 


US blank Pol and 

Garrison, Capriati win 


NORCROSS, Georgia, July 24, 
(AP): Zina Garrison, ranked No. 4 
in the world, and teenage sensation 
Jennifer Capriati helped the defen- 
ding champion United States beat 
Poland 3-0 is the first round of the 
Federation Cup yestenlay. 

Three other seeded teams also 


posted 3-0 victories — third- 
seeded Austria over Bulgaria, 
sixth-seeded Italy over Finland 
and seventh-seeded Cze- 
choslovakia over Korea. 

In other matches. Japan advan- 
ced in the main draw with a 3-0 
victory over China. Belgium edged 



Capriati watches her return against Mroz. (Reuter wirepholo) 


Sweden 2-1 and Australia blanked 
Indonesia 2-0, with doubles match 
being cancelled because of rain. 

Garrison lost only 25 points in 
downing Katarzyna Nowak 6-0, 
6-1 and the 14-year-old Capriati 
needed just 52 minutes to dispose 
of Magdalena Mroz 6-3, 6-1 . 

Garrison then teamed with Gigi 
Fernandez for a 6-0, 6-0 doubles 
victory over the Polish pair of 
Mroz and Renata Skrzypzynska in 
hot, muggy conditions at the pea- 
ch tree world of tennis. 

The Federation Cup is the 
women’s equivalent of the Davis 
Cup in men's international com- 
petition. Teams from 47 nations 
were in the field when the qualify- 
ing rounds began last Sturday. The 
event will run through Sunday. 

Garrison is the only member of 
the current US team that played cm 
last year's championship tw»m in 
Tokyo. The Americans are 
favoured to win again this year. 

Nowak was facing the highest- 
ranked player in the competition 
after a 2-hour, 20-minute prelimin- 
ary round battle on Sunday that 
saw her retire because of heat 
exhaustion, resulting in a 2-6, 6-4, 
2-0 victory for Patricia Miller of 
Uruguay. 

The heat didn’t bother Garr- 
ison. 

“I grew np in this kind of 
weather," the Houston native said. 

Poland’s Mroz. ranked 537tb in 
the world, wasn't as bothered by 
the heat as she was the fast hard- 
court surface. 

“In Poland we have no hard- 
courts, only clay.” Mroz said. “We 
arrived so late here that we have no 
time to prepare. We play only two 
to three times each year on hard- 
courts.” 

Austrians Judith Wiesner and 
Barbara Pa ulus lost only seven 
game* as they advanced over Bul- 
garia. Wiesner beat Elena Pam- 


poulova 6-0, 6-0 and Pa ulus beat 
Dora Ranguelova 6-2, 6-3. They 
teamed up to beat the two Bul- 
garians 6-0. 6-2 in the doubles 
match. 

Rafaella Reggi gave Italy a 6-2, 
6-2 victory over Finland’s Nanne 
DahlmaninNo. I singles and Katy 
Caverzasio beat Petra Thoren 6-2, 
6-3 in the other singles match. 
Reggi and Laura Golarsa gave the 
Italians a 6-2, 6-3 doubles victory 
over Thoren and Anne Aailonen. 

The Czechs, who were seeded 
third until Helena Sukova with- 
drew from the team with an injury, 
were led by Regina Rajchrtova. 
who beat Korea's Mai -Sim Park 6- 
4. 6-1 in singles and teamed with 
Eva Sviglerova to beat Il-Soon 
Kim and Jeong-Myung Lee 6-2, 6- 
3 in doubles. Jana Novotna beat 
Sook-Ya Im 6-0, 6-1 in the No. I 
singles match. 

■ Ninth-seeded David Wheaton 
beat Mabvai Washington 6-4, 6-4 
yesterday in the opening round of 
the $1.5 million Player's Inter- 
national Tennis Tournament. 

In other matches. No. 11 Richey 
Reneberg, the only other seeded 
player in action yesterday, beat 
GOan Bloom of Israel 2-6, 6-2, 6-1 
and Martin Wostenbohne of Can- 
ada beat Kelly Jones 4-6. 6-2, 6-4. 
Results 

9- David Wheaton (US) beat 
M&Hvai Washington (US) 6-4 6-4; 
II -Richey Reneberg (US) beat 
Gilad Bloom (Israeli) 2-6 6-2 6-1; 
Paul Chamberlin (US) beat Joey 
Rive (US) 6-3 7-6 (7-5); Jason Stol- 
tenberg (Australia) beat Mark 
Woodforde (Australia) 4-6 6-3 6-0; 
Martin Wostenhohne (Canada) 
beat Kelly Jones (US) 4-6 6-2 64; 
Leif Shiras (US) beat Paul 
Anaoone(US) 6-1 -4; Ramesfa Kri- 
shnan (India) beat Christ Pridham 
(Canada) 7-6 (7-5) 64; 13- Amos 
Mansdorf (Israel) beat Bryan Shel- 
ton (US) 7-6 (7-4) 4-6 6- 1 . 




RIO DE JANEIRO, July 24, (Reuter): Fifa president Joao 
Havdange said yesterday’s the United States would defin- 
itely stage the 1994 World Cup finals, effectively dismiss- 
ing reports that the Americans were set to bode down as 
hosts. 

Asked at a news conference if be could confirm that the 
Americans would stage the 1994 competition, Havdange 
replied: “It has been confirmed since May 1988.” 

Leading soccer personalities said earlier this month the 
failure of the 1990 World Cup to arouse the interest of 
American television viewers meant the United States 
could soon back out of staging the 1994 finals. 

Paul Breitber, a member of West Germany's 1974 
World Cup-winning team, said in a newspaper column he 
bad been told by a member of the US organismgcommhtee 
that a decision to step down had already been made. 

Havelange announced changes in the qualifying com- 
petition for the 1994 World Cup and said Europe would 
have only 12 guaranteed places. 

Europe supplied 14 of the 1990 finalists, including hosts 
Italy. It was not dear whether Havelange’s new figure 
induded defending champions West Germany, who gain 
automatic entry to the finals. 

Havelange did not mention Africa, who are pressing for 


an increase in their representation from two teams to three 
following noteworthy performances by Cameroon and 
Egypt in Italy. 

He said Asia would have two finalists. South America 
three and Concacaf (North and Central America) two. 
Havelange did not say whether the US hosts were induded 
in the Concacaf quota. 

Another place would be disputed between Europe and 
Asia, while a further place would be contested by South 
America and Concacaf, be said. 

Havelange said new methods for deciding drawn mat- 
ches in the World Cup. to replace the controversial penalty 
shoot-out, would be discussed by Fifa at the end of the 
year. 

Fifa’s World Cup organising committee, which has 21 
member countries from five continents, would meet in 
December, discuss a report of the 1990 competition and 
then put forward any new proposals at a later meeting, he 
said. 

He dismissed reports that the 1994 World Cup would be 
held in September instead of the traditional months of 
June and July, describing such a change as impossible 
because of the timing of the European domestic competi- 
tions. 


BelgiansJo speak 
on German merger 

BRUSSELS, July 24, (UPI): Bel- 
gium will make an official 
statement on the merger of the 
two German soccer federations 
before September, secretary- 
general Alain Courtois said yes- 
terday. 

“The financial implications 
are heavy,” Courtois said, “and 
we are looking for an alternative 
friendly challenger such as 
Cameroon or Italy to play Bel- 
gium September 12, the 
scheduled date for the European 
championship qualifier against 
East Germany." 

With a large part of the 
executive committee on holiday, 
no official stand is expected 
before the next meeting on 
August 10. 
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Al Hajri in his Roihmans Ford Bronco. 


Al Hajri to contest Jordan Raid 


MIDDLE EAST Rally ace, Saeed Al Hajri, will 
contest next week’s ‘Jordan Crosscountry Raid’ in 
a faster and fitter Rothmans Ford Bronco. 

The sensational Bronco, dubbed the “Mean 
Machine”, has benefiued from a number of 
modifications since its convincing win in Oman 
earlier this year. 

In particular, it now boasts a Ford C6 automatic 
gearbox, the first time such a transmission has been 
■used in Middle East competition. 

Commented Al Hajri during recent testing: “On 
the Dubai and Oman events I experienced some 
limitations with the 5 speed manual box — but I had 
no idea the team engineers would change it for an 
automatic. I thought they were just for ordinary 
town cars! But automatic gearbox is fantastic. It 


handles all the power from the engine whatever the 
conditions and 1 think my chances of winning in 
Jordan are excellent." 

In fact, Al Hajri'sC6 gearbox is used by all the top 
Ford off-road racers in the USA and is already 
proving itself ideal for Middle East conditions. 

The ’Jordan Cross Country Raid’ will be the 
toughest challenge yet for the Rothmans Ford 
Desert Racing Team, with a total length of 500km it 
contains over 300 km of selective sections run over 
every type of terrain. 

The event, the third round of the 1990 BP 2000 
Desert Challenge, starts from the Amman 1 niercon- 
tinental Hotel on the July 26, 1990 3nd finishes there 
on the July 27. 1990. 


Peres wants to make 
soccer popular in US 

NEW YORK. July 24, ( AP): With the World Cupcoming to the United 
States in 1994, Sporting Lisbon coach M&rinho Peres says foreign clubs 
feel an obligation Lo enlighten North Americans on the popularity of 
soccer. 

“People abroad don’t understand why football isn’t a popular sport 
in. the United States, considering it is the wealthiest country in the 
world,” Peres said yesterday in an interview. 

Sporting Lisbon will be one of four teams in next month’s Marlboro 
Cup of New York, a 4-year-old series of exhibition matches in the 
United States that has attracted some big name clubs from Europe and 
South America. 

With soccer receiving scant attention in the United States, Peres says 
foreign teams can use opportunities like the Marlboro Cup to demon- 
strate world-class soccer totheUSpubtic. i* - 

“We’re coming over here to teach and to spread the experience of 
football," Peres said. “We have world-class players on Sporting 
Lisbon. We’re not coming here for vacation. We’re here to teach and 
educate the American people about football abroad." 

Fifa, soccer's Switzerland-based world governing body, has been 
criticised by some for awarding the quadrennial World Cup tour- 
nament to the United Stales, practically the only country where soccer 
is not a major spectator sport. 

Unspecified 

The top 24 team^ will compete in the summer of 1994 in eight to 12 as 
yet unspecified sites in the United Slates. 

Sporting Lisbon, which qualified from the Portuguese League for 
this season's UEFA Cup. will face Peruvian club AJianza of Lima on 
Aug 10 in the first of two games at Giants Stadium in East Rutherford. 
New Jersey, the former home of the once-famous. now-defunct Cos- 
mos. The US national team plays Flamengo of Brazil in the second 
match. 

The winners will compete for the championship Aug 12 after the 
losers meet in a consolation match earlier in the day. 

In 1990 the Marlboro Cups of Miami. Los Angeles and Chicago 
attracted the national teams of World Cup qualifiers Colombia. Costa 
Rica, Uruguay and the United States. Poland also competed. 

In past years, the Marlboro Cup has attracted club teams such as 
Nadonal of Medellin and Sporting Crista) of Colombia, Atlas and 
Chivas of Mexico and 1988 European Cup finalist Benfica of Portugal. 


Brazil boss 
denies Falcao 
new coach 

RIO DE JANEIRO. July 24, 
(Reuter): Ricardo Teixeira, 
president of the Brazilian Foot- 
ball Confederation (CBF). yes- 
terday denied reports that for- 
mer World Cup star Falcao had 
been appointed coach of the 
national ipam. 

Teixeira, son-in-law of Fifa 
(International Football Federa- 
tion) president Joao Havelange. 
told a press conference at the 
CBF headquarters he had still to 
decide who would succeed Sebas- 
tiao Lazdroni. 

“We have a lot of time before 
the team's first scheduled game 
in September and therefore there 
is no need forpanic. 1 am going to 
analyse coldly all the names 
before making the choice," he 
said. 

He said he had not even 
spoken to Falcao. “1 have not 
been in contact with any poten- 
tial coach of the Brazilian 
national team," he said. 

He would not name any of the 
candidates, saying only that the 
new coach would be someone 
“who is capable of working 
together with other members of 
the training staff as part of a 
team.” 

Teixeira said he would proba- 
bly make his choice within one or 
two weeks. He said he wanted t he 
new coach to give more chance to 
home-based players. 


Ryan goes for 300th victory against Yankees 


DALLAS, July 24, (AP): Nolan 
Ryan may have 46 Major League 
records, yet the numbers that 
mean the most to him are 5,000, 6 
and 300. 

The Texas Rangers ace hit the 
5,000-strikeout plateau last year, 
pitched his sixth no- hitter last 
month and is a day away from 
pitching for his 300th victory. 

“Five thousand and 300. 
Those are the only numbers that 
really mean something to me,” 
Ryan said. “That, and six no-hit- 
ters, maybe.” 

Ryan, the all-time strikeout 
leader, struck out Rickey Hen- 
derson for No. 5,000 last summer 
and has added 202 since. His 
sixth no-hitter, against Oakland 
last month, came after several 
dose calls since his record fifth in 
1981. 

Tomorrow night, Ryan goes 
for bis 300th victory against the 
New York Yankees. 

Ryan declined to discuss going 
for No. 300 until last Friday 
night, when he beat Detroit 5-3 
for No. 299. 

“Now I can start thinking 
about it," he said. “I don’t think 
about no-hiiiers until the ninth 
or so, I didn't think about 5,000 
until I was close and I didn’t 
think about 300 until I had 299." 

Just about everyone else has 
been thinking about it all season. 
And now, Ryaranania has struck 
again. Even Ryan is caught up in 
it, agreeing to a news conference 
today to accommodate the hun- 
dreds of interview requests. 

Unlike some 300-win pitchers, 
Ryan is on a hot streak as he 
approaches the coveted number. 
Despite a back problem, Ryan is 
5-0 with an 2.63 ERA in his last 
six starts. 

“1 feel good," Ryan said. “My 
back won't keep me from start- 



Ryan: after he reached ihe 5,000-strikeout plateau 


ing Wednesday, but it’s just one 
of those things that'll need five 
weeks of rest to completely 
heal.” 

Rangers manager Bobby 
Valentine said Ryan won’t 
receive special treatment. 

“He’ll go as long as he can. I 
know bow his back is,” Valentine 
said. 

Tomorrow night’s game was 
sold oul on July 20, the earliest 
sellout in Rangers history, said 


Tanja Burgdorf in the team’s 
pubhc relations office. 

Burgdorf said the Rangers 
expect about 500 reporters and 
photographers to chronicle 
Ryan's first crack at No. 300. 
White Sox 3^ Indiana 1 
In Chicago, Robin Ventura 
singled in two runs and Carlton 
Fisk hit his 344th career home 
run as the White Sox snapped a 
four-game losing streak. 

Winner Greg Hibbard (8-5) 


went seven innings, allowing 
seven hi ts, walking one and [strik- 
ing out two. Barry Jones pitched 
the eighth and Bobby Thigpen 
finished for his 32nd save, most 
in the Major Leagues. 

Loser Tom Candiotti (10-6) 
went the distance, giving up three 
runs on six hits. 

Cleveland took a 1-0 lead in 
the second inning on an RBI sin- 
gle by Cory Snyder, but the 
White Sox moved ahead 2-1 in 
the third. Dave Gallagher and 
02 zieGinllen singled and moved 
up on a sacrifice bunt by Lance 
Johnson before Ventura singled 
them both home. 

Rangers 3, Yankees 2 

In Texas, Kevin Brown pit- 
ched a four-hitter for the Ran- 
gers, his AL-leading sixth com- 
plete game of the season. 

Brown (12-7) had his con- 
secutive scoreless inning streak 
at home snapped at 29 when 
Steve Sax led on the game with a 
home run. Rookie Kevin Maas 
hit another home run for New 
York in the seventh. 

Ruben Sierra, in a l-for-17 
slump, gave the Rangers the lead 
with a two-run single in the fifth 
off loser Chuck Guy (4-6). In 
five innings, Cary allowed three 
runs, six hits, and struck out 
seven. 

Texas tied it 1-1 in the second 
on John Russell's run-scoring 
chopper to the mound. 

Br ooro rm 13, Red Sox 0 
In Milwaukee, Robin Yount 
homered and drove in three runs 
for Milwaukee, which got a 
season-high 21 hits against the 
slumping Red Sox. 

The Brewers’ outburst which 
topped their 20-hit attack in an 
18-0 win over Boston on April 
16, helped right-hander Marie 
Knudson win his third straight 


game. 

Knudson (8-4), who allowed 
six hits, equalled his career high 
for victories with his second 
shutout in his last three starts. 

The Brewers scored three runs 
in thesecond offMike Boddicker 
(11-6), then drove him oul in a 
four-run fourth inning. 

Expos 5, Pirates 0 

In Montreal, Dennis Martinez 
pitched a four-hitter and Tim 
Wallach drove in four runs, lead- 
ing Montreal past Pittsburgh. 

Martinez ( 7-7)struck out eight 
and walked one for his second 
shutout and fourth complete 
game of the season. The right- 
hander bad lost three of bis 
previous four decisions. 

Wailach’s two-run single high- 
lighted a three- run first inning 
against John Smiley (4-5), who 
lost his sixth straight decision to 
Montreal. Smiley has not 
defeated the Expos since winning 
5-1 at Olympic Stadium on June 
25, 1988. 

Cute 3, Cardinals 1 

In St Louis, Greg Maddux all- 
owed St Louis one run in 8 2-3 
innings and drove in the winning 
run as Chicago won its eighth 
straigbL 

Mark Grace added an RBI sin- 
gle in the eighth as Chicago made 
it eight in a row for the first time 
since May 20-28. 

Results 

Am-icuLKgaF 

Baltimore 13 Detroit 3 

ftnnpi 3 Cleveland I 

Milwaukee 13 Boston 0 

Texas 3 New York 2 

Oakland 7 California 6 

National L og w 

Montreal 5 Pins burgh 0 

Philadelphia 7 New York 4 

Atlanta 3 Houston I 

Chicago 3 Si Louis I 

Crodnnaii 9 San Diego 2 

Los Angeles II San Francisco 1 



Game interrupted 

New York Mel's Kevin Elster carries a black kitten oft the field after the huen 
stopped play on Monday during the baseball game between Philadelphia 
Phillies and Mets in Philadelphia (Reuter wirephoic*) 


m 

K\ 


\ 


'S 


Cup defender 

EINDHOVEN, Holland, July 
24, (UPI): Romanian World Cup 
central defender Gheorghe 
Popescu, 22, has joined PSV 
Eindhoven of Holland mainly 
because the club's sponsor was 
able to pay his transfer, not in 
money but in goods. The 
Rumanian soccer club Univer- 
sitatea Craiova has traded its 
long-serving libera for among 
other things audio-equipment, 
telecom and communication 
facilities and up-to-date 
floodlighting for its stadium. 

Sponsorship lost 

LONDON, July 24, (AP): Dutch 
airline KLM has decided not to 
extend its sponsorship of English 
First Division soccer club 
Queens Park Rangers, citing fan 
violence as its reason for with- 
drawing, British press reports 
said today. Quoted in the Times, 
KLM's general manager in Lon- 
don, Barry Evans, said he witnes- 
sed violent incidents involving 
English fans during the World 
Cup in Italy. 

Record holder 

SEATTLE, Washington, July 
24. (Reuter): Carl Lewis, world 
record holder in the 100 metres, 
said he's not ready to be put out 
to pasture yet, despite a loss to 
training partner Leroy Burrell in 
the 100 metres yesterday. “1 still 
feel I have the best race I will ever 
run left in me." Lewis. 29, said. 
“There is no question and no 
doubt in my min d that I can run 
faster than 9.92." 

£600,000 deal 

LONDON, July 24, (Reuter): 
English first division soccer dub 
Queen's Park Rangers have sig- 
ned Czechoslovak WoHd Cup 
goalkeeper Jan Stejskla for 
£600.000 (SI. 09 million). Ran- 
gers managing director Clive 
Berlin said on Monday Sparta 
Prague had refused to release 
Stejskla until they were knocked 
out of the European Cup. 

Tennis stadium 

SANCTUARY COVE, Aus- 
tralia, July 24, (AP): A 4,000-seat 
stadium court will be built for the 
Si-million Association of Tennis 
Professionals world doubles 
final November 21-25. organ- 
izers said today. The stadium will 
be constructed at Sanctuary 
Cove, a Japanese-owned resort 
and residential complex 50 miles 
(80 kilometres) south of Bris- 
bane. The complex holds the 
rights to the event for the next 
three years. 

Belgian defender 

BRUSSELS, July 24, (UPI): Bel- 
gian World Cup defender Geor- 
ges Grun has signed a two-year 
contract with Italian soccer dub 
Parma, Aoderlecht manager 
Michel Verschueren said yester- 
day. The 28-yea r-old fullback, 
who captained Anderiecht for 
the past three years, will be the 
third foreigner with Parma. 

Bayern player 

BONN, July 24, (UPI): Bayern 
Munich defender Hans Pfluegler 
yesterday ruled himself of inter- 
national action for two years 
because he feds he is unable to 
become a regular in the line-up. 
Pfluegler said he saw no chance 
for himself on the left side of the 
defence against Inter Milan star 
Andreas Brehme. who scored the 
winning goal against Argentina 
in the final of the World Cup in 
Italy. 

British golf 

ST ANDREWS. Scotland. July 
24, (UPI): British golf is to ben- 
efit by £1.5 million ($2.7) from 
the 19th British Open which 
ended Sunday. Michael Bon- 
allack, secretary of the Royal and 
Ancient, said record crowds of 
206,000 at St Andrews had hel- 
ped cover the £3.5 million ($6.3 
-million) cost. The surplus would 
go into developing the game 
around the country. 

Swiss Soccer 

ZURICH, Switzerland. July 24, 
(UPI): Bolstered by a new TV 
contract, the 12-team Swiss First 
Division soccer competition 
enters its new season next Mon- 
day. 


Burrell beats Lewis, Joyner-Kersee wins heptathlon 
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Joyner-Kersee in action during rhe long jump event (Reuter wirephoro) 
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An action shot from the Brazil-Spain basketball match at the Goodwill Games. 


SEATTLE, July 24, (UPI): Leroy Burrell replaced Carl Lewis as the 
United States’ fastest man last night, winning a stirring 100-metre duel 
and capping an explosive day at the Goodwill Games. 

Burrell’s win came after the American basketball team survived a 
scare as well as a brief brawl in its meeting with Puerto Rico. Also 
Summer Sanders reaffirmed her role as the United States' newest 
swimming star. 

The first full week of the Games was spiced, meanwhile, by report of a 
defection to the United States by an ice hockey player from the Soviet 
Union and an admission by Ted Tunner, founder of the competition, 
that to stage theevent his broadcasting company would lose S26 million 
or more. 

In the last event of the even ing, Jackie Joyner-Kersee easily kept alive 
her six-year winning streak in the heptathlon. 

Lewis has been America's dominant sprinter since his college days in 
Houston during the early 1 980s, repulsing one challenge after another. 
But Burrell, who trains with Lewis in Houston, has been poised to move 
past his mentor. 

On the eve of their first meeting of the year, Burrell said it was not a 
matter of whether it was time for Lewis to lose. 

“It is time for me to decide whether I have what it takes to win," 
Burrell said. 

He showed last night he had what it takes, coming out of the blocks 
an instant behind Lewis but slowly drawing even. Then, with about 40 
metres to go, Burrell clearly inched ahead and won by three-hundredths 
of a second. 

Burrell was timed in 10.05 and Lewis in 10.08. 

“Leroy ran better today.'' Lewis said. “He ran sharper. It should give 
America a great 1-2 punch for a long time." 

“I didn't get the characteristic start that I wanted," Burrell said. “But 
I was very happy with the resulL I'm very excited. I’m exdted more 
because 1 handled the pressure and ran my own race.” 

Thanks to another good night in the swimming pool and a sweep in 
both the 100 metres and 1 10-metre hurdles at the track, the United 
Slates widened its lead in the Goodwill Games medal race. The 
Americans bad won 69 medals overall with 25 of them gold. The Soviet 
Union had 20 gold metals and 59 total. 

Although there was hectic action at several venues yesterday, the 
most physical came on the basketball floor, where Alonzo Mourning of 
Georgetown and Puerto Rico’s Jose Ortiz were ejected from a game the 
United States nearly lost. 

The Americans led by only a point with less than two minutes 
remaining before Georgia Tech’s Kenny Anderson took over — 
scoring six points and prod ucing a key assist to*bring the United States a 
• 100-94 victory that set up a showdown with the Soviet Union. 

The Soviets had troubles of their own, fighting offltaly in a round- 
robin game yesterday. 88-85. Italian Riocardo Morandotti missed a 
three-point shot at the buzzer that would have put the game into 
overtime. 

Away from the action, TBS reported hockey player Sergei Fedorov 
may be trying to defect while the Soviet ream prepares for the Goodwill 
Games in the Pacific Northwest 

Fedorov, 20, who plays centre on the national team, was selected by 
the Detroit Red Wings i n the f ourth round of the 1 989 NHL entry draft 

In another non-athletic event the Seattle Times said Turner admit- 
ted during the annual meeting of his broadcasting system that losses 
were mounting at the Games. 

“We will sustain a deficit considerably more than $ 1 3 milli on we had 
already written off." Turner said. He later indicated thedefidt would be 
greater than that suffered in the 1986Games, duringwhich TBS lost $26 
million. 

Back at the sporting venues, Btirrel and Joyner-Kersee were joined as 
winners at the track by Americans Roger Kingdom in the 1 10-metre 
hurdles, Patties ue Pluraer in the 3.000-metre run and Joe Falcon in the 
5,000-metre run. Cuba's Ana Quirot added the 800-metre title to the 
400-metre crown she won over the weekend and the Soviet Union's 
Rumas Ubartas claimed the discus gold. 

Joyner-Kersee won the heptathlon with 6,783 points, well below her 
world record of 7,291 . 

In the swimming pool. Sanders put on her second outs tanding show 
of the games. The 17-year-old Californian ended Janet Evans' four- 
year winning streak in the 400-metre individual medley Saturday by 
beating her personal best by more than eight seconds. She shaved more 
than two seconds o filter hot in the 200-metre individual medley to win 
the gold last night. 

The round-robin competition ended in women's volleyball, where 
the Soviet Union and China both swept through their four-team groups 
unbeaten. 


Huge javelin throws worry IAAF 


LONDON, July 24, (AP): When javelins 
became a danger to other athletes, track and 
field chiefs altered them to make them fly 
shorter and stick safely in the ground. 

With Steve Backley around, they may have 
to do it again. 

The 21 -year-old Englishman has just 
broken one barrier by hurlingthe safer javelin 
more than 90 metres (295 feet). With youth on 
his side and 216 pounds (98 kilogrammes) of 
power behind his thrqwingarm. rivals fear the 
world record holder soon will be aiming for 95 
metres (31 1 feet) and even close to 100 (328 
feet). 

After Backley had thrown 90.98 metres 
(298 feet, six inches) in London last Friday, 
his coach, John Trower. said there was no one 
around to challenge him. 

"The record will hold for a long lime ... 
unless Steve breaks it." Trower said. 

Backley is confident he can improve his 
record by some three metres this season, 
especially with the help of a new design of 
javelin currently being studied by the world 
governing body, the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation. 

"The 90-metre barrier was just there to be 
broken," he said. "It is ray ambition to get 
there first and now we will see where we go 
from here." 


The 6-foot-5 (1. 95-metre) Backley could 
even gel in sight of the 104.80-metre (343-10) 
mark set by East German Uwe Hohn six years 
ago — the throw that persuaded track chiefs 
to put safety ahead of records. 

Gravity 

They changed the rules four years ago and 
had the javelin's center of gravity moved 
forward 4 centimetres (1 .5 inches) to make it 
dip and stick in the ground. The alteration 
meant a new set of less spectacular records 
had to be posted, but at least runners were no 
longer in danger of being speared as they ran 
round the track. 

But Backley. a quiet sports-science student 
at Loughborough University who uses a 
scientist's jargon when talking javelins, is in 
such impressive form that new rule changes 
may be necessary. 

Mike Gee, the IAAF official who oversees 
records, said the organisation will discuss the 
safety aspects of javelin throwing at its meet- 
ing next month. 

“These really big throws have only hap- 
pened recently and now people are getting 
worried about them." he said. “Obviously we 
are not going to wait until it reaches 104 
metres again before we do something.” 

Friday's throw stretched the world record 
by 1.32 metres (4-4) to 90.98. Backley did it 


using a rival’s javelin. 

That javelin was developed by 1976 Olym- 
pic champion Milos Nemeth and is named 
after him. It is yet to be approved, for major 
events, such as the Olympics and European 
championships, but has produced startling 
results. 

Backley set a world record of 89.58 (293-1 1 ) 
a month ago using his regular javelin and 
avoided using the Nemeth, which was thrown 
by Jan Zelezny of Czechoslovakia 89.66 (294- 
2) 1 2 days later to reclaim the world mart 

When Backley finally threw the new model, 
he was amazed by the result — and had the 
world record back. 

Difference 

“I saw the way the Nemeth was flying out 
there and 1 thought I'd give it a try," he said. 
"The difference was phenomenal. I think 
you’re talking about three metres difference." 

Bacldey has come from relative obscurity 
to world record fame in less than two years. 

He won a silver medal at the World Junior 
Championships in Sudbury, Ontario, in July 
1988. After considering but spuming track 
and field scholarships in the United States, he 
won gold medals a year later at the European 
Cup in Gateshead, England; the World 
Student Games at Duisburg, West Germany; 
and World Cup in Barcelona. 


Karpov draws with Andersson to stay on top 



Karpov, has collected three points 


BIENNE, Switzerland, July 24, (AP): The 
fourth round of the International Grandma- 
sters Chess Tournament last night was a point- 
sharing round that left top favourite Anatoly 
Karpov at the top of the intermediate stand- 
ings. 

The Soviet world championship finalist, 
playing black, and Sweden's Ulf Andersson 
settled to a draw after 31 moves. 

Andersson, ranked 11th world-wide, was 
joined in second place in the standings by two 
West Germans. Czechoslovak-born VlasLimil 
Hort ranked 94th, and up-and-coming Matth- 
ias Wahls. The 22-year-old Wahls does not yet 
show on the International Chess Federation’s 
list of the world's top 100 players. 

Hort. playing black, defeated British-born 
American grandmaster Anthony Miles, ranked 
33rd, in an adjourned third round game and 
then went on to agree to a draw with Nick de 


Firmian, the 65th ranked American. 

Wahls drew with Lev Polugaevsky, ranked 
21st, who has picked up just one point in four 
games. 

Results: 

Third round: Anthony Miles, United States 
— Vlastimil Hort, West Germany 0-1 (63 
moves). 

Fourth round: Nick de Finnian, United 
States — Hort, 0.5-0.5 (26 moves). 

Joel Lautier, France, — * Antony Miles, 
United Slates 0.5-0.5 (43 moves). 

Ulf Andersson, Sweden — Anatoly Karpov, 
Soviet Union, 0.5-0.5 (31 moves). 

Lev Polugaevsky, Soviet Union — Matthias 
Wahls. West Germany, 0.5-0.5 (52 moves). 

Standing 

I. Karpov, 3 points, 2. Andersson, Wahls, 
Hon, 2.5 points, 5. De Finnian, 2, 6. Miles and 
Polugaevsky, l , 8. Lautier, 0.5. 
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Leroy Burrell (left) crosses the finish line ahead of Lewis. (Reuter wirepholo) 



Burrell waves an American flag while taking a victory lap. (Reuter wrephoto) 


30,000-man strong force 
to police Asian Games 


BEUING. July 24, (Reuter): 
China will ensure order at the 
Asian Games in Beijing in Sep- 
tember with a 30.000-strong 
security force, an official news- 
paper said today. 

The force, five times the num- 
ber of athletes and officials atten- 
ding the games, included 
paramilitary men and civilians as 
well as regular police, the Legal 
Daily said. 

They began training in March 
and will be aided by metal detec- 
tors, X-ray machines and sophis- 
ticated security equipment. 

A West German security 
expert who helped to combat the 


commando attack on the Mun- 
ich Olympics in 1972 has advised 
the organisers on security 
measures, the newspaper said. 

It gave no further details and 
West German embassy officials 
had no immediate information. 

“There will be 1 9 security com- 
mand posts around the city, 
suburban counties and gym- 
nasiums," the newspaper said. 

The athletes' village, which 
will house competitors and coa- 
ches, is ringed by a chain link 
fence and will be guarded by 
cameras, an alarm system and 
24-hour police patrols. 


$1.21 billion 
budget for 
1994 Games; 

OSLO. July 24, (Reuter): The 
cost of the 1994 WinterOlympks 
in the Norwegian town of Ldle- 
hammer has quadrupled to weft 
over a billion dollars, organisers 
said yesterday. 

“The final budget is 7.57 
billion crowns $1.21 bifiion,"' 
said Kathrine KjeUand, a spok- 
eswoman for the Liltehamrapr 
Olympic Organising Comxmtlee. 

Lilfehammer's first, estimate " 
for the Games, awarded in 1988, 
was just 1.8 billion Norwegian 
crowns ($285 million}, The Iowa 
of 22,000 inhabitants is starting 
virtually from scratch to boSd 
facilities ranging from ibe-skai- 
ing halls to dow nhill ski slopes. 

The estimate will be formally 
handed to the Culture and 
Church Ministry on Augttit : 1. 
The ministry and parliament 
have to delate the propara] and 
work out a state guarantee a* 
part of the 1991 budget -j . 

. But some construction is 
already going ahead around the 
town. The centre-ring govern- 
ment earlier this year approved a , 
start to some of the ice hafts, < 
fearing they might not be ready ‘ 
in time if the wrangle over costs 
dragged on. 

It also backed Liftehammer’s 
plans to stage the Games around 
the town, rather than try to saw 
money by using existing 
facilities, like the Hdlmenkoften 
ski jump outside Oslo, 180 
kilometres to the south. 

The organisers estimated that 
income, mainly from televiskm 
rights, would total 2.34 billion . 
crowns ($370 million). 


Hubara Bridge 

RESULTS of (he Hubara Bridge Club 
gemie played on Saturday: 

1 . Ibrahim $ Saymeh 

2. Bplman AJI & George 

Sharing 3rd: Nahil & Nabil Akel and 

Bianca & Ahmed Tawil 

E/W 

1. Mrs Nuha Khalal & Desmond 
Pereira 

2. Mrs Ravi & Mukerjee 

3. Tomar & John Burkiey 


Bein to join Italian soccer club 


BONN, July 24, (UPI): Uwe Bein. the West German 
World Cup midfielder who drove Emtracht Frank- 
furt to its highest Bundesiiga finish in a decade last 
season, has finalised terms for a transfer to Italian 
First Division club AC Florence, the player confir- 
med yesterday. 

Now it is left for the clubs to agree a fee for the 29- 
yea r-old. 

Bein has been offered an annual 1 .5 million marks 
(5900,000) by the Italian dub, roughly tripling his 
current earnings. “The offer is so attractive, I can’t 
say no," Bein said. 

Ban’s announcement is the latest in a string of top 
West German players being lured away by Italian 
dubs' ability to offer generous financial packages. 

West German World -Cup players Lothar Matth- 
aeus, Andreas Brehme, Jud-gen Klinsmann (all 
Inter Milan) and Thomas Berthold and Rudi 
Voeller (both as Roma) are already established stars 
in the Italian First Division. 

By the start of the new season, midfielder Thomas 
Haessler formerly of Cologne and striker Karlheinz 
Riedle of Weider Bremen will have joined them. • * 

Both Haessler and Riedle. both aged 24, became 
jointly the third most expensive players in soccer 
history with their transfer fees of 15 million marks 
(S8.8 million) which will take them to Juventus and 
Lazio respectively. 

During a holiday after the World Cup, Bein had 
travelled to Italy again for talks with Florence 
officials, which left no doubt in his mind that he 
wanted to join the Italian club. 



Bein: lured by Florence 




